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CHAP, XXI. 



rrHfi CAPITOL — FOUNTAINS — PAINT- 
INQS BY RAPHAEL — FARNESINA, 
AND FARN£S£ PALAC£« 

After having feafted our eyes on the 
principal glory of modem Rome, our next 
obje(3: was the moft celebrated fpot in the 
ancient city, the CapitoL It is ufuaj with 
travellers to draw a iportifying coniparifon 
between the prcfent and the former ftate 
Vol. II. B of 
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of this building, and to wind up the whole . 
Srith a joke, at the expesce -G^^e one felf* 
tary perfonage, now nick-named the Senator 
of Rome, who really think§ ^ ij^riyes h*? 
Bour from that title, and from living in the 
CapitoL Yet if this fame Senator ihould 
chance to be a mag qf dexterity, when any 
thing happens to the fplendid ecclefiailical 
machine to which he is now fubfervicnt, 
there is no f^ing vhat he might not accom-» 
plifli ; fuch is the veneration of the populace 
for his meer title. 

Without any invidious comparifons, the 
prefent- Capitol is by no means a contempti- 
ble objed:. What vfQuld b? tl)Ought of it 
any where elfe than at Rome ! Its fituation 
is elevated, and the -approach noble. The 
fteps of the afcent were planned by Michael 
Angelo, and they are ftamped'With the cha* 
rader of his genius. The three mafles of 
building which compofe the prefent edifiq? 
are' in a good tafte, though not- very magni- 
ficent. Thef« h a ftupendoust fragment of 
the old building, on the fide towards the- 
Eorum, which feems to fay, *^ ex.pede Her^ 
culcml^ vchen, on looking up, i^muft be con-\ 

fefled- 
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feffti tout eyes meet a dwarf; but he i9 k 
dwarf only becaufe he (lands in the flioes 
of H6rcule& The central buildings the Se^ 
nator s palace, we did not enter. The mu^ 
feum of paintings and ftatues (hall be Itnen-* 
tioned hereafter* In the Centre of the area 
is tfie famous ebueftrian ftatue of Marcud 
Aurelius, which could not be better placed* 
De la Lande fays, i Moiifieur Falconet has 
written 200 page? td prove this is not a fine 
horfe. The length of his arguments is a 
Aroilg prefumption of his being in the 
wrong ; I dare fay the exclamation of Carlo 
Maratti, •* The horfe is alive!" carries more 
convidloh to thofe who haVe feen it than 
all M« Falconet's criticifms. I do not how** 
ever aflert, that this horfe is formed on the 
Newmarket model ; it is no more like our 
racers, than an ancient Roman hero would 

be to their owners — but it is alive ! ^The 

luppofed Caftor and Pollux, on the baluftrade 
In front of this area, are not admirable. Ho\^ 
much better, and how very fine, are the two 
Grecian flatues, commonly called by thofe 
names, on Monte Cavallo! They have 
teen highly finifhed, though very coloflal 

B a but 
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i>ut have fuf&red much frofn time and wea^ 
then The horfes are peculiarly excdlent : 
their pofition has been altered lately, and 
they are now grouped with an Egyptiaa 
obelifk. 

In returning from the Capitol, we pafTed 
the noble fountain of Trevi ; a fine thi^g 
thruil into a miferable fituation. It is com* 
pofed of the front of a palace, before the 
bafement of which is a vaft affemblage of 
artificial rocks, with tritons, dolphins, fhells, 
and corals, a^d Neptune exalted above thq 

• » 

whole, Vaft cafcades are thrown over thefe 
rocks in magnificent profufion, and the 
whole inclofed ii^ a femi-circular bafon of 
great extent. It is really a fine thing, and 
the quantity of water is fo confiderable, that 
in whatever way it had been difpofed, it 
muft have looked welL But all this magni- 
ficence is hemmed in by a narrow dirty 
ftreet, and an irregular circuit of mean houfea 
and {hops, whofe dead cabbage-leaves, and 
other rubbifli, pollute the fountain. , 

The fountain of the Piazza Navona, 
though not fo copious as that of Trevi, i$ 
much more nobly decorated by Berniqi, and , 

7 *ft 
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IS efteemed his ipafkr^piece. This confifts 
of a rock, at the comers of which are ilationed 
four coloflal figures, reprefenting the four 
moft diftinguiflied rivers in the world, the 
Danube, the Nile, the Ganges, and the Plata^ 
with their proper attributes. From four 
caverns in the rock ilTuc as many cafcades, 
all together making a very copious flow of 
water ; and its fummit is crowned by a fa- 
mous Egyptian obelifk, about 55 feet high, 
independent of its bafement, brought from 
Jleliopolis by Caracalla, The extent of the 
Piazza Navona is fuited to the magnificence 
of this fountain, and there are two lefler 
ones, each difcharging a confiderable quantity 
of water ; fo that it is not difficult, by Hop- 
ping the fountains, to overflow this exten- 
five area, to the depth of two or three feet, 
in a fliort time. This is pradifed every 
Sunday evening in Augufl:, and the place is 
then a fafhionable promenade, the coaches 
driving through the water. Formerly this 
fiogular diverfion was protraded through 
the night, accompanied with mufic and re- 
fr^fliments ; but, fome accidents having hap- 
p^pe4, the wate? is now let off about duflc* 

B 3 This 
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This Piazza Navona is the greateft market in 
the city. 

On the fubjed of fountains, jthe Fontana 
Paolina muft not be omitted. It is on one of 
the moft elevated points of Rome near its 
weftern extremity. From three arches, de-» 
corated with Ionic columns of granite, fall 
three rivers, for it were doing them injuflice 
to call them by a lefler name, brought from 
the diftance of 35 miles, and from hence 
diftributed to various parts of the Tranfte* 
verine quarter. 

Near this fountain the little church of Su 
Pietro in Montorio contains that famous 
pidture the Transfiguration by Raphael, his 
Jaft work, and, according to moft connoit. 
feurs, his heft. I have already mentioned it 
in fpeaking of St. Peter's, where it is copied 
in mofaic. The original is in a bad light, 
lind not in the beft prefervation. 

The chief performances of Raphael are 
well known to be his frqfcos in the Vatican ; 
nil the defigns, and great part of the execu- 
tion of which, are his own. Tliey have 
been engraved, copied, and defcribed fo 

often, that I fear to fecm tedious even in . 

' . mentioning 
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mentioning them« Their efied, at firft: 
light, difappoincciT us, ^d it was not till 
after* fef^eate^ and attentive codfideration^ 
that we could enjoy theit perfe<aibns* The' 
reafons of their failure in effect on moft* 
people, at firft, are probably the following : 
Their colouring, if it was ever good, is' 
now cold and unharmonious, except in two' 
or three pieces, and feems to have fuffered- 
much by damp. They are for the moft part 
in bad lights, and frequently encumbered 
with fcaffolds, for the convenience orartifts 
always* ftiidying and copying themi Their 
drawing and expreflion are fo very delicate 
and chafte, fo far from every thing violent 
or impofing, that it requires an accurate and 
attentive eye to detect all their refinements. 

But in this the merit of thefe tranfcendent 
produftions confifts. Every face is a^ page 
of hiftory; every attitude and gefture fo 
true and fo intelligent ; every part of the 
compofition in general fo well judged and 
ingenioufly contrived, that it is no wonder 
thefe pi^r^es have obtained the rank they 
hold in the c ftimation of connoiffeurs. The 
moft remarkable of them for compofition 

B 4 and 



and cffeft altogether, is perhaps that which 
reprefcnts the fire in the Borgo di San0 
Spirito; for ingenuity of compofition, and 
refinement of chara^r, the School of Athens 
16 admirable, though the two ftrutting phi- 
lofophers in the middle are a little too thea- 
trical ; for wonderi* ul effe^ of light Raphael 
has ihewn hj^mfelf capable of any thing, in 
the delivery of St. Peter from prifon,- where 
the radiance of the Angel is exadly what 
angelic light muft be, for we have no natu- 
ral obje& to which it can be compared ; and 
the inimitable painter, well knowing his 
powers, has placed this performance in the 
dark, between the windows. 

The difpute of the doctors of the church 
concerning tranfubftantiation, is as faulty 
in defign as it is filly in fubjedl. The 
narrow line of clouds croffing the pi^ure 
feems weighed down by the heavenly hoft, 
who are in danger of crufliing the do£tors 
and their wafer togethen Befides, it feems 
rather injudicious to commemorate this dif- 
pute. If the doftrine be not clear and in- 
difputable as noon-day in the Scriptures^ 
furely reafon can lend no affiftahce to make 
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It more credible* The difpute therefore 
xnuft have been, not whether the doftAne 
were true, but whether it were expedient 
that it fliould be believed; and the only dif- 
ference of opinion would arife from the dif- 
ferent degrees of honefty in the do(fiors* 
The miracle of Bolfene, fo well painted in 
the next room, was a mpch better contri- 
vance. Here is a prieft, who, according to 
his own account afterwards, doubted the 
real prefence ; when, lo ! as he broke the 
confecrated wafer, drops of blood came forth ! 
If every petit pat6 of currant jelly could 
work fuch convidion, who would be a 
heretic ? Whatever the prieft might think 
before or after, the people, no doubt, were 
more, convinced by this miracle than by all 
the diicufiions of the fathers, And Raphael 
in this planting has done juftice to their ex- 
preffion. The Pope, whom he has taken 
the liberty of introducing, i^K)bferved to be 
attentive, but not furprifed ; becaufe he, as 
head of the church, ought to have no 
doubts, and confequently no aftonifhment 
on fuch an occafion— more elpecially if he 
J)efpoke the pate* 

On 



« 

On the outfide of thefe apartments arc 
open galleries, partly furrounding the great 
court of the Vatican, and their walls arc 
painted, after the defigns of Raphael, with 
fmall compartments of facred hiftory. Thefe 
have heen engraved, and are commonly 
known by the name of Raphael's bible* I 
confefs they did not particularly engage my 
attention, except the celebrated reprefentation 
of the Creator as an old man with a flow- 
ing beard, 

«< Brooding o*cr the kindling feeds of life.*' 

The countenance is fublime, and faid to- 
have been finifhed by Raphael himfelf. 
We proteftants confider fuch.repjfefenjtations 
ag impious, and furely not without reafon* 
At beft they can be but einblematicalv I - 
have afked a catholic divine on what prin- 
ciples their church could admit them. He 
affured me they were only tolerated by the 
church, and not authorized. This hint was - 
of great ufe to me, not knowing before^, 
that the catholic church acknowledged fuch . 
a principle as toleration at all — I mean as a • 
fpljiurch J for, as to individuals, I Ihould be un- 
grateful 
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grateful not to own that I have found a9 
much real charity and meeknefs, as much, 
milk of human kindnefs, in catholics, as 
amongft any people, perhaps more ; and fuch 
examples do more credit to tlieir religion 
than all their boafted miracles, true or falfe ; 
for the beft religion is that which makes the 
heft man* . The Eternal Father of all only 
Snows which of his children has the moft 
accurate judgment, but we can all tell whofe 
condudl approaches the neareft to his own. 

After the apartments of Raphael in the 
Vatican, a lover of the arts ought to vifit 
his works at the Famefma, a little palace . 
on the banks of the Tiber, formerly belong- 
ing to the Famefe family, and now to the 
King of Naples their heir, who has deprived 
it of feveral treafures ; but luckily cannot rob 
it of thefe frefco paintings, which make its 
chief riches. In them ar^ reprefentcd the 
hiftory of Cupid and Pfyche. Never, was a 
ftory better told, nor could the acceflbry 
parts have been better conceived. I -find 
myfelf indifpenfibly obliged to particularifc 
thefe charming performances. The whole 
i^pmpofuion is divided into twenty-fix com- 

p^utmentSi 
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p^rtments, occupyiiig the walls of a lai^c 
hall. Of thefe, twenty-four are triangular ; 
fourteen of them, fmaller than the reft, are 

ppcupied ]yj little winged genii, in an end- 
lefs variety of attitudes, accompanied with 

the attributes of the different heathen deities^ 
and various birds and animals fymbolical of 
cpjch, Thefc are excellently imagined, bwt 
the attention is foon diverted from them to* 
the other pi<flures. The firft of thefe repre- 
lents Venus (hewing Pfyche to Cupid, as an 
aim for his darts. Pfyche is not in the 
pidure^ but is fuppofed to be on the earth ; 
while Venus and her fon are in the clouds. 
De la Lande fays this piece is the moil feebly 
of the whole, though he allows the draw^f 
ing to be in a great ftyle. In my opinion, 
what he calls fecblenefs is only that calm-* 
nefs of expreflion which ought to be in the 
principal charaders at the opening of an 
epic compofition, before their paffions are 
agitated, or " the plot thickens." 

The fecond defcribes Cupid, who being 
hlmfelf enamoured of Pfyche, contrary to 
the intention of his mother, fhews her to the 
three Graces for their approbation. No- 
thing 
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tiling can be better than the drawing M 
cxprefEon of the Graces. . That figure^ 
whofe back is towards the fpedator, is pe-* 
culiatly excellent in drawiog, and its colour*^ 
ing the moft juft of all the paintings of 
Raphael 1 ever faw, and much fuperior to 
the reft of this great work. The a£t of 
jud^ng, and a defire to form a favourable 
judgment) without, however, being violently 
interefted about the matter — all this is told^ 
not exafUy alike in all the three figures, but 
to the juft point of exprei&on, and not a 
fiep beyond. ^^ Cupid (fays De la Lande) 
has nothing but exprefTion. His colour 
is like a boiled lobfter, and his outline ftifE 
and lefs accurate than the other figures.*' 
May be fo, but his countenance could not 
be better. Pfyche is ftill out of the pidure^ • 

The third compartment reprefents Venus^ 
complaining to Juno and Ceres, thiat they 
have concealed Pfyche. Vepus is.eminendy 
beautiful, and the converfation very ani- 
mated, not, as in moft pidures, like peo-^ 
pie on the ftage, talking to be looked at, ^ 
Ibut like nature itfelf. 

In the fourth, Venus is going poft-haftc 

in 
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Ifli her chariot, drawn by dovfcsj to niake fief 
complaint to* Jupiter. 

In the fifth, flie appears before the FktHef 
^ gods and men^ iupplicating his afiiftance 

* 

$n the mdft eamefT, natural, and unaSeded 
manner. He hears her with a » calm dignii 
fied indulgence^ more difpofed to alleviate 
her anxiety,' than to grant her requeft. The 
eharaQcr of his head is the mbft noble arid 
Ablins, and yet the moft cotttjikcent pofli- 
We. That, of Vemrs leaves nothing to be 
wi&ed for. This compartffi^ntr flleafed irie 
the beft of all / ' ' 

Iii the fixth,. Mercury, truly fufpended'iri' 
fhfc air, is flying to execute the commands 
of Jupiter. 

In the feventh, a moft beautiful Pfyche^ 
cif ineffable grace and modefiy, conduced' 
by two genii, is carrying* the box of ver- 
milibn, for which Venus had infidioufly fent * 
her to Proferpine. * 

The next reprefents her interview with ' 
Venus, to whom fhe offers the hox in 
fearful humility, and who ftarts back, with 
uplifted hands, in furprile and mortification^ 
at her return. 

5 lo 
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, In tlie ninth compartment, Jupiter is n^ 
presented as granting the requeft of Cupid, 
that the lod beauty of his miftrefs maj b^ 
ref^ored. This is one of the moft celebrated 
pieces, and very juftly fo. The alFedlionate 
benignity of Jupiter, and above all the in- 
genuous fatisfa^ion difiufed through the 
countenance and whole figure of Cupid as 
he receives his embrace, may rank this pic- 
ture among the. very firft in point of ex- 
ipreiBon i nor is its compodtion lefs admir- 
able. 

The tenth compartment exhibits Mercury 
conducing Pfyche, beautiful and charming 
as beSfore, to the aflembly of the gods* 

Two great compofitions, which conclude 
the ftory, occupy the ceiling* One repre- 
letits the Council of the Gods, before whom 

« 

Venus and Cupid' are pleading_their caufe j 
while Mercury, who by the by is unnecef- 
larily ijaked; anticipates the decifion, by 
prelenting the ambrofial cup of immortality ^ 
to Pfyche. The other pitSure is the Nup- 
tial Feaft,^ where the heads of the two prin- 
cipal perfohagcs are beyond' defcription. 
farming. Jupiter is not painted to advan- ^ 

tage 
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tage hertj andl Ganymede rcacnes very awfci 
wardly acrofs the table ; but, tin the ^hole, 
-thefe pieces are worthy of their companions, 
and of the inimitable pencil and miiid that 
gave them birth. They are well copied ia 
the ball-room at Northumberland houfe. 

Thefe paintings fo abforbed my whole at-». 
tention, that I had fcarcely any left to be- 
ftdw.on Raphael's famous Galatea in the; 
next room, beautiful as fhe is, traVerfing thet, 
ocean in a flielly chariot drawn by dolphinsf,^ 
and attended by Tritons and Sea-nymphs 
worthy of herfelf. I could not fix my 
mind on any other ftory after that of Cupid 
and Pfyche, any more than I can enjoy a 
farce after a tragedy of Shakefpear by Mrs# , 
Siddons, Here is a coIolTal head of Alex-* 
ander in black and white, f^d ta have beea 
iketched by Michael Angelo, as a hint for 
Raphael to aim at a greater ftyle than he 
had hitherto attempted. De la Lande thinks 

ft unworthy of the hand to which it is at- 

• . » • 

tributed ; but probably its originality is well 
authenticated, not only by uniform tradition, ^ 
but from that compartment of the room on 
^hich it h drawn, being left uhfinifhed, 

evidently 
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evidently becaufe Raphael would not obli- 
terate this head. 

This palace contains fome more paintings 
of the fame date, and feveral antiquities, 
though the Venus aux belles fejfes ^ and fome 
other fculptures, are removed to Naples. A 
beautiful equeftrian ftatue of a young Au- 
guftus ftill remains. It is in marble, the fize 
of life. 

In the fame ftreet, not far dillant, ftands a 
deferted palace, built after the defigns of 
Raphael, and worthy of him. Although 
very fimple, it poflefles a cjegree of elegance 
rarely feen in any building. It confifts of 
two ftories, with feven windows in each, ' 
and no door. Between the windows are 
llngle pilafters. Thofe on the ground floor ^ 
have Doric capitals, but I think their fhaffs 
are more flender than the true Doric propor- 
tion. Thofe of the upper ftory are Corin- 

» 

thian. It is a kind of front whifch would 
coft very little, and ought to be publifhed 
accurately, with its meafurements, before it 
falls entirely to decay. But if a builder were 
to copy this palace, I fear he would make 
\'cn,. .IL C ^ quite 
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quite a different tiling of it, even tbougl^ 
not aiming at any improvement. 

Not far diftant is the convent of St, Onu-< 
phrius, in plain Englifh St. Humphrey, who 
feems no very popular faint, for I do not 

recolle£|: haviqg met with a church 4edicate4 
to him before, I only ri^ention him now, 
becaufe he guards the bones of Taflb and of 
John Barclay. Under the arcade, hefor^t 
the church door, are fome paintings of the 
hiftory of St. Jerome and other hermits, by 
Pomenichino, in which the heads are ex-s 
cellent. 

The great palace of Farnefe font^uns ai 
gallery not lefsj celebrated, nor fcarcely lefa 
lEtdmirable, than that of the Farnefma. It 
is the principal work qf Annibal Carraci, 
and confifts of various fablps of antiquity in 
compartments, reprefenting pictures fup-? 
ported by naked figures, or cariatidesy and 
iurrounded with a variety of ornaments, 
Tlie figures and ornaments are fo fhaded as 
to fuit the place they are in, appearing to 
^receive their light from the windows below 
OQ the opppfite n^t of the room ; where^^s 
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<3ie compartments have each their own pe« 
cuUar light, and fo appear like pidures* We 
kave not here that unity of compontion, or 
one ftory delineated through the trholci at 
in the Faraefina ; but onlj detached piecel 
of the ^boloiis hiftory of antiquity. They 
are excellent for invention, drawing, and 
colouring, but do not often pofTef^ that re-^ 
linenaent of exprcffion of which Raphael 
wa8 mailer, and ftill lefs the excjmfite grace 
znd beauty of his female figures. They 
are, however, the more eafy to imitate, and 
we have feveral engravings of this gaflery, 
zs well as many copies of fome of its parts. 
This palace once contained a vaft collec-* 
tion dF antique ftatues and bufts ; but the 
choiceft pieces have been removed to Naples, 
and others are daily carrying thither. We 
faw the femous Hercules undergoing the 
operation of having hfe ancient legs re- 
ftored, inflead of thcfe made by William 
della Porta, which Michael Angelo thought 
fuperior to the original ones. The ftatue 
was then to be fent to Naples. I could 
not well judge of its proportions, as it was 
fiifpended by cords, and encumbered with 

C 2 fcafFolding. 
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iotfibldlng. The fwelling of the mufcles is 
beyond nature, and Winkelman fays tho 
fculptor intended them to be fo, to expreis 
the rapid elafticity of the fibres in contra£t-« 
ing the mufcles with a circular tenfion, and 
thus to defcribe ideal force. I do not quite 
underiland this, nor do I profefs myfelf a 
compietent judge of the merits of this per-^ 
formance, except as to its fiqifhing, which 
is equal to any thing antiquity has left us. 

The Flora, celebrated for its exquifite 
drapery, we did not fee, it being then on 
the road to Naples, That ftiipendous group, 
the Toro Farnefe, reprefenting Amphion 
and Zetus, by order of their mother Antiopa, 
binding Dirce to the horns of a wild bull, 
was likewife about to be removed thither* 
The figures, larger than life, are all, with 
their bafement, hewn out of one block of 
marble, for which they arc more remark^ 
able than for e;^ecution» 
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CHAP. XXIL 



CHURCHES OP ROMBi 



X H £ churches of Rome are in inex« 
hauftible fiind of amufement, whether we 
conlider them as iludies of archite£tureg 
fculpture, or painting; as flores of an infinitv 
variety of marbles and other ftoiies^ for the 
inftrudion of the naturalifl; or as the theatres 
of innumerable curious and fplendid cere« 
monies, and of the fweeteft and moft perfe^ 
inufic, of which a rich feaft may be met 
with every day in the year at fome church 
or other* Th^ doors of the Roman churches 
are generally open, arid a ftfanger ttiay faun« 
ter about without fcrUpIe, only ufing fiich 
common difcretion as not to difturU the de*i 
votional ceremonies by loud talking, or run- 
ning againfi thofe who are occupied In them, 
^ ' C 3 With 
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With relpeffc to joining in thefe ceremomef 
or not, kneeling or Handing up, he may 
a£t jufl as his confcience or good manners 
didate. 

We were one evening prefent at the Ave 
Maria, and enjoyed the limple folemn ftrains, 
ftanding behind the kneeling crowd till the 
hymn was fiiiifti*d. We were then retiring, 
when a poor man came and told us, in the 
kindeft manner poflible, that the benediction 
was juft going to be delivered^ We thanked 
him, and returned . to receive it. His. eye 
beamed Gom]f)lacency, and we could per- 
ceive his blefling was added to that of the 
prieft. Ought we to have fneeredat this poor 
ftian for his pains, and run into the ftreet 
with a horfe laugh ? If we had done fb, 
we fhould have had his pity inilead of his 
ajpprobation ; we fhould not have bowed 
the knee to idols, we fhauld hav^ fliewn 
grqat courage where there was not the leaft 
danger,^ and have been moft orthodoxly de- 
ficiejit in Chriftian charity and good breed* 

Such of the moft remarkable churches of 
Rome as we vifited, during our firft flay 

there. 
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ihefe, i (hall now mention, refemilg biheiB 
mi I fpeak more at krge of this city, after 
feur feturn from Naples. 

Near the entrance of Rome^ oh the left^ 
Is St. Maria del Popolo. We vifited this 
thurch very oft€n j hot for the fake of its 
irdraculbus {)i6lure of the Virgin^ not for 
its Variety of precious marbles^ (lor evett 
for the flLdihifable fculptures of Bernini and 
fianfovinb: we Returned hither 4galin and 
tigarrij folely to feontemplate the more ad- 
inirable^ more preciotiSj^ more miraculous 
jftatue of Jonah, by Raphael* I have gazed 
t)n this divitie prOductioti f6r uncounted 
hours with frefli delight and aftotiiflimcnt. 
Whether tve cOnfider the gface arid elegance 
of the figure, the heavenly expreffioh of its 
beautiful countenance, or the inimitable 
management of the marble, furely this is 
the firft modern ftatue of the elegant kind, 
if Michael Aagelo's Mofes be allowed the 
J)re-'erainence of lublimity. Jonah is not 
pourtrayed with his iifual bible face and 
great beard, but as a young man of the 
inoft beautiful fbrnl and proporticns, fitting, 
or rather ftandihg, upon the whale, with his 

C 4 right 
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right foot refting on its lower jaw j and h* 
feems in the moment of pious exultation at 
his deliverance. The mouth of the animal 
is wide open j its teeth arc thofe of a ihark^ 
and the voluminous folds of its capacious maw 
are fo excellently defer ibed, with all their 
Jmooth flippery fleeknefs, that marble furely 
can exprefs no more. It is commonly re* 
ported that this ftatue, and its companion 
Elias, were executed by Lorenzetto, after the 
deligns of Raphael, but fome have afiertQi 
the Jonah to. have been even finifhed by 
that great painter's own hand ; and an inge- 
nious eflay was publifhed not long, ago in 
fupport of this opinion. Thofe who think ' 
otherwife, fay, the marble is too fcientifically 
handled, for the work of a perfonnot long 
experienced in the exercife of the chiiTel. 
But if Lorenzetto executed it, why has he 
not fucceedcd equally well in any other work? 
And where can any modern fculpture be found 
in any refpeil fimilar to this, as to the ftyle of 
finifhing ? Of the time and pradlice requi- 
fite to produce fuch command of the chiflcl 
I do'^not pretend to judge, nor can any of 
us tell how much Raphael applied himfelf to 

the 
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the ihidy j but certainly, if that tranfcendent 
mafter of outline did attempt fculpture, he 
xnuft have been more likely to rival the an- 
cient Grecian perfection than any other 
mortal. 

The chapel which contains this treafure 
is the fecond on the left hand, and belongs 
to the Chigi family, the relations of Pope 
Alexander VII. The chapel is of fine pro- 
portions, richly adorned, and poflefles two 
ftatues by Bernini, with feveral mofaics 
worthy of notice, if it were poflible to with- 
draw the eye from Jonah. By the entrance 
is a monument in memory of the late 
Princefs Chigi, with her portrait. This lady 
died in child-bed, at an early age, when 
Lady Miller was at Rome, who laments her. 
death in pathetic terms. — She muft have 
been uncommonly amiable, for the perfoa 
who (hewed us her monument ipoke of her, 
even at this diftanae of time, with the deepeft 
regret. 

In another part of this church we met 
with a white marble monument, with a ftiff 
recumbent ftatue, and the following epi- 
taph ; 

Marc* 
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Mafto Aiitbiiii'Eqiiitis Roman? 

filio ex nobili Albertonum famiM 

corpore animo q. infignt 

qui arH^um agen. iXX 

pdfte inguinaria ihteriit 

An falutis chriftianse 

MGCGCLXXXV die XXII juB 

Heredes BMP, 

Tlii^ hsffi beSefi fu]i)pof^d to thfb^ fo'tri* 
fight on the hiftoty of the Lifes Venel'ea, ai 
proting. its exiftence in ftaly in 1485, and 
I believe the Jnfcripfion haS befeft already 
publifhed with that view j bat I do liot fetf 
how We cart determine thi^ fejiis . irigiiimfia 
to have been that difeafe, and not the j^lague' 
with an ihgoinai bubo; 

We looked into fhe twin churches of th^ 
Piazza del Popolo, which meet the eye orf 
entering the gate. In that on the lidcf 
liext the Corfo are feveral good pi^ures by 
Carlo Maratti and Salvator Rofa, the latter' 
in bad Hghts. In the other church is nothing: 
worth notice. • 

Proceeding through the Vizlt^i di- Spagna^ 
we come to th6 Jtiagnificent flight of fteps^ 
which leads to the chtircJi and convent of 
LaTnnita de' Monti^belongiug to the French 
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imnims* Here is the celebrated frefco of 
the Defcent from the Crofs^ by Daniel de 
Vdterra, efteeiAed one of the foui* beft paints 
ings in Rome. Its colouiing is void of all 
attradions, but the drawing and expreflion 
peculiarly fiile; The men who are taking 
down the body, are not fo remarkable as the 
front group of the three women aflifting the 
virgin, who is f;unting. This group ha» 
been finely copied, in a lefs fize, by Annibal 
Carraci, I believe more than once, and is 
one of the moft valued pidures of the Or^ 
leans coUei^ion at Paris* It has alfo been 
well engraved, and is too well known to 
xiced defcription or praife. I have only to 
add, that the great Michael Angelo is fup* 
pofed to have given the outline of this piece^ 
and that it was executed only by Daniel de 
Voltemu 

A little farther on is a fmall church of 
th« Conception, belonging to a convent of 
Capucins, vifited by all travellers on ac- 
count of Guido's St* Michael triumphing 
ov^r Satan, againfl which Smollet has vent* 
ed his fpleen. He, poor man, was no judge 
of painting, and it more fuited.his humour 

to 
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to find out that St. Michael was drefled like 
an opera dancer (which cannot be dehicfd\ 
than to admire the tranfcendent beauty and 
grace which Guido has given. him. Oppo* 
iite to this is a very admirable performance 
of Pietro da Cortona> St. Paul healing Ana- 
niais* The compofition is good; the co- 
louring rich and harmonious. 
I. • 

The church of St. Carlo in the Corfo i$ 
Remarkable for its pavement, which coniifts 
of large monumental ftones, inlaid with va- 
rious fine marbles, reprefenting coats of arms^ 
palm-branches, fkeletons, cherubs, and other 
ornaments in their proper* colours. Some 
other churches are paved in a fimilar man- 
ner, but not in fuch perfection. Mr. Bry- 
done defcribes the fame kind of decoration 
in a church at Malta. In all thefe the an- 
tique yellow marble is very ufeful ; ndt 
only becaufe its colour is often wanted, but 
alfo on account of its becoming red in the 
fire ; by means of which property the mi- 
nuted pieces, being partially heated, acquire 
any fhade from yellow to deep red, with a 
regular gradation of tints. By this the bees 

ia 
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in the Barberini arms are very neatly ex-* 
prefied 

Santa Maria in Vallicella, or Chieli 
Nuova, is a church worthy of notice, for 
its archifefture, its rich decorationvS, its pic-* 
turcs, and its profufion of votive offerings of 
filver. 'jfhe chapd, containing the body of 
St. Philip Neri, who founded this churchy is 
wonderfully rich, but not el^ant. Here is 
^ fine cupola painted by Pietro da Cortona, 
with the Angular defign of Chrifl Ihewing 
his heavenly Father aU the inftruments of 
his paflion, brought by angels. It is well 
compofed and executed. The fame artift 
has painted the extremity of the nave, 
Guido, Carlo Maratti, and Michael Angelo 
da Caravaggio, have alfo displayed their abi- 
Uties here to advantage. While we were 
admiring thefe paintings, and regretting the 
declining light, which obliged us to poftponc 
any farther examination of them that even- 
ing, elpecially as every body had left the 
church, and we apprehended being fhut in^ 
our ears were faluted by the moft heavenly 
ilrains furely that ever came from a mortal 
voice. It was an evening hymn of th^ fim-» 

pleft, 
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pleft, fweeteft compofition, and proceeded 
from one voice in a gallery above us. We 
had fcarcely time to recognize the mufician, 
and to be fatisfied we were not entranced^ 
before the mufic ceafed ; but its impreffioa 
Will never be erafed from my mind. 

Santa Maria Maggiore is one of the prin- 
cipals churches after St. Peter's, not only ia 
dignity, antiquity, and fan<ftity, but alfo ia 
iize and magnificence. Its nave is fupe- 
rior in beauty to almoft every other build- 
ing, having on each fide a fimple uniform 
row of Ionic pillars, of aneient workman- 
fhip and. fine proportions, which have a 
charming efFedl, and give this building the 
air of an antique temple. Here are fomc 
very ancient mofaics, which were cited in 
the fecond Council of Nice, to prove the 
antiquity pf image worfhip ; but if antiquity- 
were any argument, they might as well have 
quoted the golden calf of the Ifraelites. The 
fubjed is fcarcely worth mentioning, but I 
fhall have 4 fgw remarks to offer upon it 
hereafter. 

In this church are two moft fumptuous 
chapels, one built by Sixtus V* the other 

the 
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the burial-place of the Borghefe family. In 
(the foriner is the maufoleum of th^t illiiftri- 
ons ^pope, orns^mented with fine ^as-rreliefs j 
And oppoTite to it the monument of Str 
Pius V. whofe bqdy lie$ i?i n* fine farcppha** 
gus of verde antique, in the fide of which 
Is a bronze door^ with hk figure em^ioiTed 
. upon it. This door is opened on^ 4^7 ia 
jMay every year, and the body i^xpofed to 
the fight and veneration of the faithfuL 

The Borghefe chapel is of the f^me fize 
find figure as its oppofite neighbour, and ia 
Jike manner decorated with the maufoleums 
of Paul V. the founder, and Clement VIIL 
The altar, and indeed every part, is as richly 
fidorned as poffible, and in a ftyle worthy 
pf the materials. In this chapel a fingular 
ceremony is performed in Auguft everyi 
year, in memory of the building of the 
church. A plentiful fhower of flowers of 
jafmine is made to fall from the dome to 
the floor during fervice.. This is to com-^ 
inemorate a (hower of fnow, of which a 
(pertain Pope is faid to have dreamed one 
flight in Auguft, and when he awoke, to 
|i^yc foiind it h^d really fallen, ift the night 

pn 
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on the hill where this church ftands, where 
he could certainly do no lefs than build a 
church in memory of the important mira- 
cle. How much tafte has ttiis elegant peo- 
ple, even in their mod contemptible mum- 
mery ! How pleafant to dream of fnow at 
Rome in Auguft, and how luxurious to imi- 
tate it with jafmine 1 We were told, how- 
ever, that no women ever partook of this 
luxury. Such is the averlion of the fex 
in Italy to all kind of perfumes, that they 
avoid this church as they would a pefti- 
lence,' whenever this ceremony is performed. 
Taking the left of the two great ftreets, 
or rather roads, which lead from the front of 
St. Maria Maggiore, we reach at length St. 
Giovanni in Laterano, Handing in an open 
fpot juft within the walls. This is the head 
of all the churches in Rome, and ranks be- 
fore St. Peter s in dignity and antiquity. It 
is the real cathedral of the world., for here 
the Pope is enthroned, and enters on his 
Wthority. Yet this holy church itfelf is a 
turn-coat, for it was dedicated to Chrift, and 
called by his name, till the feventh century, 
when St. John Baptift, and St. John the 

Evangelifl:J^ 



tvangelift, fey tKeii^ joint inteteft threw ttid 
Out, and were btought in hollow themfelve^, 
as our borough-nldngets fay;-^! Ifeive th6 
analogy to be drawn fktthfef by thbfe whoiA 
it mkj concern, only cautioniflg them againft 
concluding that all borough-mcJngeYs, ot 
borough reprefentatives, are faints ; ttiy bu- 
finefs is with the prefetit appearance of this 
famous edifice* 

Its principal frdnt is oiie cf thfe fineft iix 
Rome, notwithftanding thfe fkiilts which 
De la Lande mentions, which h^ ha^ copied 
-from Magnani's book, as well as ttioft of 
his account of this and othef churches. Thfe 
chief imperfeftidft is the too great height of 
the baliiftrade. Piranefi's print gives an ac* 
curate idea of its effed. The veftibule, a 
part which this has in common with other 
ancient and principal churches, is very fine, 
and elegantly adorned with yellow antique 
marble, intermixed with blue and white. 
The nave I cannot admire at all. It is much 
deformed with great niches in the pilafters, 
each containing a ftatue of an apoftle, and 

* 

ornamented with two columns df verd an*- 
tique, too good for the ftatues and their fitu- 
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ation. The high altar is ornamented with 
a gothic canopy fupported by porphyry pil- 
lars. At the extremity of the crofs aifle, on 
the left, is the altar of the Sacrament, chiefly 
remarkable for four large antique fluted 
columns of bronze gilt, faid to have been 
taken from the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, 
Lady Miller fpeaks of thefe as being placed 
round the altar, which they are not, and 
feems to imply that they are at the high 
altar ; a miftake into which fhe appears to 
have fallen in copying De la Lande, who 
has confufed himfelf in copying Magnani j 
the latter only gives an accurate account. 

One chapel in this church is better worth 
feeing than all the reft of the building. It 
belongs to the Corfmi family, and is on the 
left of the principal entrance. It was built 
by Clement XII. of that family, and the 
mofaic altar-piece reprefents St. Andrew 
Corfmi, one of his relations. When an 
Italian family has produced a Pope and a 
Saint, it holds itfelf very high. The Medicis, 
with all their glory, never arrived at this 
dlgiiit^y. They have indeed furnifhed the 

c world 
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world with feveral Popes, but have exhibited 
only a very flight tin<9:ure of fandity. 

The monument of Clement XIL may be 
cfteemed one of the moft magnificent in the 
world, if only on account of the noble far- ' 
cophagus of porphyry, which he flole from 
the portico of the Pantheon to decorate his 
own tomb. Independent of its vaft fize, 
its proportions are the fineft of any extant. 
Nothing can exceed the elegance of its fim- 
ple fluted ornaments. ^ 

Here are feveral other monuments, and a 
profufion of porphyry, alabafl.er, and bronze, 
all employed with great judgment. The 
founder of this chapel built the portico of 
the church, and thefe two are the only parts 
of the edifice that difplay any confiderable 
degree of tafl:e. 

Adjoining is a very remarkable building, 
the Baptiftery, erefled by Confl:antine. . Its 
form is circular or odagon, and round the 
centre or area are eight of the finefl: porphyry 
colmnns in Rom^, though not all of equal 
height, nor is their furface quite even; a fault 
frequent in fuch colurnns, from the difficulty 
ot working and pplifliing fo hard a fl:one. 

D .2 • Thefe 



Thcfc Tuppott an antique architrave. Oft 
which ftand eight fmallet columns, and above 
thefe is the cupola* The matetials^ of this 
edifice are rich, but they were not formed 
for it originally, fo that the whole is in a 
very bad flyle. In the upper part of the 
building are eight pi Aures by Andrea Sacchi, 
one of my moft admired artifts. The font 
is in the centre under the dome, and we de- 
scend fome ftepsto it j an image of primitive 
baptifm in rivers. 

Near the baptiftery ftands a famous obe- 
lifk, brought by Conflahtine from Thebes to 
Alexandria, and from thence by his fon to 
Rome. Sixtus V. placed it in its prefent 
fituation at a great expence, it being one of 
the largefl: obelifks known. It is fculptured 
with hieroglyphics ; its fubflance is the ufual 
red granite of Upper Egypt, a beautiful done 
when polifhed. 

At a little diftance a Angular femi-circular 
jiichc, about thirty feet high, (lands alone, 
decorated in the upper part with an ancient 
mofaic, taken from the magnificent refefl:ory 
which St. LeoIIL ereded in the Latcran pa- 
lace* 
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lace. Hence this building is called his TW-^ 
clinium. 

Behind the Triclinium is another edifice, 
in which is placed that very holy and very 
celebrated ftaircafe, confiding of twenty-eight 
il^ps of marble, taken from the houfe of 
Pontius Pilate, and which Chrift is reported 
to have afcended and defcended feveral times. 
Thefe fteps can only be afcended kneeling ; 
but on each fide is another ftaircafe, on 
which a man may, without offence, walk in 
that upright pofture for which God created 
him, and in which he always moves, while 
he preferves his true dignity undQbaf^d by 
fuperftition and flavery. An eegentric Eng- 
liih friend of mine had indeed the boldnefs 
to run up the fteps in the centre, but he was 
foon called down with great indignation ;; 
his conduft was excufed on the fuppofition 
of ignorance only. The vaft concourfe of 
devout knees was found to wear thefe ftepa 
fo faft, that wooded covers were made for 
them, and thefe are obliged to be often re- 
newed. It fhould feem that to crawl up 
thefe ftairs, is one of the moft meritorious 
anions that can be performed. How h^ye 
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I wifhed for the pencil of a Bunbury to de-r. 
lineate thofe truly ridiculous groups often tQ 
be feen here ! So .many gouty cardinals, 
fat pripfts, and corpulent old ladies, heaving 
one knee after the other, would, without any 
exaggeration, make as good a pitSure as the 
long minuet, or any other work of the fame 
comical artift. I have feen ten or tweh'e 
carriages X)f the firft people in Rome waiting 
below, which evinced the quality of the pe- 
nitents then upon duty. 

Near St. Maria Maggiore is a fmall church 
of great antiquity, dedicated to a St. Praflede,. 
faid to be as ancient as the fecond century, 
and confequently poflefling many relicks. I 
mention it chiefly for one of thefe, a little 
jafper column, or rather pyramid, near three 
feet high, faid to have been that at which 
our Saviour fuffered flagellation. However 
abfurd this may be, confidering the fize and 
fhape of the pillar, which a child of ten 
years old might run away with, yet this 
thing was brought^ /f-om the holy land as a 
choice relick by a Cardinal Colonna in 1223? 
The fl:eps leading to the altar feeni to be of 
the antique Egyptian red marble, called 

rofo 
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rojfo anttcOj and if fo are very valuable. 
The prefent Pope lately purchafed an old 
cornice of the fame marble, for about its 
weight in filver, to cut up for the decoration 
of fome of his buildings. Its colour is an 
uniform red, a little paler than the dark part 
of red porphyry. It6 quarries are loft to 

us. 

From hence we went to St. Peter irrvin^ 

* 

cttlisy or in chains, remarkable for the twenty 
antique columns of the Doric order which 
decorate its nave.* They are of a whitifli 
marble with grey veins, faid in books to 
be Parian; and perhaps they may be fo, 
though full of ftraight veins like cipolino. 
They are fluted in the moft ancient manner, 
the grooves running clofe together, and pat- , 
iing quite through from top to bottom, with- 
out any femi-circular termination. Their 
form is very elegant. Here is the monu- 
ment of Pope Julius II. defigned by Michael 
Angelo, and decorated with that tranfcendent 
ftatue of Mofes, the mafter-piece of modern 
fculpture. It is of a coloflal fize, of a won- 
derfully fine block of white marble, and in 
^ fitting pofture j but little elevated above 
•. ' D 4 the 
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t}i6 ground. Above is fome archhe^tieii 
with a farcophagus, and twp or three fmallei^ 
^gures ; but it is impoffibl^ to fix the at-t 
tpntion pn any thing except this Mp^^s^ 
Here the geqius of Michael Angelo has fol-i 
low^d its natural bent. 3u^h fublimity^ 
fpch inefF^ye digrjity cpuld coipe from no 
chiflel but his. The divine legiflator reftsi 
one hand Qn the tables of the law, while he 
•addrefles himfelf in m^jeftic difpleafure tQ 
the people ; whofe abfurdity feems a great 
t|ial pf his patience, and n^oves at once hi$ 
9jiger and ^ftonifhment. His be^rd has been 
criticUfd as too Ipng, but it is fo well dif- 
pofedy ope cannot vifh any part awa^ ; and 
the execution qf the anatomy pf ^he figure, 
and its drapery, may vie with the finifhing 
pf the Jonah, or of ^moft any fculpture ex- 
tant. Julius II. is not buried here, but at 
St. Petpr's in the Vatican, nor is there any 
infcriptipn or coat of arms pn this monu-i 
ment 

In this ghurch is an old fuperftitipus in- 
fpription about tjie plague, which we had 
r}ot time to copy. 

In a little irregular ruinous area near t|ie 
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bridge, called Ponte rottOj are three fmall 

churches which deferve to be mentioned, 
rather for what they have been than what 
they are* Firft^ St. Maria in Cofmedin, is 
built on the ruins, and of the materials, of 

* 

an ancient temple of Modefty, into which 
none but noble ladies could enter. It does 
not appear from the hiftory of ancient Rome, 
that nobility gave all ladies a genuine right 
to this privilege, nor has it been iince found 
(expedient to reftore it at Rome or elfewherc* 
Here are eight columns which made a part 
of the original building. Under the portico 
is a large marble maik, three or four feet 
wide, fuppofed to have been ufed in ancient 
times as a teft of veracity, the witnefs being 
^required to fwear with his hand in the gaping 
mouth of this mafk, which it was fuppofed 
would clofe if he fwore falfely. This is 
called Bocca della veritci (the mouth of 
truth). Others judge it to have been merely 
the covering of a drain, the orifices ferving 
to let water pafs. Its form is good. Second, 
The Madonna del Sole, is thought to have 
been a temple of Vefta. It is almoft entire, 
.^i a circular form, with twenty Corinthian 

fluted 
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fluted columns of white marble on the out* 
fide ; but thefe columns are unfortunately 
built up to about half their diameters in a 
modern wall^and the modern roof is fright- 
ful, fo that this beautiful antiquity is much 
deformed, and looks like a fine perfon muf- 
fled up in a blanket and night cap. Third, 
The Temple of Fortuna virilisj now meta- 
morphofed into the church of St. Mary the 
Gipfey, has not been more fortunate. Its 
fine Ionic columns are as much encumbered 
with modern patch-work. 

From hence, direding our fteps to the 
ancient Mons Cselius, we come to the church 
of St. Gregory the Great, a very famous 
and adive pope, whofe relicks are preferved 
here ; and hardy muft be the heretic who 
can approach them without trembling. Yet 
we were fo profane as to refleft, when 
ftanding in this fpot, that here the dodlrine 
of purgatory was fabricated ; for which alone 
St. Gregory deferved canonization, fo bene- 
ficial has it been to the church. Here was 
the paternal manfion of this diftinguiflied 
man, and here he himfelf built a church 
and convent, dedicated to St. Andrew, whofe 

fame 
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fame he has now eclipfed. In the church, 
on the left, is a beautiful pidure by Battoni, 
an artift not long fince dead, reprefenting 
the Virgin with faints about her, pleafing for 
its foft and brilliant efFe(9:, as well as the 
gracefulnefs of the figures. 

Returning by the Campo Vaccino, we 
yifited St, Francefca Romana, whofe flirine 
is of rich ftones, and of a handfome form. 
The monument of Pope Gregory XL is 
worth vifiting, on account of a good bas- 
relief reprefenting his entry into Rome, for 
it was he who brought back the apoftolic 
fee from Avignon in 1377; ^ j^j^^^ event 
for the then poor degraded and defolate ca- 
pital of the world. 

Some of the rrioft fuperb bas-reliefs in 
Rome are to be feen at St. Agnes, in the 
Piazza Navona, a very magnificent church, 
jcontaining alfo the fiite maufoleum of Inno- 
cent X. who built the church ; to atone, I 
prefume,^ for fome of his own fins, and thofe 
of his inceftuous miftrefs, the rapacious and 
tyrannical Donna Olympia. He is repre- 
fented kneeling; for the moft deteftable 
princes are devout on their monuments at 

leaft, 
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leaftj as was Catherine of Medicis, and as 
5UQy other odious Catherine perhaps may be. 
Although we vifited many of the ruins, 
as well as fomc gardens, villas, and the Va- 
tican Mufeum, during our firft abode at 
Rome, yet as we examined them again after 
our return from Naples, I forbear to defcribe 
them now. 



CHAP. 
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sC H A P. XXHL 



iTHE CARNIVAL — MASQUERADE — ^THBA* 
TRES'-'MUSEUMS OF NATURAL 
HISTORY" — LITERATI — 
PLANTS IN FLOWER^ 



X HE Caorniyal is no where feento greater 
-advantage than at Rome; and though fo 
many travellers have, meationed it> n^ore or 
Jefs particularly^ that a full defcription is un^ 
neceflary, no one who has feen it can be 
expeded to be wholly fdent on the fubjcflt, 
and aot to delight io dwelling a little OA 
thofe celebrated fcenes, and that mdtley comt- 
pany,-of which he can fay qtiorum par^ fnu 

Tliis entertainment lads here but nine 

days, Sundays excluded. And even on thoie 

nine days maiks are allowed to he worn fot 

only three or four hours in the afternoon. 

^ts firft beginning was on the vafternoon pf 

Saturday^ 



t 
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Saturday, February i oth ; the fcene of di- 
verfion being the Corfo, the principal ftreet 
of the city, which runs from the Piazza del 
Popolo in a ftraight line almoft up to the Ca- 
pitol, which indeed ought to be laid open to 
it. Engliflimen very generally pronounce 
the name of this ftreet aa^ we do corfe^ and 
when fo pronounced, it aCtually means a 
Corjican^ which founds very ridiculous to a 
Roman ; the true pronunciation >bf its firft 
fyllable is like our word coarfe. This re- 
mark is fuperfluous to thofe who know 

• • • * • 

Italian, but I write it for thofe who do 
not. ' - 

The middle part of this ftreet, which un- 
luckily is not a very wide one, is, in Carni- 
val time j occupied by tliree rows of coaches 
all in proceflion ; thofe which compofe the 
two outermoft going up one fide and down 
the other, and fo making a continual circuit, 
as in Hyde Park. The central row is com- 
pofcd of the coaches of fovereign princes, 
and, I believe, cardinals ; at leaft the fplendid 
equipage of the prefent pope's nephew al- 
ways moved in that line, but whether in 
confequence of his rank as cardinal, or asv 
' governor 
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governor of Rome, I am not certain. Here 
the " exiled majefty of England " might be 
feen every afternoon, lolling in his coach^ 
the very image of a drunken Silenus, more 
afleep than awake, and apparently tottering 
on the brink of that grave to which he is 
fmcc gone. The fmall remains of expreC- 
(ion to be feen in his face, wore the appear- 
ance of good nature. He was often accom-* 
panied by his legitimated daughter,, the 
Duchefs 6l Albany, a lively and unaffe^f^ed 
woman, but without any perfonal charms* 
She died, I think, before her father. The 
countenance of this unfortunate prince had 
much refemblance to that of King Tames IL 
and it has been fomewhat feverely remarked, 
that " the perv^crfenefs of his delliny, and 
the worthleflhefs of his character, bore tefti- 
mony to' his defcent." So that if any body 
choofes to fupport the old warming*-pan 
ftory, it muft be prefumed the pious king 
had fome baftard of his own ready at hand, 
to put off for the child of his queen. But 
as Lord Chefterfield obferves, it is of no 
consequence whether that ftory has any 
foundation or not j the Stuart family, whe- 
ther 
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Iheriegitimate or fuppofititious,bemglawftifly 
excluded for incorrigible mifcondudt, and 
that is the beft and moft lawful reafon. The 
permiffion to ride in the centre of the Corfo 
was almoft the only mark of rank that the 
Pretender enjoyed; the Pope having long 
ago required him to lay afide the ftyle and 
title of king. The people commonly nick- 
named him " The King of the twelve Apo- 
ftles/^ becaufe he lived in the fquare fo called. 
To Engliflimen the Romans were always 
very polite upon this fubjeft. Being at a 
houfe in the Corfo one afternoon, from the 
balcony of which' we had a view of the 
carriages and mafks, fomebody enquired 
whofe coach that was in the middle of the 
ftreet ? They were immediately anfwcred 
aloud^ purpofely in our hearing, " // Pretett'- 
dente.^^ We obferved a few North-Briton 
travellers affiduous in their attentions to the 
Duchefs of Albany and her father. Their 
4rondu(3: mufl: have been prompted by prin- 
ciple, certainly not intereft, and is therefore 
to be refpeded, even by th6fe of difierent 
principles ; though it muft be confefled I 
have obferved fome inftances of this affiduity, 

which 
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Which feemed to fprihg from a meer fond- 
nefs for dangling aftier rank, howevet futile 
and imaginary-. 

The equipdgeS dti the (5brfd difptayed 
great magiiifidence, aiid a fantaftic ftyle of 
ornament rievfer indulged but iii Carnival 
time. They Were preceded by nmnirlg- 
footmen, and attended by numerous fervants 
in fplendid livetieB. The g^at variety of 
dwU niifks bn foot, ^ere by far the moft 
diverting part of the fcen^. Here tvere 
niimbers of coatfe athletld cafmcii drefled 
aS wonien, fanning themfelVes with a 
pretended delicacy and liftl^flhefs highly 
comic, and hanging on the arms of their 
niiftreffes, whofe little flender fijgureS, ftrut- 
ting in breeches, niade no lefs ridiculous an 
appearance. Thi^ kind of metamorphbfis, 
on fuch an dccafion, and in fuch a rank, is 
entertaining enough, though not in my opi- 
nion to be tolerated iti any thing like regular 
fociety, A very common character iti thefe 
mafquerades is a man drefled like a quaker, 
who runs lip to every body makitig a fort 
of thrilling buzzing noife with his lips, and 
a very ideotic ftsire. We could not enter 

Vol. II. E . much 
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much into the humour of this perfonagi?^ 
for he never fpoke nor made any other noife 
than the above. We fancied be was meant 
to burlefque our nation^ for an EngUfhrnan; 
16 always fo dref^d on the Italian ftage, an J 
efpecially as we fometimes faw thefe charac- 
ters fhaking one another violently by the 
hand, in the Englifh manner caricatured. 
After the promenade had continued about 
two hours, the coaches were all drawn up 
In a row on each fide of the ftreet, and foot 
paflengers either ftationed between them and 
the houfes, or feated on rows of chairs or 
benches on the foot-walk, which is in fome 
parts raifed three or four feet above the cen- 
tral pavement. Thus every body waited itt 
anxious expedation for the race. At length 
a number of little horfes, without riders^ 
ftarted from a ftand in the Piazza del Popolo 
for a goal at the other end erf" the Corfo^ 
They were decked widi ribbands, iater- 
mixed with tinfel and other rattling matter,.^ 
and fmaU nails fo contrived as to prick their 
fides at every ftep, and fpur them on. They 
were alfo tickled and fpirited up as much as 
polTible by their owners before the fignal 

foe 
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ft)r ftarting^ fo that they fet off funouflj at 
firft ; but the fpirit of many of them failed 
before the end of the courfe, and one or 
two of the moft promifing were often feen 
to flop fhort in the middle, flaring about 
them, while a more fteady racer arrived at 
the goal. Nothing can be more filly than 
this race ; and our Englifh jockey travellers, 
who are competent judges on fuch parts at 
ieafl of the curiofities of Italy, treat this 
diverfion with the fame contempt that fome 
people beflow on their own racing at home. 
The only difierence is, that the Roman races 
merit but contempt at the worft Here is 
iio wafle of fortune, no fharping, nor any 
tampering with jockeys. The prize is no- 
thing more than a little flag, and chance be- 
llows it. 

On thefe occafions the houfes in the Corfo 
are ornamented with tapeflry hung out of 
their windows, which contributes much to 
the fplendour of the fcene. At the French 
Academy of Painting and Sculpture we ob- 
ferved fome very rich ornaments of this 
kind, reprefenting the natural produdions 
of Cayenne, executed in a firfl-rate flyle, 

E 2 probably 
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probably at the Gobelins, and forming aii 
interefting ftudy for a naturalift. They arc 
expofed at no other time. 

We mixed with the motley crowd every 
afternoon, our Englifli clothes ferving moft 

completely as a mafqueradedrefs, and pro- 
curing us a number of rencounters, all of the 
facetious and good-humoured kind. Tues- 
day, February 20th, was the laft day of Car- 
nival, and on that evening all the diverfiona 
were carried to their higheft pitch. The 
crowd was prodigious ; but although every 
body was full of tricks^ and all diftinftion 
of ranks and perfons laid afide^ the whole 
paffed off without the leaft ill behaviour, or 
any thing Kke a quarrel. It was the moft 
good-lramoured mob I ever faw. About 
dufk every body took a fmall lighted taper m 
their hands, and moft people held feveral ; 
happy were they who could keep the greateft 
number lighted, for the amufement confifted 
in trying" to extinguifh each other's candlesi 
Some people carried large flambeaux. All- 
die windows, and even roofs, being crowd- 
ed with fpe£tators, and fcarcdy any body 
without lights, the ftreet looked like a ftarry 

firmament. 
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firmameat. Below were many carriages 
parading up and down, much more whim- 
ileal and gawdy than had yet appeared. 
Some refembled triumphal cars, decked with 
wreaths of flowers, and party-coloured 
lamps in feftoons. The company within 
carried tapers, and a plentiful ammunition 
jo£ fugar-plumbs, with which they pelted 
their acquaintances on each fide, infomuch 
that the field of adion looked next morning 
as if there had been a fhower of fnow. 
Thefe carriages contained the firft company 
and moft elegant women in Rome, fantaf- 
tically dreflfed, but generally unmafked. 
They were open to the jokes and compli- 
ments of any body who chofe to ftand on 
the fteps of their coach doors, which were 
yery low, and the ladies were not backward 
in repartee. When they had no anfwer 
ready, a volley of fugar-plumbs generally 
repulfed their befiegers. The ranks on the 
raifed foot-way, and the crowd below, wete 
in a continual roar of laughter, fome with 
effufions of real humour, while thofe who 
could fport no better wit, bawled out, as 
tl^ey carried their branches of vfax candles. 
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•* Sia amazsiato cbi non ha lume^^ (Kill ^l 
thofe that have no lights); to which the others 
anfwered, " Kill all thofe that have/' Others 
called out, " Siana ama%%ati gli ahbati^ bar^ 
hlerty capucint^ or Tny4ordi^* the latter to us 
Englifhmcn ; and fometimes they called us 
Franceji (Frenchmen), A few fire-works 
were exhibited, but no very capital ones. 
On the whole, we were highly entertained 
with this grotefque amufement, and could 
not but admire the perfect good-nature of 
the people, who could carry off fuch a Icene 
without the leaft diforder. Between eight 
and nine o clock ^very body retired, and all 
was quiet. 

One evening, or rather after midnight, 
we went in dominos to a feftino or mafked 
ball, at the Aliberti Theatre. Here was an 
immenfe crowd, but little public wit or hu- 
mour, although probably much intrigue, and 
many private jokes; the principal part of 
which muft neceflarily be loft upon ftrangers. 
The drefled charafters were few and bad. 
One of the moft fmgular, though not divert- 
ing, was an elegaiit woman in a monumental 
fort qf drapeiy, perfedly white, and hold-t 
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iflg a white urn in her hand. She ran about 

the room exhibiting this urn without fjpeak- 

ing, fancying, I believe, that (he was fetting 

pff her figure to advantage ; but her geftures 

were too violent, and totally deficient in that 

penfive dignity and grace which her drefs 

required* There wafi a profufion of the 

quakeri& peribnages I have already de- 

fcribed ; and the company exhibited more 

bad dancing than I ever faw at one time 

before. The crowd, heat, and duft were m- 

fufierable, and we were glad to efcape about 

four in the morning. The amufements on 

the Corfb were much more entertaining. 

At this Theatre (Aliberti) the ferious 
Operas are very good. The decorations 
and the ballets fuperior to any thing we met 
with any where elfe. It is no wonder the 
fcenes at Rome are well painted. Here are 
fo many artifts, who want to pufli them- 
felves into notice, that they are glad to 
pxert their utmofl abilities for very little pay, 
in any work that may excite public attention. 
One circumftance renders the Roman thea- 
tre very difgufting. No women are allowed 
to a£t ; their places are fupplied by men, 

E 4 and 
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and although the principal female p^rt is 
generally performed by a man, oy at leaft ^ 
l^eingy who neg}e<3ts ^o art of drefs or gefturjy 
to complete the deception, aijd who, on ^ 

• « 

large theatre, might poilibly efcape detedion, 
if the aiidience wer^ not pre^inform^d j yet 
the inferior parts are fp miferably filled up, 
they can hardly be beheld with patience. 
This fpoils the effe<9: of all ferious d^amatiq 
pieces. It is intended however as a fafe- 
guard to the public morals ; byt jt i§ juft 
fuch a fafe-guard as might be expected froni 
thofe who are taught to confider celibacy a§ 
a virtue, and whpfe whoje education feem§ 
contrived to prevent them from ufing their 
reafon, or following nature. Hence theii; 
own too general charadler in politics, reli- 
gion, and morals; and inafmucji as any 
fyftem of education refembles theirs, fo far 

may the fame fruits be expected. 

At the Theatre del/a Valle we law a |cind 

• ■ 

of tragi-comedy not badly aded : the fcene 
laid in England. It was followed by a mu- 
Ccal comic opera, very well performed. 

On Afh ^ednefd^y, February 21 ft, alt 
the v^orld went to the Csipella Siftina^^ at 

the 
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^e Vjiticani, to fee the Pope perform the 
peremony of p^itting afhes on the heads of 
all the cardinals, bifliops, and inferior clergy 
in order, according to their rank ; and I be- 
lieve any body elfe, who had chofen to be 
fp favoured, might have received them. 
The afhes were prefented to his Holinefs in 
a kind of baiket, into which he dipped his 
finger, and th^n made the mark of a crofs 
on the head of each perfonage, who all 
kneeled before him in turn, and afterwards 
kifled Jiis flipper. The whole was accom- 
panied wifh other devotional ceremonies, 
and with niufic, which the church is too 

4 

wife to omit on any fuch occafions. 

In this famous chapel is the painting of 
the Laft Judgment, by Michael Angelo, oc- 
cupying all the wall of that end where the 
altar is placed. It is a dark uncouth pidure.- 
The Saviour has great wrath, but little dig- 
nity, arid the anatomy and attitudes are cari- 
catured. On the whole this celebrated per- 
formance did not much pleafe me. 

Rome is not without its mufeums of na- 
tural hiftory, but they ^t eclipfed by its 

other 
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Other mufeums fo much, that they, might 
ahnoft pafs unmentioned here» 

The Abbe Calandrelli, profeflbr of philor 
fophy, fhewed us a fmall collection of thi^ 
kind, in a college near the Piazza di Spagna^ 
To the fame gentleman and Abbe Correa 
we were indebted for the fight of a much 
more interefting colle<Stion, that of Father 
Kircher, preferved in the college which once 
belonged to the Jefuits. An account of it 
is well known, by the title of Mufeum Kir-, 
cherianum, ia folio, with numerous figures. 
It confifts of a great number of antiquities, 
and fome natural hiftory. In the fame col- 
lege a vail; aifemblage of minerals lies buried 
in duft and obfcurity. They were collected 
by the Jefuits from all parts of th^ world, 
as objedls of both curiofity and luxury, and 
might eafily be put into order, as the places 
from whence they came are marked on the 
Ipecimens. There are vaft mafles of lapis 
lazuli, emeralds in their native rock, jafpers^^ 
agates, and other ftones of great intrinfiq 
value, as well as very interefting to a mi^ 
neralogift. 

OnQ 
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One mincralogical curiofity at Rome is a 

kind of medallions made of ftal;idtite. Fo; 

this purpofe a petrifying water i^ conducted 

through beds of flx^w, and other drainers, to 

^op its groffer parts; and the flream is finally 

received into moulds of fulphur, fuch as 

are commonly ufed for calling medals in 

plailer of Paris. In a long courfe of time 

thefe moulds become filled with the fine 

earth which the water depofits, and when 

the call or moulded ftala<3:ite thus formed 

has acquired a fufiicient thicknefe, it is taken 

but, appearing of the pureft white, void of 

tranfparency, and harder than marble. Its 

undulated back, and the different fhades of 

whitenefs on its edge, bear witnefs to its 

origin. The author of this invention was 

the Abbe Leonardo de' Vegni, to whom 

we had letters, and found him ingenious, 

but fomewhat referved. 

One of the moft interefting of the Literati 
which it was our fortune to meet with, was 
the very celebrated mathematician Father 
Jaquier, General of the French Minims at 
the Trinita de* Monti, the Roman editor of 
]^ewton J who, if I remeqiber bright, was 

obliged 
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obliged to make an apology in his preface 
for publifliing fuch a dreadful hcrefy, as that 
the earth moved round the fun, and to dif- 
claim his belief of it. What more bitter 
farcafm could have been offered to the very 
authority v^hiph required this apology ! 
This good ^pd venerable old man, who 

is fince removed to a ftate where he will find 

... . , 

truth needs no apolpgy, and where diveys 
popes and faints may, peradventure, appear 
to him in a eonfiderably different light from 
what they did on earth, was confined to hi* 
bed with a broken leg from a fall. Never- 
thelefs he admitted vifitors every evening, 
converfing with his natural cheerfulnefs and 
urbanity, and difcuffing fcientific fubjedls 
with as much ardour as if he were juft en- 
tering on his literary career. How delight- 
ful, and how confolatory is it, among the dit 
appointments and anxieties of life, to ob- 
ferve fcience, like virtue, retaining its relifh 
to the laft ; fmoothing the bed of agf and in- 
firmity, preferring the mind young and 
vigorous, alive to all its enjpynients, amid 
the wreck of its frail cottage j while, in com- 
municating its own ardour and its o\vn 

light 
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light to others, it taftes the li'appinefs of a 
good father, who feels himfelf living over 
again in his children ! 

On a vifit I made Father Jaquiet after hid 
recovery, he told me, that during his con- 
finement he had been writing a treatife on 
Mount Vefuvius. He had feen more of 
diis mountain than any body who had writ- 
ten upon it, having defcended 200 feet with- 
in the crater with a draughtfman. This 
muft have been the old crater, before the 
prefent little mountain (which I fliall men- 
tion, in fpcaking of Vefuvius, hereafter) was 
formed. When at that depth, he could fee 
the liquid lava within ; and he caufed a great 
ftone to be rolled down from the top, obferv- 
ing by a flop watch, as accurately as poflible, 
how long it was in falling* before it reached 
the lava. Hencje he calculated the depth of 
the cavern, and judged the level of the lav^^ 
to be much below that of the fea. 

We were one evening introduced to a 
literary club, which ufed to meet every day 
^t a houfe near the bafe of* Antoninus's 
pillar; not the well-knowa Antonine co-» 
Jumn, but a lefler one, not far diftant, of 

granite. 
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granite^ the ihaft of which Ues proftiate ia 
a dirty eoiirt near the bafe. This bale is 
elegantly fculptured with the apotheofis of 
that good Emperor; and here we find 
winged genii, exadlly like thofe which pcr^ 
fonate angels in Chriftian paintings^ 

At the club We met an abbe who hsA 
written the Life of Taflb, and who had i 
Very large coUeSion of all the editions and 
tranflations of that poet^ but did not knoW 
Fairfax's. Here was a Spaniard of great 
knowledge and authority in mufic, and an-* 
other abbe who had laboured vtry hard at a 
new edition of TibuUus, which he was theil 
about publifhing. 

On the 2 2d of February, we were fdrtU" 
nate enough to be prefent at an aflcmbly of 
the celebrated Academy of the Arcadi^ held 
in honour of Sacchihi, the late eminent 
Inuiician ; an etilogium of whom in profe 
Was read, and then feveral little poetic pieces 
were rehearfed by their refpedivc authors* 
The audience was very genteel, but not 
large. They were liberal of their plaudits* 
The laws of the academy, in pure and dig- 
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fiified LsLtin^ appeared on two lai^ tablets k^^ 
the meeting-room. 

At the Barberini palace is a famous li- 

brary^ very rich in Greek manulcripts^ 

thiefly theological, or rather ecclefiafticaly 

for they probably have more to do with the 

church than with God. There are a few 

old books of natural hiflory, as Fuchfii 

tcones plantarum, coloured, and the Hqrtuft 

Eyftettenfis; we fcarccly faw any others 

worth notice. The numerous and fplendid 

fibraries Of Rome are very poor in this de-^ 

partment. In that of St« Maria fopra Mir-^ 

nerva, which contains r 00,000 volumes, and 

U open every ' day, I obferved the Hortos 

Malabaricus, but little elfe botanical. 

Litde was to be done in botany at diis 
feafoii, but we found the following plants la 
flower* 

Fe5. 1 6. Refeda Pbyteuma ? on walls oat 
of the gate of St. Sebaftian. It was large^ 
but had fearcely any fmell, fo that I am 
pretty fure it was not the Refeda odofata^ 
Mignonette, though I negleded to gather 
ijpeeimens for examination, and the two 
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ipecles are fcai'cely diftinguifhable In floWet*, 
except by the fmell. 

The green Lizard, confounded by Liil-» 
naeus with his Lacerta agilis^ wats running! 
about the ruins every where, and balking iri 
the fun, but too nimble to be caught. 

Febn 1 7. Riccla glauca^ very abundant Id 
the long walk of the Villa Ludovifi garden, 

not in fructification. 

§ 

Feb. 2 1 . Hypnum taxtfoUum^ in the Bel-* 

vedere gardens. 

Anemone coronaria 7 ^^^„^ ^^^a • ^\. 
bortenfis \ ^^^"S g^afs m the 

noble gardens of the Villa Pamphili^ 
both apparently in a wild ftate, or at leaft 
perfedlly naturalized. The latter grows 
abundantly in every part of the Colifeumi 
above the broken arches, and in many other 
places undoubtedly wild. 

Pbalarh utriculata^ near the Water at the 
Villa Pamphili. • This we afterwards found 
as common in the gardens and Wafte ground 
about Rome, as Poa annua is with usy 
flowering chiefly in ApriL 
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Feb. 24. Ixia Bulbocodium^ Ycry various 
in the fize and colour of its flowers, purple, 
yellow, and fmall white,' among ihort grafs 
without the town walls, and efjpecially about 
the Egerian fountain, out of St. Sebaftian's 
gate. 

We obferved in the markets the roots of 
a fpecies of Carduus? called Crefpigno^ 
which are fplit and peeled, and then eatea 
fried. Alfo oranges with red juice, which 
when cut arc variegated with red and the 
ufual hue, exadtly refembling clotted bioodt 
but very well tafled. Thefe are vulgarly 
fuppofed to be produced by grafting an 
orange tree on a pomgranate ftock ; but from 
all I could learn, this is a fable like the black 
rofes faid to be grafted on a black currant 
buih. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



JOURNEY FROM ROME TO NAPLES; 



Feb. 25. A VOITURIN, related to our 
old friend Diego, undertook to convey us 
to Naples, 141 miles, for feven fequins (a little 
more than three guineas !) all expences in- 
cluded, except la buona mano. We pafTed 
Str John Lateran, and proceeded through 
Albano to Veletri, twenty-three miles* By 
the road fide are many ruins of ancient mo- 
numents, particularly near Rome and Albano. 
The features of the country are bold ; the 
views extenfive, cfpecially towards the fea ; 
but cultivation is at a very low ebb, as ia 
all the Campania of Rome. Veletri received 
us hofpitio modicoj as its ndghbour Aricia 
did Horace. 
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Febk 26. Leaving Vektri at five, We cfofl^ 
ed the famous Pontine marflies^ by the ex- 
cellent new road called Via Pia, to Terracina, 
forty-two miles, literally without flopping 
once. Our mules walked all the way about 
fix miles an houn The morning was fine, 
and we eiijoyed the view of the noble am- 
phitheatre of country which bounded our 
horizon on tbe left^ while Monte CircelIO| 
the fabled abode of Circe, rofe abruptly out 
of the dead flat on the right. At day-break 
a light vapour covered the marfhes, which 
was gradually withdrawn, and fjttled all 
round the bafe of the hills, for two or three 
hours, like a white fmoke. We perceived 
no bad marfhy fmell, for indeed this was 
not the unhealthy time of the year. There 
appeared a very flrong current in the ditches; 
{o that it may be hoped all the pains and 
expence which fo many ages have beflowed 
to render this diftridt healthy and ufeful by 
draining, will at lafl prove fuccefsful. One 
defideratum the prefent Pope has accom- 
plifhed, that of a good road. De la Lande 
is very full^and intelligent about thefe marfhes 
And their hiflory, and very learned about 

F a Horace's 



( 68 ) 

Horace's journey to Naples, The whole is 
claffic ground. I have little to add to what 
he and Addifbn have faid, except what re- 
lates to natural hiftory. 

Near the inn at Terracina grew ThellgtH 
num Cynocrambe^ Dog's Mercury ; this was 
the firft time of our meeting with it The 
rocks about this place are covered with In- 
dian figs like thofe of Monaco, and alfo with 
the noble Acanthus^ Artemlfia arborefcens 
(Tree Wormwood), Afpbodelus ramofus 
(Branched Afphodel), the latter now in - 
^ovjtr^' Pifiacia Lentifcus (Maftic tree), and 
feveral other natives of the fouth of Europe. 
The Abbe Correa has found here Serapias 
Lingua (Narrow- leaved Helleborinc), and 
Prajium majus (the great Spanifli Hedge- 
nettle) ; but they did not occur to us. The 
old walls, fo numerous hereabouts, produce 
Targioniay and a profufion of mofles. 

Going out of Terracina our baggage wa$ 
vifited, at a narrow and ftrong pafs, where 
there is a cuftom-houfe. We continued 
our journey to Fondi (i4 miles), where ^we 
flept in an inn by no means fo bad as Lady 
Miller defcribes. In this afternoon's ride, 
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I remarked a fingular cleamefs in the ain 
The fun flione, not very ftrongly, but there 
vras a precifion and ftrength in the fhadows 
exaftly like moon-light. The outline of 
every leaf of the olive trees was as diftindly 
and fteadily . marked on the ground, as in 
the brighteft moon-light night. I fufpeded 
a partial eclipfe of the fun might be the 
caufe, but that could not be the cafe this 
day, 

Feb. 27. Left Fondi at fix. Part of the 
road lay through fine woods of olives. On 
the rocks going up the hill to Itri, I found 
more Targionia^ very luxuriant, with its 
fruit in, different ftages of ripenefs, by which 
it was eafy to fee that the genus is very dif. 
tindt from all others. The rocks produced 
alio abundance oi Lycopodium denticulatum 
in flower. 

Itri is a very Ihabby town, in an extremely 
beautiful country, with woods of olives, in- 
termixed with the rich foliage of the carob. 
About half way to Mola di Gaeta, crn the 
right hand clofe to the road, is an ancient 
ruined tower, faid to be a monument which 
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the freed-mcn of Cicero ereSed in the place 
where he was killed* 

Mola di Gaeta is a little fuburb on the fea 
(hore; the town of Gaeta, which we did not 
enter, being on the dppofite fide of the bay. 
Here our baggage was examined, for the 
firft time, in the Neapolitan dominions We 
have found the Manuel de VEtranger erro*- 
neous with refpedt to the places on this road 
where travellers undergo that ceremony, and 
jilfp in the relative diftances of towns we 
have obfefved It to be all along very inac- 
curate. The common people here offered 
the Sea Urchin, Echinus efculentus^ /for fale; 
nor did It prove lU-tafted. Thefe animals 
^re eaten raw, and a very fmall part only Is 
eatable, a portion of foft orange-coloured 
pulp lining the infide of th6 (hell after the 
mouth ^nd its bony appendages, with all 
that adheres to them, are removed. We 
began here to meet with a fpecimen of 
Neapolitan knavery. Wanting to change a 
fequin; the value of which in the filver of 
the place we well knew, thefe thieves offered 
ys to the amount of three or four fhillings 

Jgfs thaji the true tot We applied to fbme 
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of l!ie moft decent of the neighbourhood, one 
after another, who all concurred in the fame 
account. Having taken as many falfe (evi- 
dences as we chofe for our amufement, we 
appealed to a foldier on duty, as a fort of 
oftenfible charafter, who drove away all the 
rabble, fhaking his head, and telling us the 
true value, which we then immediately ob- 
tained from the perfon with whom we were 
dealing. In the ftreet where this fcene paffed, 
in a parapet wall towards the fea, is fixed a 
fmall marble figure in bas-relief, much de- 
faced ; but appearing from what remains to 
have been of fine Grecian workmanlhip. 

While the mules were repofing, we walk- 
ed with two other travelling parties, who 
had accompanied us from Fondi, to the 
ruins of a villa on the fea-fhore, 'commonly 
reported to have been that of Cicero. The 
fituation is delicious. On the right the 
town of Gaeta is feen at four or five miles 
diftance; on the left Mount Vefuvius bounds 
the profpe£t. Whether this were really 
Cicero's houfc is very doubtful, or rather it 
is almoft certain it was not, being too near 
the fea} unlefs indeed that element may^ 
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have encroached cm the land, for this coaft 
has undergone frequent revolutions from 
earthquakes. . Whatever it was, it appears to 
have been a confiderable edifice. Many 
arched paflages of great extent ftill remain. 
On an old wall in this garden grew Blafia 
pujilla in fruftification, with Bryum pyriformc 
and fome other mofles. 

About eight miles beyond Mola di Gaeta, 
we^ were ferried over the river Garigliano, 
near which are confiderable ruins of an aque- 
du£l and amphitheatre. Here was a wag- 
gon loaded with myrtle leaves, coUeded for 
tanning leather; a poor, though elegant, 
fubftitute for oak bark. On a wall by the. 
ferry, ^vtvj Cbenopodium ambroftoides ^OTzxi^it-- 
fcented Goofefoot, apparently wild, though 
faid to be a native of Mexico. Being an 
old inhabitant of botanic gardens, it muft 
have efcaped from thence. I am certain of 
its identity. Stopped at St. Agatha^ a foli- 
tary inn thirty-two miles fror(i Fondi, and 
about a mile from the confiderable town of 
Sezza, which town is very badly placed in 
the Manuel^ tab. 5. St. Agatha is the heft 
inn we met with on this road. Flora too 
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began to fmile upon us more and more. 
The hedges abounded with Myrtle and Lenr 
tifcus^ with the fragrant and beautiful Erica 
arbor ea^ Tfee Heath, in flowen Rubus 
jruticojhs^ the common Bramble, is evergreen 
throughout this country. 

Feb. a 8. Arrived, early at Capua. Here 
the neceflary dday of fending our paflport 
to the governor, gave us time to look into a 
conventual church, near the inn, the roof of 
which is well painted ; but we could not go 
to the cathedral to fee Bernini's dead ChrilL 

Proceeded to Averfa, where we repofed 
for two or three hours. No vifitation of 
baggage here, though the Manuel mentions 
it. Almoft every wall about the town ex- 
hibited Targionla in great perfedion ; and, to 
avoid repetition, it may be beft to mention, 
once for all, that there is fcarcely a wall or 
moid rock without it in the neighbourhood 
of Naples. In the garden of the inn we 
found five fpecimens of a new Coccinella^ 
like ocellatay but diftinguifhable from that 
fpecies by its pale brown thorax. It inha- 
bited the nettle, Urtica urensy and pellitory^ 
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Parutafia ^cinalh. It exifts in the Lifl'* 
nsean cabinet^ fent by Kaehler from Italy* 

From this place the road to Naples is very 
fine and broad ; the fields on each fide are 
occupied by tall poplars and elms, fiipport* 
ing vines, and the ground between them 
produces corn. The foil is amazingly rich, 
and the fim fiifficiently powerful to ripen the 
grain, even under the (hade of thefe trees. 
The country fcems very populous, and every 
thing announces the vicinity of a great ca-* 
pitaL A fhabby looking cuflom-houfe of^ 
ficer flopped us by the way ; but the value 
cf a fhilling bribed him to let us pafs unex-- 
amined. Naples is thirty--two miles from 
St. Agatha. We put up at the Alberg^ 
Franctfc near the Mole. 

A ftranger on entering this city muft be 
ftruck with its vaft extent, its populous nar- 
row ftrects, and a great appearance of opu- 
lence and bufmefs on one hand; while, on 
the other, are fwarms of beggars, who moleft 
pafTengers moft infufferably, and crowd into 
the coffee-houfes, covered with rags and 
filth, in fuch fhoals that it is impoffible not 
to run againft them perpetually. They are 
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obliged to be driven, out by the waiters ctreff 
five minutes, when they tumble neck and 
heels together into the ftreet ; but Ibon re- 
turn to their ftation, and are never to be fa- 
tibtied. They alfo-generally unite the trade 
of picking pockets to their oftenfible pn> 
feiSon* 

The ftreets arc clean and well paved. The 
architedure and decorations, in general are 
in an extremely bad ftyle, much like thofe 
Sh England of the time of James I. and in 
France before Fraiicis I. Nothing can be 
worfe than the tawdry obe'lks in the ftreets 
decked with faints and madonnas* 

March I. After fomc neceflary bufinefa 
of vifits and delivering letters, we were 
Ipeitators, the evening after our arrival, of 
the funeral proceflion of the Abb6 de Bour- 
bon, natural fon of Louis XV, of France, 
-who had died of the fmall-pox the preced- 
ing day, aged 28* He was a lively and ao- 
complifhed young man, much liked by the 
Ehglifli, and of great expectations in the 
churchy to which he had been called, if not 
}>v a ipecial grace^ at leaft by the probability 
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#f fpecial advantage ; and I believe he pro* 
mifed fair to make as apoftolic and as learned 
an ^cclefiaftic, as many with which the 
Chriftian world is illuminated and adorned. 
He wa^ thought to hage had thfe fmall-pox 
when a child, and had a fear on. his fore^ 
head attributed to that difeafe. His mother 
(the wife of a lawyer) was always very 
anxious to have him inoculated, though re- 
peatedly affured of his fafety by his phyfi- 
cians. Being thus rendered fearlefe on the 
fubje(9t, he conftantly vifited a Germaii lady 
of faflbion, who died at Naples of the fmalk 
pox, and caught it of her. 

About dulk the proceffion began. Firft 
walked a number of capuchins, and then 
fome other ecclefiaftics, all bearing torches 
Next went the body in a fuperb temporary 
coffin, fhaped like an ancient farcophagus, 
covered with purple velvet, and embroidered 
with gold. A number of perfpns in mourn^ 
ing, and others with a kind of banners, all 
in the dark, clofed the proceffion. At the 
church, the coffin was placed on a magni- 
ficent gilded bier, on which, after a fhort 
fcrvice was fung, it was -left for the night, 
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ether ceremonies being deferred till the fol- 
lowing day* 

Next morning we each received the fol- 
lowing billet from the French ambaflador* 
V ambafciadore di Francia Ji da Vonore 

di pregarla a volet intervenirc la mattina 
" di Lunedi cinque corrente Mar%o nella 
" Cbiefa di Santa Maria della Nova^ alle ore 
** undid di Francia^ ove Ji celebra la Mejfa 
•* per il defunto Abate Louis Ame de Bourbon^ 
• e Jicuro delle fue gravdefe le raffefma *•' • 

We attended accordingly at St. Maria 
della Nova on the 5th of March. The 
church was hung with black, and cloth of 
gold with ermine, and illuminated with 
about 4000 wax tapers, the windows being 
darkened. In the centre was a large and 
moft fuperb catafalco^ or hearfe, in the form 
of an Ionic temple, of wood painted like 

* " The Ambaflador of France does himfelf the 
honour to beg your attendance on the morning of 
Monday the 5tb of the prefent month March, at the 
cjiurch of &ta. Maria della Nova, at eleven o'clock, 
French time, where is to be celebrated the mafs for 
the deceafed Abbe Louis Ame de Bourbon, and he is 
confident he may depend on your favour." 
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grey marble and richly gilt ; in which was 
a farcophagus like that above defcribed, and 
pofiibiy the fame, but the body had beea 
interred two days before. At each corner 
of the farcophagus flood the reprefentation 
of a (keleton, gilt, holding a torch, the 
whole hearfe being covered with lights. 
Mafs was performed by the Pope's Nuncio 
with great folemnity, and with mod exqui-» 
fite mufic. The performers were about 
ICO inftrumental, and 50 .vocal, ftationed 
in two gilt: galleries, with two organs. The 
company confifted of perfons of the firft rank 
of both fexes, in mourning. 

Of the Neapolitan churches I have little 
to fay. Santa Chiara, where fome of the 
royal family are buried, is a gothic building 
modernized, and richly, but heavily, orna* 
mented. 

San Severino is a large and rich benedic* 
tine convent, with neat and fpacious corri* 
dors leading to the different cells. Its church 
is lined and paved in a moft elaborate man-* 
ner, with very fine marbles and other ftones. 
Here a number of children are educated at 
a very cheap ratev 

At 



( 79 ) 

At San Giovanai Maggiore, on the firft 
Friday in March^ we heard fome delightful 
mufic, vocal and inftrumental. The altar 
of the Sacrament was richly decorated, and 
furnifhed with about 250 lighted tapers^ the 
chapel being hung with crimfon and gold. 
On one fide of the altar a kneeling female 
figure, in deep mourning, reprefented th^ 
Virgin. 

At the cathedral the famous phial of Su 
Januarius's blood is preferved in a filver 
cupboard, the outfide of which was all that 
bleft our eyes. The fubterraneous chapel, 
where this relick is lodged, is rich in broca* 
tello marble, but very dirty. As to the 
miracle of the liquefadion of the blood, 
we did not fee that folemn puppet-fhew, 
which is fuch a Handing joke for all our 
heretical travellers, and on which fo much 
has already been written, that nothing new 
can be faid. Addifon's remark is the beft 
that has been made on the fubjed:, though 
few feem to have noticed it, that the mira- 
cle in queftion is probably an old Pagan 
trick, handed down from the priefts of a 
temple in this neighbourhood, who, in the 
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time of Horace, had a contrivance for melt- 
ing gums, miraculoufljr as they pretended, 
without fire. The analogy is ftriking, and 
is more to the dij(grace of the miracle than 
any thing elfe that has been faid about it* 
SttAddifons Travels ^ Horace Sat. !• ver. gg. 
and Dr. Middletons Free Inquiry. 

The font of the cathedral is an antique 
vafe, about four feet in diameter, once dedi-« 
cated to Bacchus, and ornamented with in- 
different fculptures exprefEve of its original 
deflination. It appeared to be of bafaltes^ 
as commonly reported. De la Lande fays, 
•* it is called bafaltes, but is probably only 
touch-flone ;" as if fo large a piece of real 
touch-flone were not a much greater curio- 
fity, and indeed not to be feen . any where j 
for what is vulgarly fo called, is black mar- 
ble. . De la Lande could not be ignorant of 
this. 

St. Lorenzo is remarkable for a number 
of fine marble .columns, and many monu- 
ments ; among others that of Porta, the 
phyfician and phyfiognomift, who endea- 
voured to find remedies for difeafes, by feek- 
ixig plants whofe form refembled that of 
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the part 2&died. Thus Tooth wort, wliof« 
roots are like teeth, he fuppofed a priori 
would cure the tooth-ach. The Orchis tribe 
he judged a fojieriori to be aphrodifiacal, 
because they are fhaped like the male organs. 
Hi« fiuicies were often ingenious^ and he 
was thought wondrous learned in his time ** 
nor muft we too haftily ftamp any man for 
a fool on account of his abfurd medical 
theories. 

The church of St. Paul contains fome 
good pidkures by SoJimene j and, in one of 
its chapels, a prodigious number of votive 
tablets of filver, entirely covering many o£ 
the pillars. 

St. Philip Neri is the only church of 
ar<!h}te<3:ur6 pleating. Its nave is adorned 
with very noble Corinthian columiis of 
granite, with white marble capitals. The 
altar and the treafury are very rich. 

The moft curious chapel in Naples, is 
that of the palace of San Severo, where 
the Saugto family, princes of San Severo, 
aire buried. Here three marble ftatues, 
Unique in their kind, excite the admira- 
tion of all travellers. The firft is a dead 
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Chrift lying at full length, and entirely c(> 
vered with a veil, fo admirably executed as 
to be a complete deception. The veil feems 
of the texture of fine muflin a Iktle moift- 
ened. The features and mufcles appear juft 
as they would through fuch a covering. 
Nothing can be more wonderful than the 
execution of this fculpture. It is faid to 
have been the work of San Martino, after 
the defign of Corradini. De la Lande at- 
tributes it entirely to the latter, who alfo 
executed a female figure of Modefty, entirely 
covered with a thin veil ; to be feen in the 
fame chapel. This is admirably done, but 
fcarcely equal to the Chrift in exquifitc 
finifhirig ; nor is the figure itfelf of fo fine 
a defign, though the Abbe Richard prefers 
it to the former. The third fculpture is 
called the Undeceiving of Vice, and is faid 
to allude to the reformation of a Prince San 
Severo, whofe monument it adorns. Vice 
is reprefented by a figure enveloped in a net, 
and fet at liberty by a cherub, the whole of 
one block of marble, by Qucirolo. The 
carving of the net is really aftonifhing, great 
part of the figure having been finilhed 
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through It ; the net has many folds, an J\ 
fcarcely touches the ftatue^ This however . 
is more a work of labour than of refined 
Ikill or tafte, like the dead Chrift. There 
are fome other good fculptures in this cha-. 
pel. 

De la Lande» mentions the laft prince of 
this family as having been very curious in, 
chemiftry, and as having difcovered feveral 
ingenious methods of encauftic painting,, 
printing in colours, &c. all which he kept 
fecret, and therefore deferves to be reckoned 
a juggler, and not a philofophen 

The monaftery of the Chartreux occupies 
one of the fineft fituations hi Europe, on a 
very high hill above the town. Its revenues 
are immenfe, and the building equally fpa- 
cious and magnificent. The church, deco-. 
rated with precious marbles, jafper, and la- 
pis lazuli, contains fome good ftatues, but 
more bad ones. Its beft pidures are twelve 
minor Prophets, bySpagnuoletto; two others^ 
Mofes and another, by Luca Giordano, in 
the manner of the former ; and above all 
the Nativity, by Guido, a large picture, which 
has been engraved. In the facrifty are alfo 
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£bme good paintings, efpecially Peter deny- 
ing Chrift, by M. Angelo da Caravaggio. 
We were indulged with a fight of the prior's 
apartments, which are not ufually fhewn, 
and they are ornamented with pictures. The 
treafury by far furpafled every thing of the 
kind we had yet feen. So n>any rich pieces 
of plate, fuch a profufion of gold and 
jewels, with plenty of holy bones in glafs 
cafes, altogether form a fevere fatyr on hu- 
man folly, and human knavery. A few 
years ago this convent, not being fufficiently 
obedient to its chief in Dauphiny, received 
a fevere- check, on the remonftrance of the 
court of France, and can now admit no 
novices, without exprefs leave from the King 
of Naples. Since which, the monks have 
ceafed to give public dinners, as they former- 
ly did, to any ftrangers who chofe to go 
and vifit them uninvited^ 

Above this monaftery ftands the cafHe of 
St. Elmo, on the fummit of the rock,whichK 
is cut away below, fo as to render it impreg- 
nable. From its ramparts we partook of 
one of the fineft views in Europe. The 
town of Naples lay like a map under our 
- - V feet. 
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feet, with a vaft extent of ocean on one fide, 
and a delicious country on the other. Ve- 
fuvius was capped with clouds. The monks 
below, enjoy nearly the fame profpe£t — why 
did I fay enjoy ? I verily believe they envy 
every dog that runs in the ftreets^ and grudge 
every lazzarone the felicity of balking in the 
filth of the pavement, becaufe he lives in 
that world which they have renounced, but 
on which it is eafy to fee they look with long- 
ing eyes. I noted in every countenance 
that we met in this mortified dwelling, either 
a fquinting leer of curiofity, or an envious 
malignity ; no traces of even hypocritical 
devotion. Mere perfonal aufterities, prac- 
tifed for no end but to flatter the proud idea 
of fuperior fandlity, cannot fail to debafe 
the mind, as much as virtuous felf-denial, 
and exertions prompted by benevolence and 
focial love, exalt and refine it. 

In a chapel belonging to the church of 
the Holy Ghoft, mention is made of a St. 
Richard, King of England. This could not 
be Richard I. becaufe he juftly and wittily 
cenfured the vices of his clergy ; nor pro- 
bably Richard II. becaufe his murderer and 

G 3 fuccelFor 



( 86 ) 

fucceflbr kept terms with the church. I 
leave it to hiftorians to find out who he was j 
but I believe they muft firft invoke the 
•' unknown faint " for a fpecial illurtiination. 

The theatre of St. Carlo is well known 
to be one of the largeft and moft magnifi- 
cent in Europe. We faw twice performed 
there the Dcft:ruftion of Jerufalcm by Na- 
bucodonozor ;'fbr in Lent nothing but facred 
hifl:ory is allowed to be rcprefented. We 
were more moved to laughter than edifica- 
tion, though th^ fcenery and decorations 
were in a yery fuperior ftyle, and the mufic 
admirable, as ufu^l at Naples. Jeremiah was 
performed by an a£tor with a fine bafs 
voice, fince known gn the London fl:age, 
and faid to be a mUch greater favourite with 
a lady, pf high rank at Naples, than thof^ 
performers who have not bafs voices. 

The palace of Capo di Monte is in a beau-, 
tiful fituation, but th^ houfe itfelf poor an4 
unfurnlilied. Its foundations having given 
way, it has never been finiflied. Here is g. 
great part of the Farnefe collection of pic- 

» • 

tures, cameos, med«ils, and books, but moftly 

in 
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in confufion, piled on the floors, and cover- 
ed with duft. 

Of the numerous pictures, feveral are 
avowedly bad, but fome very fine, parti- 
cularly a Charity, and other performances 
of Barrolomeo Schidone, whofe works are 
very rare ; a Madonna by Guido, and an- 
other by Leonardo da Vinci, both admir- 
able ; fome pieces of Parmigianino, and of 
the Caraccis, are very good ; but others ap- 
peared to me indiiferent copies of what we 
had feen elfewhere j as the Satyr prefenting 
flowers to a nymph, by Annibal Caracci, 
and a Holy Family by Parmigianino, both 
in the tribune at Florence. I have llnce 
found that Cochin and De la Lande make 
the fame remark on the pidure of the fatyr. 
We did not fee the admired Danae of Titian* 
Is this what Cochin calls a Leda ? vol. i . 
p. 133. The famous. cup of onyx, about 
eight inches in diameter, found in the tomb 
of Adrian, is perhaps the moft precious mor- 
fel in the colle<Sion. It is fculptured with 
the apotheofis of Alexander according to 
ibme ; but antiquaries are divided upon the 
jfubjedt of it, and, what is more aftonifhing^ 

G 4 "^ Cochin 
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Cochin fays this bas-relief is good for iio<» 
thing, and in a very bad tafte ! This writer 
alfo depreciates the reft of the cameos, and 
indeed cameos in general. He underftood 
pidures better ; for there can be no doubt 
that the performances of the ancients on gems, 
are not only as aftonifhing, but as refined 
in execution, as any thing they have left us. 
The medals at Capo di Monte are efteemed 
very choice. Among the books, I principally 
noted an illuminated manufcript of exquifite 
beauty, done in the fourteenth century, in 
which many kinds of flowers are very deli^ 
cately executed. Here is a group of two 
rock cryftals, the largeft known^ weighing 
1 800 pounds. 

Not far from Capo di Monte are the 
Catacombs, like thofe of St, Sebaftian at 
Rome ; and a traveller who has fcen either, 
may fpare himfelf the trouble of exploring 
any more, They are vaft caverns hewn out 
of the rock^ faid to have been ufed by th€ 
primitive Chriftians for celebrating their re* 
Jigrous rites^ and burying their dead, Ii^ 
the fides are niimero^us horizontal cells, each 

fpacious enough to gont«a a dead body^ 

whiQh, 
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which, when occupied^ were walkd up. 
Many bones, and one dried body, ftUl re? 
Inain« 

The porcellana, or royal ^hina manufac* 
tory, is extremely deferving of notice* Here 
we iaw a fuperb fet of china intended as a 
prefent for our king, entirely made from 
ancient models found in Herculaneum and 
Pompeia, ami painted with Etrufcan orna- 
ments. It was accompanied with a fet of 
fmall while ftatues, of warriors priecipaJly, 
defigned to be placed on the platform in the 
middle of the table, Thefc have ail been 
exhibited to the public at Windfor fincc 
their arrival. The clay and quartz ufed iu 
this manufa^toryi are found in the kingdom 
pf Naplest 

In the place where it is carried on, are 
|j<^v lodged many aivtiquities brought from 
the Farnefe palace at Rome, particularly the- 
enchanting Venus aux belles fejfcs ; two fine 
colofial heads of Vefpafian and Antoninus ; 
a coloflal Apollo, and a beautiful Mercury, 
both in bronze j a buft of Euripides, and 
many other admirable things, The antique 
flora was not yet arrived, 

n There 
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There are fome naturaKfts at Naples^ 
among others we had lettei;g td the Abbe 
Don Nicola Pacifico, a zealous botanift, and 
able mathematician. His library poffefles font 
volumes of the botanical plates of Cupani, 
an unpublifhed work of the moft extreme 
fcarcity. They are in the ftyle of Boccone's 
figures, but better. 

Don Nicola conducted us to a wood be- 
longing to a monaftery of the Camaldulenfes, 
where was Latbrcea Squamaria^ Toothwort, 
and Anemone appeninay Purple wood Ane- 
mone, in flower (March 14th), and that curi- 
ous fern Fferts crettca in frudification. We 
then vifited the celebrated Dr. Cyrilli, whofe 
garden contains fome rare plants, and his 
library an old herbarium made by Impera^to^ 
xnore curious than important. 

The moft ingenious and indefatigable na« 
turalift in this part of the world is Don 
Filippo Cavollni, whofe obfervations on 
corals, and other marine animals, rival thofe 
of our illuftrious Ellis for extent and fidelity. 
His converfation entertained us much. He 
unites the fire of genius to the moft labori- 
ous accuracy. That curious queftion of the 

manner 
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manner in which infers perceive founds, 
had not efcaped his attention, and he thought 
he had difcovered the external orifice of the 
ears of Cancer Pagurus^ the black-clawed 
crab, in an operculated hole on each fide of 
the forepart of the thorax. Don Filippo 
was entirely unacquainted with the difcove-^ 
ries of Fabricius concerning the fame organ, 
the fubftance of whbfe obfervations I com- 
municated to him, and I leave him to make 
his own remarks upon them. Naples is an 
excellent fituation for a naturalift in this 
line. A vaft variety of corals and corallines, 
Ihells, marine infeds, &c. are to be found 
on its fliores. The Syngnatbus^Hippocampus^ 
Sea Horfe, is very common, and may be 
bought of the lazzaroni, with other fea pro-» 
<Ju£i:ions, for a trifle. .. • 

It was impoffible to omit waiting on Sir 
William Hamilton with particular introduce 
tions, not merely as an ambaffador, but as a 
man of fcience. His houfe is delightfully 
fituated, and elegantly fitted up in the Eng- 
liflx tafte. It is furnifhed with many pic- 
tures by Sir Jofhua Reynolds, and Angelica 
Kawffman j a fine crucifix by Vandyke, and 

a moft 
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a mod capital naked boy hj Leonardo d^ 
Vioci in ime prefervation. I could not but 
imlle to hear what pains Sir William has 
been at to get commodious iafh windows, ia 
the Englifh ftyle, made at Naples, and how 
much they are admired ; while our people 
pf pretended talle, are juft introducing into 
London the foolifh and inconvenient French 
windows, which open like folding-doors, 
jiever fliut clofe, said muft be either wide; 
open, or cjuite fhut j — bpt when was fafliion 
wife? 

Mr» . Slanbufch, the Panifli Ambaflador 
lit tlfe , Neapolitan court, enriched me with 
ibme infeds, aad many Tery rare plants, 
gathered about thirty miles to the fouth of 
j^J9ples ; ^po;g which were Rbinantbus 
Elepbas^ and Allium Cbamcs-moly* From 
iuch a fpecimen^ I would gladly have vifited 
fo promifing ;i fpojt, had the feafon been 
favourablct At this gentleman's houfe I 
met Mr. Italinika, the Ruflian Envoy, who 
had applied himfelf to the ftudy of Ichthy- 
ology during his refidence here. Who 
would have expe^fted fo much fcience in 
fuch a rank, and in fo diflipated a place as 

Naples? 
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Naples ? Nor is it to be expeded among 
the inhabitants themfelves. J am aflured^ 
on very good authority, nothing can exceed 
the ignorance of the Neapolitan nobility, 
except their infolence arid meannefs. If 
one of them recommends a tradefman to a 
ftranger, he will lay that tradefman under 
a contribution in confequence. - Here and 
there one meets with a duke or a prince 
who has fo much of the fhadow of litera- 
ture, as to be a coUedor of old ufelefs books ; 
but it is rare to find one who can read them. 
All the Neapolitans in general beftow great 
contempt on the ftrangers whofe curiofity 
prompts them to afcend Mount Vefuvius, 
and fcarcely one among an hundred of them 
can be found who has been iqpon that moun- 
tain* Few have ever feen Portici or Pcmpcia* 
Their prevailing inclination is for empty 
fhew and idle diffipation, for they have 
fcarcely fpirit or feeling enough to purfue 
even pleafure with ardour or tafte. If thefe 
be the " Corinthian capitals of polilhed fo-* 
ciety," it muft be allowed they are as yet 
but Uttle advagced from the bkcL In mu-- 
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fie alone their tafte is refined. I accom- 
panied Mr. Slanbufch, in his chariot, to the 
Corfo one Friday, on which day, throughout 
Lent, a great parade of equipages is to be 
feen there. Many of the cc aches, gay and 
fantaftic as poffible, were drawn by eight 
horfes, and fome by ten. Each equipage 
was preceded by one loofe horfe, decked with 
ribbands, and a running footman or two be- 
fide him. This has a very elegant appear- 
ance, as the animals are trained to exhibit 
themfelves to the beft advantage. The 
women of this country did not ftrike me as 
handfome ; at leaft whenever I met with an 
Englifli woman at Naples, or indeed in 
other parts of Italy, fhe feemed, by compari- 
fon, an angel; but perhaps that is not a 
fair Way of judging. 



CHAP* 



( 95 ) 



CHAP. XXV- 



BAIjE — VESUVIUS — PORTICI — POMPJBIA* 






X HREE great cxcurfions are indHpenC- 
able to every curious traveller who viiits Na- 
ples, to Vefuvius and Portici, to Pompeia^ 
and to Baiae and its neighbourhood ; the 
latter can hardly be acaomplifhed in one ^ay, 
it was the firft we undertook, having made 
a party with two gentlemen from Ferrara. 

We traverfed the grotto of Paufdippo at 
the weftern extremity of Naples. This is 
a ftraight cut through the mountain, half a 
mile in length, above 40 feet high, and iS 
wide. It- is dark and dufty* This paflage 
is generally fuppofed to have been made by 
X.ucullus, and heightened by Nero and 
Adrian, De la Lande gives a diiferent ac- 
count, and the common people believe it 

the 
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the efFeft of Virgirs incantations, for they 
have no other idea of him than as a forcerer. 
From the farther end of it a pleafant road^ 
chiefly along the fliore, brought us to Puz- 
zuolo ; now a little fliabby town, but once a 
very confiderable one. By the road fide 
grew dJypeoIa mariiima^ and abundance of 
Lycopjis bullata^ Gyrilli Fafc. Plant._l. tab. 1 1. 
f. 3^. between which and L. variegata of 
Linnaeus I can find no difference; with 
here and there the Lamtum bifidum^ tab. 7. 
of the fame author, all three in flower. 

In the market-place of Puzzuolo is a 
good antique ftatue of a Roman orator, and 
an oblong pedeftal of one folid block of 
white marble, infcribed to Tiberius, adorned 
with bold well-finiflied bas-reliefs, reprefent- 
ing fourteen cities of Afia Minor, under 
the femblance of as many figures, with their 
names and attributes* The fl:atue which 
this once fupported, is fuppofed to remain 
buried fomewhere in the neighbourhood. 

On the weft fide of this town lies the gulf 
of Baiae, around which are fituated moft of 
the remarkable antiquities. Vafl: piers in 
the water are fhewn as the remains of a 

bridge 



( 97 ) 

Diidge which Caligula attempted to build 
acrofs the gulf; but this is not well authen- 
ticated. We traverfed this delightful bay in 
a boat, accompanied with a guide, and landed 
near the Cape of Mifenum. All here is 
clafEc ground. A fhort walk to the weft- 
ward brought us to the Elyfian Fields, fitu- 
ated on the fliore of another gulf, beyond 
the Cape of Mifenum, in the form of an 
amphitheatre. They are full of ruins of 
vaulted fepulchral chambers, and by no 
means recall the poetical ideas which their 
name promifes, except indeed in the beauty 
oi fituation and climate, which they poffefs 
in common with every part of this enchant- 
ing coaft. . Here we gathered the elegant 
Cyclamen^ and Uthofpermutn purpuro^cosru-- 
Uutn^ of which we preferved fpecimens as 
relicks. A plant gathered in a celebrated or 
delightful fpot, is like the hair of a friend, 
more dear to memory than even a ponrait ; 
becaufe it excites the imagination, without 
prefuming to fill it. 

Not far diftant is the Pifcina Mirabile, a 
vaft Vaulted refervoir for water, now empty. 
Its fine hard ftucco merits attention. On 
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the fliore, towards Baias^ is a low vaulted 
chamber, which has fufFered much by earth- 
quakes, and whofe infide is ornamented 
With a ftucco bas-relief. This is called the 
tomb of Agrippina, mother of Nero, but 
without any probability. 

From hence we rowed along the coaft 
towards Baix. The Ihore is high and rocky, 
covered with Coronilla Emerus^ Scorpion 
Senna, Cheiranthus tncanus^ common Stock, 
and many other pretty plants in flower. 
Fncus natans^ felaginoides^ and fome others, 
were floating in the fea. The firil ruin we 
paflTed, is called Pifcina di Hortenfio, the 
remains of which are very flight. Next the 
ruins of the palace of Marius and Scylla pre- 
fented themfelves, and are fo called, foolifhly 
enough, becaufe the flatues of thofe two rival 
warriors were found there. They are now 
at Pprtici. Thefe ruins are finely fituated 
on the cliff over-hanging the fea, A little 

farther on are the remains of a fort, built by 
Charles V. in the water. We then landed 
at Baiae, before the temple of Venus, the 
ruins of which, of brick, are verypidurefque, 
aad beautifully clothed with bufhes oiLenttf- 
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m and other plants. The myrtle^ alas ! is 
ftarved and degenerate, like the goddefs's 
modern votaries here ; but we brought away 
fome fprigs of it. The pretended temple of 
Mercury is circular^andits cupola flill remains^ 
A remarkable echo is caufed by its form, and 
the evcnnefs of the walls. Its infide is damp, 
and produces beautiful tufts of Adiantum 
Capillus^Veneru^ and a delicate fern which 
pafles for a variety of Pteris a(piiUna^ with 
what propriety I am not certain. Adjoin*- 
ing to this ruin are fome very entire baths. 

All the ground hereabouts is covered with 
ruins of the ancient Baias, fo celebrated by 
writers of the Auguftan age ; yet furely one 
paflage of Horace, ** Nullus in orbe locus 
Baits pralucet amanisy^ is very improperly 
quoted by thofe who now defcribe this 
place. The poet only imagines thofe words 
as if fpoken by a rich man about to choofe 
a country retreat ; and they can no more be 
quoted as a direct commeiftlation of Baisp, 
than 



drinkihg tea on Sunday afternoons. 



^* At Bagnlgge* wells, with china and gilt fpoons ^^ 

H 2 which 



( *<5'o ) 

t 

which the prologue to the fatce of Bon Ton 
gives us as the higheft ideas of faftiion in a 
city dame, could be quoted as the reigning 
mode of the prefent age, or the chief plea-^ 
fure of the poet . The above line of Horace, 
however, is found in De la Lande and moft 
authors. The Abbe Richard is more judi- 
.cious in his quotations. 

We returned to our boat, and proceeded 
along the coaft to th^e remains of Nero'* 
palace, of which the moft interefting parts 
are the natural hot baths and ftoves, ftiH 
remaining. Paflages cut in the folid rock 
lead to thefe hot fprings ; but they are fo 
heated with the fteam, that we could not 
bear to go far into them. One of the boat^ 
men ftripped himfelf, and running to the 

r 

end and back again, with ^11 poffible fpeed, 
brought us fome of the water, which is falt^ 
and hot enough to boil an egg. How won- 
derful is it that thefe hot fprings fhould exift 
for fo many ages, probably of the fame tem- 
perature ! 

Going on board again we next landed near 
the Lucrine lake, which is now much choked 
up, and has no evident communication ^vith 

the 
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Ae bay, A heathy trad of land, cloiie to 
the fea, was covered with Erica arborea^ tree 
heath, of a fmall fize, and Paffirina birfuta^ 
hairy fparrow-wort, both in full flower j the 
elegance and fragrance of which excited the 
admiration of our whole party, and even 
the boatmen adorned their hats with beauti- 
ful branches of each, 

A walk of about half a mile northward 
brought us to the lake of Avernus. Our 
flowery branches of Pajferina might almofl 
have pafTed upon Charon for the golden 
bough, if we had been inclined to tempt 
the dread defcent; but we were fatisfied with 
contemplating the flill and dark furface of' 
this celebrated lake, 

^f O'er which no fowl, unftruck with hafty death^ 
f' Can ftrecjch her ftrengthlefs wings^ fo dire al^reath 
<* Mounts high Hcay 'n from black jaws*'^ .. 

' So fingeth S^ndys^ 

and I give hi$ tranflatlon as a curiofity, in 
preference to the fomewhat more elegant, 
but more hackneyed, Virgilian original. 
Thofe who admire alliteration, and wifli to 
iiave the found of verfe an echo to its fenle, 
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may find that beauty in the beginning of the 
iecond line. 

Whether - birds can bear this atmofphere 
or not^ we obferved {denty of frogs le^^ing 
into the water on our approach. 

On the right hand of Avernus ftands a 
temple in ruins, commonly faid to have been 
dedicated to Apollo, beautifully commanding 
the lake. A p^th along the oppoilte fhore 
brought us to the Sybil's cave, a long ftraight 
grotto cut through a hill ; towards the end 
of which we were carried on men's ihoulders 
along a narrow paflage through fome water, 
into a little dark chamber ornamented with 
Aucco, pretended to have been tlie place 
where the Sybil gave her oracles. This how* 
ever is extremely doubtful. There is no- 
thing about it very remarkable ; but its warm 
humidity, and the fprings which rife here 
and in fome neighbouring caverns, make it 
more probable they were all baths, as De 
la Lande fuppofes. We were glad to return 
to the frefh air and light of day, and coming 
put at the end of the grotto, oj^ofite to that 
by which we entered, found ourfclves at our 
boat. 

Monte 
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Monte Nuovo, which rofe out of tht 
ground in one night in 15389 and Monte 
Barbaro, which ufed to produce the winel 
of Falernum^ fo much admired by Horace 
and Martial, next prefented themfelves, and 
paffing l^ the foot of them, we arrived again 
at Puzzuolo. 

Hiring fome one-horfe chairs, we afcend^ 
ed a hill to the Solfatara, a mod ftriking na- 
tural curiofity. It is evidently the crater of 
an old volcano, and the level plain which 
now clofes its orifice, founds hollow when 
ftruck with a (lone. The foil is all fulphure* 
ous and barren. Scarcely any thing grows 
there but miferably ftarved Erica arborea^ 
three or four inches only in height. Hot 
fulphureous fleams iflue from crevices in the 
ground, and fulphur and alum cryftalize 
about them. In one place, built round with 
flones like a lime-kiln, the water is heard 
roaring below in its way to Nero's baths^ 
-with a noife like that of a fteam engine, 
and thick fumes afcend into the air. AU 
the rocks arc white with faline efflorefcences, 
and in fome places they are ornamented 
with plumofe alum. Not far diftant are the 
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^um works ; but how that fubftance is pro* 
cured we^ could not exactly learn. It i& a 
tremendous idea to reflect, when (landing 
on this plain, what a dreadful fiery abyfs 
may be under our feet, arched over perhaps 
by a very thin cruft, which may at any time 
be diflblved in a moment, and fink into the 
fluid mafs below. Who can tell when thefe 
fiery fleams may burft their prifon-houfe, 
and break firom that confinement which they 
feeija fo ill to brook ? Woe to the poor 
fhepherd, the alum-worker, or the curious 
naturalift, who fhall be treading the Solfatara 
on that day ! 

We defcended the hill to the amphitheatre 
of Puzzuolo, a ruin of confiderable dimen* 
fions, and more particularly worthy of no- 
tice, as the cells of the wild beafts, and ^heir 
drinking-places, are uncommonly well pre- 
ferved. In one of thefe cells St. Januarius 

is faid to have been imprifoned, and it is 

* 

now a chapel; but fo meanly decorated, that 
I prefume the legend is not in very high re- 
pute, otherwife, furely, a fpot fo facred would 
be more honoured. The arena is converted 
into a garden. The walls in this neighbour- 
hood 
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bood prcfduce many moffes and ferns, eipe« 
cially the rare Polypodium kptophyllum. 

The ground here is broken and romantic. 
I could have fpent whole days among the 
ruins, efp^cially ampqg the catacombs of the 
Campani4 Felice, in one of which is a very 
etatire columbarium^ or circular chamber, furr 
rounded with little cells to hold the urns of 
the dead. We were hurried away to the re^ 
mains erf" th^ Thermae, or baths of Puziuolo, 
not very interefting, apd the Cento Camere, 
a number of celts faid to have been prifons 
in the time of Nero, Maqy of them are 
now ufed as cellars. 

A r|de of thrcje or four miles along a coun- 
try fi|!l of ruins of the ancient town of Puz-? 
zuolo, and other edifices which formerly ocr 
cupied the Campama Felice, brpught us paft 
the lake of Avemus, on the fide oppofite to 
that we had already vifited, to the Arco 
Felice, a noble old gateway, through which 
the Appian way pafled. Peyond this arch 
we had a noble view from the brow of a 
hilL The ruins of Cuma, in filent defolation^ 
vrere in the foreground ; its bay, unoccupied 

by a fmgle fail or rudder, lay before us, an4 
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iht iflands of Ponza and VentoticAe^ wHli 
Monte Circello, were diftindly feen riiing 
above the watiy horizon. 

This was the extent of our excurfiiki, as 
it began to rain^ and we were but ill defend- 
ed from wet in the miferable cabri^ts of 
the country. 

The laft, but not the lead, curio(ity cm re- 
entering Puzzuolo, is the temple of Jupiter 
Serapis^ whofe beautiful remains are to be 
ieen in a po<»- garden adjoining to the town. 
The pavement and ground plan are more 
entire than perhaps in any other ancient 
temple. Bronze rings to which the victims 
were faftened, and channels in the flocMr with 
a perforated &one to let their blood pafs, are 
ftlft in perfe£k prefervation. Scarcely any 
part of the fuperftru€kuTe remains iElanding^ 
except three vety fine fluted columns. Many 
firagmeats of the architrave of the door, and 
other ornaments, are fcattered around, and 
esihibit an uncommon degree ef delicacy and 
degance of fculpture. Tlie reafon of their 
fine prefervation we read in the chronicle o£ 
Na£ttr§ herielf. It is truly aftonifhing to ob* 
ferve *hat the fea ha& been over this place, to 

a great 
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z great height, fince th^ teo^ple was huilt, 
though now many feet below it ; and it U 
no lefs certain that it muft have been ftation« 
arjr above it for a confiderable time. Hui 
we learn from the three column^ (till ftaod-f 
iiig. About the length of fix feet of the 
middle of their fhafts, and no other partt^ 
are perforated by the Mytilus Bthopbagusj or 
ftone-eating Muicle* It appears, therefort, 
that fome eonvulfioa having changed the 
kvei of this fpot df ground, the fea over- 
flowed the temple, and brought with k a 
quantity of foil fufikient to bury many feet 
perpendicular of the edifice; fo it remained 
a fufiicient time for thefe mufcles to take 
pofleifion of fuch parts of the columns as 
were above the ground, but under waten 
After fome time another convulfion reftoring 
the fea to what was probably its ancient 
bounds, the building was left dry, and half 
buried in the earth, which being removed 
ibme years ago at the expence of the king 
of Naples, all the lower part of the temple 
"was fpund in the perfect ftate we fee it. Sejj 
Bobadfcb de Animalibus marinis^ p^ 153. 
In this garden Nicotiana fruticofa^ (hrubby 

tobacco^ 
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tobacco, was in flower, with a ftem three or 
four inches in diameter, and very large. 
Clypeola marittma^ every where among rub-i 
' ibiflb, had not only the filaments of the fading 
0ower3 turned purple, as Linnaeus defcribes 
Aem, but evea their petals. Who fhall 
ducidsi^te the colours of flowers and their 
feveral mutations ? It is an unexplored path 
of very cvirioug; jcnowledgCi 

We arrived at Naples about dulk, and the 
whole expences of our expedition amounted 
ficarcely to half a guinea each, for our Fer* 
rara friends made the bargain S 

Another day we went in a calafh through 
, the Grotto of Paufilippo, and then, taking 
the right hand road, came to the LagO 
D'Agnano, a pretty fequeftered lake, which 
.Tcminds one of Graffmere in WeftmorelanA 
Near it the king has a hunting feat, and 
:clofe to its banks are th^ ftoves of San Geis 
'mano, and the Grotto dei Cane* 

The former are rooms filled with a natu- 

ral hot fulphureous vapour^ and are ufed as. 

'4iot baths. Alum and fulphur cryilalize 

about their walls. Thefe muft be very ufe*-. 

fnl in many -conjplaints,. and they are ex^ 
r* • tremely 



txemcly conim^dious, much^mofefo in miny 
rcfpeds than a water bath. The different 
apartments vary in thfeir degree of heat 

The famous Grotto del Cane, or Dog's 
Grotto, is a cavern in the fide of a hill, abcoit 
eight feet long, three wide^ and four or 
five high at the entrance,, which ifc do&d 
with a door* ' We extinguifhed torches in 
the vapour, but thought it unncceflary to 
torture any poor animal^ as ' the nature of 
this grotto is now fo well fcnown, fince the 
different compolijtion of airs has been diibo- 
vered. Reptiles only refift the efieds of the 
vapour fot any length of time, becaufe theif 
refpiration is arbitrary, and they live in this 
grotto as under water for a determinate pe- 
riod. We ftooped down to within fix inches 
of the ground, and felt the pungent fleams, 
cxa£lly as if we had received a blow on' thi 
nofe. The fenfation w^s- tnof b dull, adi 
leis permanent, than that cailfed by volatiU^ 
alkali. Hereabouts Draba murdtis was *ii| 
flower. 

Returning to Naples we vifited Vir^s 
tomb, which (lands in a private garden, over» 
longing a cliff, by the entrance of the Gron^ 

of 
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dp Paufilippo« It is a fort ci low tiiined 
tower. The -nichct withitt remain pretty 
entire. From its top I brought away a fprig 
of die bay tree, taking care to injure the 
hexed plant as little as pofilble, and alfo of 
Ivy and Cytifus ; not indeed of his own 
tmc Cytifus, for that has been pretty clearly 
proved to be Medicago arborea of Linnaeus. 
Not far from hence, in the church of a mo-* 
naftery, is the tomb of Sannazarius (who 
died in 1530), with the epitaph by Cardinal 
Bembo, who is generally fortunate in fuch 
compofitions, though in this fomewhat hy* 
perbolicaL 

<< Da facro cincri flores, hie ille Maroni 
^ Sincerus Musa proximus ut tumulo." 

The thought has been imitated by Pope, in 
Ids epitaph on Rowe, efpecially as it now 
fkands on the monument, which I wonder 
pt, Johnfon did not remark in the exuber* 
Boce of his erudite hypercriticifm. 

The tomb is entirely of white marble^ 
adorned with two ftatues of exquifite beauty, 
Kpreienting Apollo and Minerva, with the 
ittusies of David and Juditii engraved below 

them. 
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thenu Hiis we were inclined to ^ittribute 
to Mk motives of religion^ motives which 
have given birth to the mofl: jr;idiculoiis as 
well as the mod tragical things in the world ; 
but on enquiry found reafon to admire what 
we were about to deride. A certain Spamih 
TicC'^roi, who deprived Naples of many cu- 
riofities, to enrich his own country, would 
have taken away thefe Pagan deities, under 
pretence that they were impious in a Chrit 
dan church. The monks, howev^er, laved 
them by the above artifice from his more 
impious hands. They are now iacred pcr^ 
ibnages, and cannot be removed without fa- 
crilege. The fame vice-roi fent away a 
beautiful antique Venus from the ftreet be- 
fore the caflle, becaufe the porters and laz» 
zaroni were reported to be too fenfible of 
its diarms. But that their morals were 
not his fole anxiety, appears from ,)m 
having allowed it to be replaced fpon after 
by a more homely figure of the goddefi^ 
ivhich remains to this day. De la Lande 
flxangely afierts that the iculpture of the 
above tomb has no extraordinary merit, aad 
chat the figures were b€|;un by Santa Croee^ 
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A Neapolitan fculptor, and finifhed by a eef^ 
tain monk. We were told they were by i 
fcholar of Michael Angelo, which their ftyle 
confirms, and of their tranfcendent petfcaioil 
there is no doubt ; nor is the reft of this 
maufoleum unworthy of them . 

Our next expedition was to Vefuvius, 
fetting out at fix in a fine morning, in a 
calafh* Nothing is more ridiculous to an 
Englifhman, than the manner of driving 
thefe vehicles. We were allowed only to 
hold the reins, or rather ropes, and our dri- 
ver ftood behind, brandifhing the whip over 
our heads. French writers tell us the little 
horfes, who draw thefe calafhes, go with une 
vitejji extraordinaire : but to the Englifh tht 
xnode of driving them is much more extras 
ordinary than their fwiftnefs. 

Arriving at Portici, we left our chaiie^ 
and proceeded on mules and afles, with four 
guides, towards the mountain. The afcent 
at firft is gradual, and the road not bad# 
The foil, as may be fuppofed, totally volca- 
nic. The plants which moft abound, are 
Spartium junctum^ and an inodorous fpecies 
of Artemifiay . not then in flower. BryutH 

cajpititiutn^ 



cafpititium^ and Lichen pyxidatus are alfb 
very plentiful. The torrent of lava which 
iflued in 1771 is ftill totally barren, except 
in Licben fjfchalisi^ which covers it moft 
copioufly, appearing like hoar froft* The 
plants are fmall, not above half an inch high 
at mo(l« We have not found this fpecies 
before in our tour. I recolleft gathering it 
in a micaceous foil in Wiftmoreland, two or 
three inches high*, with fruftification ; and 
^very fpecimen I have fmce examined has 
mica about its root. This Licben therefore 
ihould feem to be peculiarly attached to a 
volcanic foil, and to be the firft beginning of 
vegetation on lava, for which its fhrubby 
figure and (lender roots are admirably fitted. 
So the filamentous Lichens infiauate their 
roots into crevices in the bark of the oldeft 
trees, while the broad cruftaceous kinds co- 
ver young bark, and the fmoother forts of 
Hones and rccks» Ferber tells us a Lichen 
^pows on the lava of Vefuvius, but without 
mentioning its form or fpecies. Being a 
perennial of very flow growth, a long courfe 
of yeat^ elapfes before its crumbling branches 
fall into the cavities of the lava ; and de* 
Vol. II^. I cayiag 
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caying there, form vegetable mould for tht 
aourifhment of other plants. 

Having travelled about fix miles from 
Portici, and within one. of the crater, we 
accompliihed the reft of the journey on foot| 
and found, by walking gently, and often 
(lopping to reft, the afcent neither extremely 
difficult nor laborious, notwithftandiag the 
loofe crumblifig foil. The view from the 
top would alone have repaid oar laboun 
Naples fpread out before us, looked like a 
beautiful model of a town ; the gulf of 
Baiae, and iflands beyond, were full in view. 
Caprasa, and the country about Pompeia, 
were diftiridly feen almoft under olir feet* 
But we had a more extraordinary and more 
aftonifhing fpedacle to behold. Walking 
to the left, half round the mountain, c^4he 
brink of the old crater, we arrived at a Ipot 
where the lava was gufliing out with great 
violence, which the guides faid had been the 
cafe for four days paft. It was red hot, and 
came out with a hiffing noife, and a fteadjr 
progreffive motion, exadly like melted iron 
poured from a furnace. The torrent was 
about two feet wide, .and had formed itfclf 

batiks. 
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banks, by cooling on each fide as it ran* 
We dipped in the thiok iiUcks ufed in afce nd- 
injg the hitl. They immediately took fire, 
but brought out great wiafles of the melted 
matter, which fbcHi cooled into black porous 
dnders, fome of which we preferved. Here* 
abouts were many cradcs and chafms, from 
which iflued very hot fulphureous fteams^ 
and thick fmoke, which often annoyed us, 
and concealed us from each other for a time. 
There were, neverthelefe, feveral little mafles 
of fnow very near thcfe chafms, and their 
fides were incrufted with faline efflorefcences 
of a bright red, yellow, white, or green ; ac* 
cording to the various combinations of ful- 
phur, arfenic, iron, and different falts. The 
huge fragments of cinders and lava, ftand- 
ing up like rocks, of all thefe brilliant co- 
lours, exhibited a gay fantaftic grotto-work 
of the moft whimfical appearanqe. They 
ieemed very hard and firm,, and we ftepped 
over and among them in great Ikfety. Someip* 
titnes indeed they proved too hot to. remain 
upon long; and the fmoke was unpleaiant^ 
hut . not to fuch a degree as to be at all 
alarming ; and we confided in the prudence 

I 2 and 
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and example of our guides^ to judge hoW 
far we might go, and no farther. 

We thien, with great labour, afcended the 
little mountain, which had been formed 
within a twelvemonth in the old crater, on 
the iniide of which its fides appeared to reft, 
its fummit arifmg feveral yards perpendicu- 
lar above the rim of the ancient orifice* In 
its top h the prefent crater, into which we 
looked, the fmoke being inconfiderable, and 
blown to one fide by the wind. Here was 
little to be feen but peaked cindery rocks, a 
mafs of which clofed the orifice at no great 
depth. This little mountain may be ex- 
peded to fink altogether into the great crater 
on the firft cotifiderable eruption, and then 
Vefuvius will appear lefs pointed than at 
prefent. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, and feen 
as much as appeared neceffary or prudent^ 
we defcended much fader than we came up^ 
Aiding down on the loofe cinders at a rapid 
rate, and foon came to the place where our 
beafts were waiting. Here was a party p{ 
ftrangers, confifliing of feveral gentlemen 
and one lady, who were eating a kind of 

breakfaft 



( "7 ) 

breakfail preparatory to their undertaking 
the journey we had juft accompliihed« They 
enquired in French concerning oiu* adven- 
tures with great eagernefs. 

On arriving at Portici^ we went to fee 
the only part of Herculaneum now viiible» 
which is the amphitheatre. The defcent to 
it is by fteps cut out of the rock of lava 

which covers the whole. The reft of the 
old town^ being under the town of Portici, 
has been filled up^ after having been exa- 
mined, to prevent accidents. Paflages are 
cut fo as to fhew fome of the feats, the or- 
fpheftra, and a few apartments with painted 
walls ; but no very accurate conception can 
be formed of the whole. We brought out 
a portion of a beam entirely converted into 
charcoal. 

The mufeum of ancient paintings at Por- 
tici, taken from Herculaneum and Pompeia, 
is very curious indeed. They are chiefly 
on ftucco, and have been removed with 
great care. They are no lefs various in 
merit than in defign. Two of the fineft arc 
Thefeus having juft killed the Minotaur, 
and llercules with fome other figures. 

I 3 Thefe 



Thefe heroes we neariy as largt as hft-^ 
I meaa de^nerate modern life. Many 
pieces of birds and fruit are well done* A 
view of the ancient town qf Puzzuok), tkough 
coarfely executed, is curious } a^ well 9s a 
grafshopper in a chariot dHvin|; a parrot| 
which |s fuppofed to be a fatire on the viW 
and contemptible Nero ; being applicable to 
his charioteering, his green livery, if I t^ 
rtitmhcT right, ufed on thoie occafio<;is, an4 
his finging on the ftage. What the parrot 
alludes to is hot known. In the court of the 
palace are two fine equeftrian figures pf the 
Balbi, father and fon, and fome other ftatues, 
all taken from Herculaaeum. 

Returning to Naples that evening, we fet 
out very early next morning again for Por- 
tici and Pompeia. The latter is about 
fifteen miles from Naples, The road pafles 
over the great ftream of lava which ifTued 
from the mountain in 1 769, and ran into 
the fea. This, like the other, is covered 
with Lichen pafchalis^ but it fcarcely pro- 
duces any other vegetable. The flream 
may be about thirty yards broad where it is 
crofTed by the road. 

Nothing 
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• Nothing could have been finer than the 
fituation of Pompeia* A gentle declivity^ 
of about a mile leads to the fea, and on that 
fide of the town were many delicious villas. 
The town commands the whdic bay, with 
Its nch and beautiful borders. On the ibuth 
fome fine bold hills terminate the view acrofs 
the hay. On the north it is bounded by 
Vefuvius, and other hills beyond. A con- 
fiderable part of this ill-fated town is now 
laid open j but a much greater portion re- 
mains buried, to the depth of ten or twelve 
feet below the prefent furface. Above it are 
vineyards. The foil which enclofes the 
houfes is now hardened into a tolerably firm 
jftone, The moft probable opinion concern- 
ing the manner in which this town was 
overwhelmed is, th^t it was not by a ftream 
of lava, but by a Ihower of water and afhes, 
fo hot as to fcorch, but not burn, or melt 
any thing. The fhower which buried Her- 
cuianeum, feems to have b^en hotter and 
more denfe, owing to the greater vicinity of 
the mountain. 

L.ady Miller's letters give fo full a defcrip- 
tion of th^ prefent ftate of Pompeia, as well 

J 4 SLi 
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as of the mufeum at Portici, that the readier 
will readily pardon my being very fhort 
upon both. Her account indeed, of all the 
environs of Naples, is little elfe than a literal 
tranflation, or rather extrad, of De la Landers 
book ; but fhe appears to have feen every 
thing with her own ej'^es, and as her letters 
were to all appearance not written for the 
public, fuch plagiarifm was very excufable 
in her, though the editor of them ought ta 
have mentioned it. 

Great part of one ftreet of Pomp^ia is as 

entirely laid open to the air, as before the 
fatal eruption. The houies are only un-^ 
roofed. The pavement is of lava, and re- 
fc'/bles that of the Appian way. It is much 
worn by whe^l carriages. On each fide iq 
a raifed foot-way. Ip this ftreet are many 
ihops, a boufe where cups, like thofe now. 
ufed for coffee, were, found, and a very neat 
furgeon's houfe, known by the inftruments 
of the owner. Qver the <Jodr of one fpaciotia 
dwelling is a certain carving in ftone, which 
very expreflively indicates that to have been 
a brothel. Modern manners are (hocked at 
fuch flagrant public obfcenity j but it is re- 
markable 
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markable that in the foldiera barracks, which 
are very entirp, and the walls of which are 
marked all over with initials, words, and 
device^ of ^iffer^l^t kinds, nothing obfcene 
can be found. 

Some of thefe houfes have elegant mofiuc 
pavements, and their ftucco walls are painted 
with great tafte. There is indeed a flimfi? 
nefs in the defigns, a fault to which our na- 
tional t2&^ in England has, I think, been 
inclining, ever f^nce we became acquainted 
With thefe Neapolitan antiquities, and thofe 
of Palmyra. One houfe, that had not been 
difcovered above fix months, was much the 
beft; and remained hitherto unmutilated. 
In it are fome good reprefentatlons of plants, 
and, among others, one very like the leaves 
pf Aganfe Americana^ but the flowers are ill 
done. There is a better painting of the 
fame plant, with different flowers, on a pe- 
dedal near the fouth corner of the garden of 
a villa which has been laid open, between 
Pompeia and the fea. In this figure the 
l^ves are e?:aaiy thofe of the Agave^ but 
about half their fize. The flowers, about 
-fight or ten, in, a (imple racemus^ like thofe 

4 of 
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of an jfloe^ but rudely finilhed. If it be the 
JigavCy which I dare not aver^ thefe figures 
arc a proof that this plant, now fo commoa 
on rocks, roofs, and walls here, was not 
brought from America; but I rather conceive 
them to have been intended for Aloe perfo^ 
Uatay which the ancient inhabitants of Italy 
might have had from Africa, 

At Portlci we faw fuch parts of the ijaufcum 
as we had not time to vifit the preceding 
day J but many days and months would 
be requifite to ftudy this amazing cd-*^ 
le<3ioa» The infinite variety of bronze 
vafes, ftatues, tripods, lamps, &c, for the 
inoft part in a fine tafle j the culinary uten-t 
fils, many of them unintelligible to mo4ern 
luxury ; the provifions themfelves, as loaves 
of bread, dates, bird^feed, pine-nuts, carobs, 
&€• whofe fhape is very perfed:, though 
their fabftance is changed to charcoal ; the 
fight of thefe gives an impreffion not to be 
defcribed. One cannot think they belonged 
to people who lived 1700 years ago. The 
beautiful mofaics are lefs aftonifhing, for 
they are made to laft to the end of the 
world. Here are many utenfils of glafsj 
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aad fomc piecci of rerj fiac paftee, particu^ 
larly a mals of yellow, a portion of which 
has been poliihed, and looks as well ^s any 
thing made at prefent. Alfo many things 
of ivory, and foine iruriops gojd lace, made 
of wire oply, without thread,^ Some pf 
this, with feme linen, were found about the 
bones of a Jady, the impreilion of whoi^ 
neck and breafts -may be feen moulded in 

the lava. The rolled manuicripts have been 

« 

often defcribed) as well as the contrivance 
for unfolding them j but the opieration goes 
on very llowly, nor have the difcoveriea hi-r 
thertp repaid the neceflary pains. The heft 
ilatue is a farge bronze Mercury in a fitting 
pofture. 

In one apartment by itfelf is a fmall very 
indecent group in marble, of a fatyr and 
<he-goat. This is kept in a cafe, and fhewn 
to men only. Irs . workmanlhip is good, 
but the finifliing not very high. In vain 
do antiquaries of the prefent tiay palliate 
fuch reprefentaticns, as being myftical j I 
can fee nothing in them but the mod abo- 
minable depravity. 

In order to he favoured with a fight of 

aU 



all thefe euriofitics, as well as the palace of 
Capo di Monte, we were obliged to hav^ 
tickets procured by Sir W^liam Hamilton, 
and to fee every body concerned very copi* 
Gufly. How much more liberal is the efta* 
Wifhment at Florence, and how much more 
tiftful ! The excavations at Pompeia go on 
very (lowly ; nor will the king allow any 
body but himfelf to undertake them, left 
they Ihould find any thing better than what 
he has got. At one time the antique bronzes 
were dug up in fuch quantities^ that every 
body at Naples made mufeum^ of them* 
One of thefe coUedlions was fold when we 
were there, and I bought a tolerable Hercu- 
les, and buft of Auguftus, at no great ex** 
pence. 

The bookfellers* fhops at Naples afforded 
us nothing curious, and the guide-books 
were fo execrably bad, ;vc difdained to buy 
any of them *, 

♦ Don Gaetano D'Ancora has fince publifhed a 
good guide to the antiquities on the weft of Naple^ 
entitled Gutda ragknata per U atitichith e per h curiofit^ 
natHrali di Puzzt4oiiy isfi\ Napoli 1792, on,e vol. 8vo. 
152 pnges, 51 plates. There is an edfrtion in French. 

The 
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The climate of Naples difappointed us no 
lefs. Perpetual rain and ftorms, with really 
cold weather, during the greater part of our 
abode there, made large fires neceflary in our 
fpacious apartments ; and we would gladly 
have religned a few of our ppmpous anti- 
chambers, to have had one whole doors and 
windows kept out the weather. 
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CHAR XXVI. 



FROM NAPLES TO ROME, BY CASBRTA 
AND MONTE CASSINO. 



March 17. A VO I TU R I N engaged to 
carry us to Rome for ten fequins, flopping 
by the way two days at Caferta, where we 
Were to vifit Sir.William Hamilton, and one 
day at the famous Benedidine Convent of 
Monte Caili no, for which we had letters 
procuf^ by Father Cremona, a worthy monk 

r 

ojf that orde^t whom we had known at 
Napl^Sft 

The court was then at Caferta. The pa- 
lace is a vaft fquare building, with about 
thiny windows in a row in each front. It 
wants a break of fome kind, as a dome, or 
more confpicuous porticp. Bfehind is a long 
dreary barren piece of ground, fkirted with 
poor trees, and terminated by the tnountains, 

down 
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down the edge of one of which, dircdlljr 

oppofite to the. centre of the palace, and 

about two mUes diflant, runs a vail artificial 

cafcade, equally in defiance of tafte and na- ' 

tore. This is continued in hanging ponds, 

and other cafcades and fountains, to the' 

* _ 

palace. Vanvitelli was the archite<3:. The 

great cafcade is at fuch a diAance, and in fo 

unlikely a place for water to be expeded, 

that it looks like linen hanging to dry, and 

blowing about in the wind. To give it 

ibme meamobg, Sir William Hamilton lately 

propofed to the king to add a col offal ftatue 

of Mofes, in the attitude of flriking the 

rock, and fo accounting for the ftrange pofi- 

tioa of the water-fall. This would really 

be an improvement. . 

Mr. Gra&iier, a very ingenious gardener 

jrecoHimended to the queen of Naples by 

Sir Jofeph Banks, was then employed in lay-^ 

irig out a garden for her majefty in the Eng* 

lifli tafte, to which purpofe a portion of 

ground was allotted, not far diftant fronj the 

palace ; but unluckily in full view of a ftu- 

^ J>endous naked brick wall, built with hercu- 

ioiii labour for the purpofe of keeping the 

above- 
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above-mentiotled cafcade in its place. No 
plantation whatever could conceal this glar- 
ing wall from any part of the garden j not 
could any climbing plants feaCh near to its 
top. The ground was beiides occupied by 
miferable olives, with fcarcely H pi^utefqile^ 
tree to turn to account. Neverthelefe Mr 
Graeffer had I'ucceeded, we thought^ wonder* 
fully. He had formed fome very pleafant 
lawns, interfperfed with clumps of myrtle, 
and other (hrubs, and the whole wore a very 
promifmg appearance. But unfortunately 
none of the Neapolitans could fee any kind 
of beauty in his performances, and they 
complained of his introducing fo vulgar ^ 
thing as myrtle ! The queen was much 
difpofcd to be pleafed, but flie could not 
ftem the tide of opinion ; nor did the king 
approve of the expence, fo the whole wa* 
given up fome time after. What delicious 
gardens might be had in this favoured cli- 
mate ! What groves of Magnolias^ Lirio'^ 
dendrons^ Camellias^ Gordonias^ and Kalmias^ 
for a fiftieth part of the expence of this ridi- 
culous cafcade ! But who fhculd enjoy them? 

not 
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il6t Keajpolitans! Nature has no charms fof 
them ! 

Mr. Graeffer conduced lis to a bektitifUl 
fpot oil the banks of thd river Vultumus^ 
^here a long tradt of gently fwelling hilld 
\ras entirely covered with bufhes oidiDapbnt* 
not defcribed by Linnaeus, then in full flov^eri 
and whofe fragrance perfumed the s^ir to a 
great diflance. Mr. Graeffer firft difcovered 
this plant in company with the prefeht Pro-^ 
feffor Sibthorp of Oxfordj in the illand of 
Ponza^ and has now fent it to Kew garden^ 
llie Neapolitan botaiiifts aiid florifts imiver^ 
fally tkke It for Mezereon ; but its leaves are 
cvergreeii, filky beneath^ and the flowen 
tenninal* 

At Sir William Hamilton s Wt were en** 
tertained with fome charming unpublifhed 
quartettos of Giardini's, and with a gfeatef 
aflfemblage of literary and intelligent people 
than I fhould have expefted* Here 1?ras 
JM. vOii Goethe, prime minifter to the Duko 
o£ Saxc Weimar, author of the well known 
Sorrows df Werter, a politer unafTuming 

* Dsiphne colUlUi. Smth SpidUpum, x^. /• iS» 
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man. In juftke to this court it muft 6c 
allowed, that the tafle and accompltffaments 
of our minifter meet with the refpc€t they 
deferve j he is the centre of what literature 
and' fcience is here to be found ; as well as 
the chief favourite of the fovereign. Cem- 
mon report fays, ' there is much more real 
cordiality between Naples and England, than 
between Naples and Spain. As to the cba- 
ra<3:er of the king, two traits may ferve to 
give an idea of it.. He is a great billiard- 
' player, and adjoining to the billiard-room 
has a fmaH oratory,, with a figure of ^e 
Virgin^ to which he addreffes himfelf when 
any great fum is depending.. He is ex- 
tremely fond of hunting the wild-boar, and 
partakes of that amufement ainiofl: every 
day. The leaft appearance of a thnnder 
ftorm alone ufed to interrupt him. But of 
kte his royal courage braves this danger un- 
daunted ; for he is provided with a little 
image of fome anti-eledtric faint,^ which, be- 
ing worn in his bojfom, is a fure protedtion.. 
How much to the honour of his confeflbr,, 
who muft neceflarily have given his fanc- 
tion 10 this pious and enlighteia^ confi- 
dence f 
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dencel Thefe littk foibles, hbwevef, do 
not leflen his charader as a benevolent and 
well-meaning fovereign ; and I have had oc* 
cafion before to pbferve, that the imper- 
fcaions and errors of princes, are more to 
be attributed to thofe about them, than to 
themfclves. They are often enveloped in 
fuch a complicated cloud of flattery, clajfhing 
intrigues, and difguifed information, that a 
man muft have more than common confi- 
dence in his own abilities, who would ven- 

ture to fay he could always judge and aft 
rightly in fuch a fituation. 

The queen of Naples bears the charader 
of great amiablenefs and b^enignity, as well 
as of good plairf fenfe. She is very popu- 
lar with the common people, and their at- 
tachment is no inconfiderable embarraffment 
when fhe walks out. In going to her Eng- 
lifli garden, a fwarm qf the *lo weft rabble 
were always clinging about her perfoniike 
bees, and kifEng her hands^ They would 
even rufh Into the garden itfelf, and continue 
hanging upon her wherever fhe fat or walk- 
cd. It was thought dangerous to check this 
difgufting expreffion of loyalty, and the 
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inconvenience of it b (aid to have contribo' 
ted to make her majefty tired of her garden. 

We were too agreeably engaged otherwife 
to vifit the palace, as it contains no remark- 
able pidures nor ftatues, and the outfide 
promifed nothing extraordinary with re- 
fyc€t to archite£ture. It is, however^ faid 
to be the largeft and moft complete palace in 
Italy, and to be decorated with great variety 
of fine marbles, the produce of the country. 
Its meafurements and coil may be feen in 
De la Lande. 

Gaferta is twelve miles from Naples. The 
town itfelf is poor and flraggling. 

March 1 9. A little before entering Capua^ 
are fome remarkable ruins of the ancient 
town. One of them feems tq have been a 
fepulchrc, on the plan of thofe of Adrian 
and Auguftus. About ten miles beyond the 
prefent Capua, we left the good road, and 
pafled through woods of oak, abounding 
with Lichen ^lomuliferus ; arriving at length 
at a folitary inn called San Felice, where we 
dined on eggs and fruit, amid pigs, mules, 
and chickens. The whole would have made 

an 
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an admirable fubjeft for Berghem, and the 
fcenery around was worthy of the pencil 
of Ruyfdael, or Claude Lorraine. 

The farther we went, the road grew worfc 
and worfe. In one place the carriage ftuck 
in a flough, and we were obliged to call fuch 
help as was to be had to get out again. The 
pious monks of Monte Caf&no are acciifed 
of keeping their roads as bad as they can, 
that they may not have too many vifitors ; 
and indeed fome perfeVerance is required to 
get at them in winter. To crown all, it 
grew dark before we got within three miles 
of San Germano 5 and the road was fo very 
bad, we were often obliged to alight and 
walk for fear of being over^tumed, an acci- 
dent which at length happened to me, Dn 
Younge being on foot alone. Turning too 
{harp in croffing a little bridge, the carriage 
i?v^as laid down gently on one fide in the ri- 
vulet, which luckily was very (hallow, and 
the bridge very low, fo that no material 
mifchief was done. Here we were at an- 
chor. Our driver, inftead of trying to re- 
pair the damage, was howling aloud, and 
calling upon all the faints of heaven for 
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help, and efpecially St. Antonio, whom we 
have feen at Genoa to be the patron of 
mules and afles ; but our hope in him was 
vain, nor was he even fo complaifant as 
Hercules in the fable, who came and told 
the waggoner he muft clap his Qwn fhoulder 
to the wheel. Our voiturin's ^prayer was 
perhaps too pharifaical to deferve any atten-* 
tion, for he kept crying, "0 Sant^ Antonio 
cbe bofatto per quefta difgrazia f^^ — Oh, St, 
Anthony, what have I done to deferve thb 
misfortune? Finding, therefore, our own 
heretical endeavours more likely to be ufeful 
than the help of the faints, I undertook to 
grope out my way in the dark to San Ger- 
mano, above a mile diftant, leaving my 
friend and the driver to confole each other 
in the mean while. At length I found the 
village, which ilands at the foot of Mont^ 
Caflino, 54 miles from Naples, and in which 
is a convent dependent upon the great one 
on the hill. At this lower convent we were 
to have flept, being provided with a letter 
from the fuperior of San Severino at Naples. 
Finding the village dark and filent, I made 
up to the firft convent that prefented itfelf ; 
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m the church of which the monks were 
finging their evening fervice. Never were 
eny founds fo welcome. Haflily concluding 
this muft be the convent w^t granted, and 
finding no other entrance, I went boldly into 
the church porch, and knoclced, with all my 
might, at the door feveral times ; but to no 
purpofe. The monks continued their fing- 
ing, and nobody came. Very libely this 
event may be regiftered, in the legends of 
the mon^ftery, as an aflault of the devil j and 
thefe monks may be ranked with St. Anthony 
for not being frightened from their devotions 
by his attempts. Perhaps tliat very faint, 
to complete his vengeance on us for our- 
voiturin's improper prayer, might infpire 
them with the idea, and fo prevent their 
coming to help us. Finding my impious* 
attempt vain, I proceeded to explore the 
village, and at length perceived a miferable 
hovel of an inn, the landlord of which was * 
in the afl: of frying fome animal fubftance 
or other over the fire. No fooner was my 
bufinefs known, than down went the fryitig- 
pan in the middle of the kitchen ; all hands 
W'Cre called, and a pair of ftrong horfes^^^ 
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ikrlth torches and lanthorns^ inilantlj pro« 
cured. Thus we fet out, and after fome difi 
fiQulty in difcovering hy which road I had 
come, our fhouts were anfwered ; we got up 
the chaife, and arrived at San Germano 
without farther difafler, except my leaving 
a good hat in one of the ditches. But our 
diftreffes were not at an end. i\ll this ala^i 
crity to help us arofc from the fordid hopes 
of plunder. We were fooliihly induced tq 
ftay at this wretched inn, hf plaufible, but 
falfe, afTurances that all the monks of the 
lower convent were then gone up the hill, 
to-morrow being the eve of the feaft of St, 
Benedict. After paying, not unthankfuUy 
though enormpufly, for the afliftance we had 
received, our patience revolted, on being 
ftfked a fequin each for one miferable bed* 
in a room without glafs or curtains^ and a 
bad falad and eggs for fupper. We de- 
clared we would rather fit in the carriage all 
night. This declaration had its effedt, and 
for one fequin we were allowed to throw 
ourfelvea pn this wretched bed, on which 
the rain and wind beat through the broken 

ihntters. The fuppey we coul4 not touch. 



on account of the bad oil. Happily W9 
^fcaped from this den of thieves in daq 
morning, with the lofs of a dreffing-gown. 
qvHj flolen from me, and a part of the pioop 
voitufin's back of his carriage cut ^wfiy a« 
U ftpod 44 the yardt 

March 20. We afcended the hill on horfcv 

9 

hack with a guide, being tpld it was three 
Qiiles to the upper convent; but nekher 
guide nor horfes were ncceflVry, as the dit» 
ti^nce was not half fo great as reppit^d, an4 
the road perfedly evident. 

This fpacious convent ftands on the very 
fummit of the hill, overlooking a vaft and 
fertile pldn fubjed to it, and whofe produce 
enriches the powerful community who occupy 
this {lately edifice. Adjoining to this hill is 
one much higher, whofe top was now qo-» 
vered with fnow. That on which we wen? 
vras enveloped in mift, and it was amufing 
to behold the Angular fpecftacle of vaiiou$ 
jfmall fleecy clouds, like fipoke, fufpended 
below or before us, aqd flying about on 
every fide. Wh?n thpy came to us, they 
jfcarcely formed a mift fufficient to moiften 

6 any 



i^f thing, and were foon gone again, TMj^ 
hiir abounds with the maftic tree^ Ptfiacicp 
LentifcuSy and Euphorbia Gbaracias^ rcd^ 
Ipurge, which lafti being at this time in full 
flower, fmelt very ofFeniivclyi 

On prefehting our letter to the porter^ we 
were told the padre cellarioy to whom it 
was addreffed, was ftill at the lower convent; 
but we were foon put under the protedion 
of one of the monks, named Don Severina 
del Bialzo, who politely undertook to fhew 
us every thing here, and never quitted us 
while we flayed. 

This convent, the head of alF thofe of 
the Benedidine order, confifts of various 
cloifters, galleries, and other apartments, 
none of which are remarkable for their ar- 
chitecture. It was originally founded by 
St. Benedict, in the place of a temple of 
Apollo which he deftroyed in the fixth cen- 
tury, and has fince been twice overthrown 
by earthquakes. A few chambers of the 
original fabrick remain, called Stance di San 
Benedetto^ and held very facred. In them 
are many pi£tures, not all good } but there 
is a moft exquifite Madonna by Raphael^ 

which 
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Drhich is well preferved^ and aorcaas £ot aR 
the bad ones. The church is ia a good 
tafte, and very richly inlaid with marbles. 
The roof of the nave is painted with the 
miracles of St BenediiS:, by Luca Giordano, 
Behind the altar are four large pidlures by 
Solimene ; and in other parts of the church 
feveral other good paintings, chiefly by the 
fame artifts, whofe works however I do not 
profefs much to admire. The ftalls of the 
choir are very admirably carved in v^ood by 
a German, Under the altar repofe the 
bodies of St Benedict and his twin fiften 
Its front is enriched with a very fuperb alto 
relievo of fxlver, partly gilt, made about 
twenty years ago, and reprefenting fomc 
parts of the tutelar faint's hiftory, with ar- 
chitectural decorations. The organ is a very 
good one, and was played on to gratify our 
curiofity. In the front are figures of three 
angels, blowing real trumpets, which ac- 
company the inftrument at the pleafure of 
the performer. Iii the facrifty is nothing 
particularly curious. The library is nume- 
rous, containing plenty of divinity, Mftory 
both ecclefiaftical and profane, and many 

mifceU 



( HO ) 
mirceUaneous books; No natural hiftory If 
among them. Mctaphyfics arc principaUy 
ftudied here^ as becomes monks. Noticing 
fpme fine lumacbcllo marble in this room^ in 
which the fliells were remarkably diftind, 
our guide bbferved that they were ♦* Sports 
of Nature." I thought him too learned to 
.be. fet right, and his error was not likely to 
be hurtful to any body. We were fhewn 
the firft book ever printed (I bclieye), a folio 
on religion, by Fuft, in Odtober 1459 ; alfo 
the firft book ever printed in Italy, on rdi-r 
gion top of courfe, dated 1465. There wa$ 
z, French tranflation^of Bower's hiftory of 
the Popes, which the librarian obferved was 
a heterodox book, but too nptgrioufly falf§ 
aad abfurd to do njuch bariQ, in which J 
do uot think he w^s much mift^eut 

We din?d with another vifitpr and our 
^ind guide, in fome apartments appropriated 
to ftranger? ; jind at four o'clock attended the 
Vefpers, which began the Feaft of St. Bene- 
di<3:. Afterwards wq were prefented to the 
Abbot, 4n elderly man of dignified appear- 
ance and polite manners. He was going 
tp oSer us his hand to kifs, a homage paid 
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bf all who approach him, but recoUedbg 
we were ftrangert, he haftily checked him- 
&]£. I had prefence of mind enough to 
make a fign of paying him the compliment. 
He wore a very fuperb emerald crofs, about 
fix inches long, on his breaii 

This Abbot is a temporal prince, and his 
power very great The monks of the con- 
vent muft all neceflarily be of noble birth. 
The court of Naples is fuppofed to have 
long looked with eager eyes on the riches 
of thefe Benedidines ; but their extenfive 
benefactions, and the pains they take in the 
education of youth, give them a ftrong 
intereft with the people. Their order is the 
moft confequential of all, now the Jefuits 
are no more. As far as we had any means 
of information, they are.alfo the moft learn- 
ed, liberal, intelligent, and polite. They 
profefs great hofpitality as a duty, partly, 
perhaps, from policy. When we took leave 
of our guide, and made our acknowledg- 
ments for his attention and civility, he mo- 
deftly anfwered, " he was only doing his 
duty/* Before the great gate of the monair 
tcry was a company of forty or fifty poof 
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|ie6ple, whoefe dinner was provided by tht 
monks. How far fuch charity is really ufe^ 
Itil to the >commumty, I will not now exa- 
mine. It is pleafant to fee but ^tli^e ,fe mblance 
jcf goodnefs. The whole of tfife vifit was 
very romantic, ahd I would not have omit- 
ted it for much greater troubles than thofe 
^we underwent at San Germano. If any 
future travellers fhould be inclined to follow 
:Our ileps^ they have only to provide them- 
.^Ives with a good introdu^ion from fome 
JSenedi&ine.conventat.Rome or Naples; to 
avoid travelling in the dark, and to fhun the 
inn of San Germanq. 

We walked down the hill in the after- 
noon, through a flight Ihower. The fun 
ihone bright onmany parts. of the rich aiad 
-wide-extended landfcape, while others were 
ipeckled with the fhadows of fmall flying 
.clouds in a beautiful manner. Two fine 
:rdnbows, not concentric, were almoft under 
our feet. The world feemed all below u«, 
•fer the fecluded community we had juft 
left, could hardly be confidered as belong- 
ing to this earth. When we caft our .eye» 
*back on tibeir lofty " tawers and battle- 
. 3 mentSy 



,ttL«its, Bofomed high,'* not in ^^ tufted trees/* 
but iivclouds, which fometimes curled round 
their Iblid bafements, and then flitting lightlj 
off, were difperfed in the boundiefs fpace of 
ether; it was not difficult to imagine the 
whole to be the airy production of enchant- 
ment, and that the fabrick was frequently 
about to diffolve away in the clouds that half 
concealed it* 

Arriving at the convent belo'vf', we deli- 
vered our letter, and were moft hofpitably 
received. We fupped in an elegant aild 
comfortable manner, with a French gentle- 
man, a vifitor like ourfelves, and were lodged 
in very handfome apartments. Nothing 
could exceed the attention of the fervants, 
four of whom waited on us* The padre 
icHario paid us a vifit in our apartment be- 
fore fupper, and we had fome very pleafant 
chit-ckat, but faw no more of him after- 
wards. Thefe monks, though not all others, 
are far above receiving any pecuniary com- 
pliment J but we endeavoured to requite the 
civility of their fervants as it deferved* * 

March 21. We departed at day-break^ 

after 
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bfter being rtgaled with excellent c&odoktt^ 
Pafled by an amphitheatre, the circuit di 
iRrhich is entire* It belonged to an old Ro- 
man town at the foot of the mountain^ called 
Caflinum, as appeal's from an infcriptioil 
prclerved in the convent above. Proceeded 
along a very b£id road to Ciprano^ a fmall 

■ 

town likewife of Roman origin^ in the 
Pope's dominions^ where our baggage was 
examined* 

At a little cofiee-houfe m Ciprano, we 
were entertained with the hiftoiy of St# 
Arduino, an Englifhman, patron of the 
town, whofe body is preferved here, as ari 
,elderly man informed us* We bad not the 
grace or curiofity to vifit his fhrine, for want 
of time, and pafTed on to Fianone, a large 
ugly town on a hill, overlooking the moft 
beautifully varied country poiTible* The imi 
was poor and dear» 

March 22* The road lay througb arabltf 
land, rudely cultivated, with bad fences, or* 
none at all. Bufialos, Bos BubaluSy are ufed 
for plowing throughout this country^ as well 
as about Rome« They are hideous animals^ 

with 
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withf veiy coarfe black hair, arid haVief a lirt- 
giilar fwingifxg motioii^ of the head^ iii walk- 
ing. Of their milk a kind of cream cheefe 
is iriade^ calted Jc^^ag^ia at cavitflA^ or horle 
chtfefe, but neverdielefs- verjr^ood. About 
ten o'clock we had an early dinner at a foli« 
taai^ little inn, near which feve^d uncom- 
mon infeds were crawling about^ on a bank' 
ife the fun,* chie^" Scurahai tsidi Curculiones^ 
foMe oC the latter appear to be non-defcri^. 
Ih' the afternoon thte country im|)r6ved as to^ 

• • « 

pi^drefque beauty, and the thicketa by the 
road B^ iJi^ere gay with' feveral pretty fpring* 
plants', as 

iSr/^\^^/w, generally blue, very rarely 
white. 

Anemone appentna^ pale purple^ or white* 

Galantbus nivalis^ Snowdrop* 

Pulmonaria offi:dnalis^ Lungwort. 

Fumaria hulbofa^ Bulbous fumitory. 

The two firft hold exaftly the fame place 
ill'' an Italian grove, that Hyactntbus non-fcrip^ 
ttis^ hare-bells, and Anemone nemorofa^ wood 
anenlon^, do with us. They flower at the 
fame time, and are as common, growing 
among dead leaves of trees. The fnow* 
' ToL. II. L drop 
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^op may alfo be paralleled with the dafibv 
dil, Narcijfus pfeudo^narctjfut^ more rarely 
found with us in fimilar fituations ; and PicA 
monarta fuppli^s the plac$ of our red cam« 
pion^ Lychnis digica. To the Fumaria we 
have nothing analogous, esccept Lily of the 
Valley ihouM be thought fo, as far as con^? 
tfxxfi^ time an4 fitu^tion, 

We flept at a very decent and reafonable 
ilin without the wiiUs of Montone, a town 
in which the Prince Doria has a magnificent 
palace, e?(alted high above the other build- 
ings. We did not enter the town^ but bo- 
tanifed on fome romantic rocks about our 
ipn, producing the plants juft mentioned, 
with plenty of Lamtum maculatumy fpotted 
dead-nettle, and here ^nd there what ap-r 
peared to be Lichen tarfarem^ but without 
fruiSification, This fpecies we have not be^ 
fore obferved in Italy. I have rhentioned it, 
vol. I. p. 198, as a bad fubftitute for Orchal| 
ip dyings Jn this neighbourhood arc many 
Gaye9 cut in the rocks, formerly perhaps in-* 
habited, They remind one of Italian ro-? 
mances ; of banditti, enchanters, and her-? 
jyi^ts, The people^ how^ver^ f§f i|i?d mucl\ 
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more honeft and refpedable, than any fuch 
jpierfonages ; and we began to perceive we 
had left Neapolitan fraud and impertinence 
behind us. In this journey we provided 
our own accommodations at the inn, by way 
of experiment ; but were not fo weH fatisfied 
as when the whole was left to our voiturin. 

' March 23. From Montone to Frafcati is 
a ride of four hours. Furnifhed with a 
guide, we proceeded to explore the town, 
fo celebrated as a fumiher abode for the Ro- 
man gentry, and afcended the hill to the 
iruins of old Tufculum. Among thefe, the 
moft intcrefting are what vulgar report fays 
were a part of Cicero's villa j but this is not 
authorized by any fatisfadory 'evidence. 
There are' twelve arched chambers of the 
old reticulated brick- work, deftitute of win^ 
jdows. Adjoining is a fmall amphitheatre, 
With a reedy pool in the centre, and by it 
the remains of a tower, from which the 
guide told us Cicero ufed to be a fpedator 
of the games. So vague is their informa- 
tion ! nor are antiquaries more fatisfa£tory in 
their accounts of its true fituation. Near 
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the ruin; above mendoaed, a vtrf nairpw 
paflage, cut out of the rock, is faid to ex^ 
fend very far, and to terminate in a chamber, 
About the entrance grew Marchantta triath 
dra of Scopoli, if I am not miftakeiu It^ 
leaves are very lilte Targioma^ 

After looking into two or three gardens, 
little worth notice, except for the fine fitua- 
tion they all in common enjoy, we came to 
the Villa Aldobrandini, where are fome ceil- 
ings pretty well painted by the Cavalier Ar-i 
pino, particularly one qf Judith The water-? 
works ip the giarden are curious enough in 
the old tiiekifli ftyle, efpecially a figure of 
the Cyclops which plays on the paftoral reeds { 
and a Centaur blowing a horn ; alfo an or^ 
jgan } all which are wor^d by water, and 
make a hideous noife when approached too 
near? They may be more toleraWe^heq 
imperfedly heard at a diilance. If painted 
ftatues be difagreeable front their too great 
refemblance to nature without life, aa any 
one who has ffeen Mrs. Wright's waxrwork 
muft have felt, this Centaur, in which a voice 

is fuperadded, will eafily be concaved to be 
feally frightful, 



The gardens here^ like all about j^onie, 
tee full of large old evergreens, long fince 
grown above the reach of (hears and prun- 
ing-hooks, and therefore, though formally 
difpofed^ not unplcafing. Majeftic c jpfefles^ 
the rich foliage of evergreen oaks, and the 
tufted ftone-pine,P/W/P//r^jj with its bronze 
coloured trunk glowing among branches of 
bay^ laurus-tinus, box^ add other fhrubs^ 
all together make a very beautiful Icenery, 
cfpetially when interfperfcd with antique 
llatu^s, mouldering pillars, and ruined £rag- 
inents of buildings ; ornaments tvhich feem 
peculiarly appropriated to the gardens of 
Rome. I^rafcati enjoys an additional advan- 
tage in its very cxtenfive prdfpeS over all 
the Campania, terminated by the fea, and its 
northern expofurc renaers it a delicious re* 
treat in fummer. 

Rome is twelve miles diftant, and we eafily 
teached it early in the evening. 

Pio's excellent hdtel being noW occupied, 
ive n^ade trid of a French one j but alas, it 
was too truly French ! After ftarving for 
three days at the dirty table-d^hote, amid 
fome of thofe cormorant chevaliers de St. 
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Louis, fo well defcribed by Mcrcier in htl 
Tableau de Paris, who inftantly clear every 
difh that appears, and whofe difgufting vo- 
racity deprives one at once, £b far luckily 
enough, of appetite and provifion, we re- 
curred to our old principle of living in the 
manner of the country. \Ve met with a 
neat and comfortable fet of apartments in 
the houfe of a mercer, in Strada Condotta, 
named Filippo Melani, one of the moft 
obliging, decent, and worthy families that 
could be, and were well ferved with pro- 
Tifloni from a houfe in the neighbcurliood. 
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CtttfRCHES OP ROME) CONTINUED PKOM 

CHAP. XXIIk 



T. 



return to the churches o^ Rome, witk 
which, if the reader is already fatisfied, hd 
has only to paTs oti to the next chapter ; I 
heg leave to mention them ia the order in 
tvhich we vifited them. 

Adjoining to the Capitol is the very ad^ 
cient and celebrated church of St. Maria id 
Ara Coeli. The afceiit to it is by i 24 mar* 
We ftcps taken from a temple of Romulus ; 
but the front itfelf does not anfwer to fuch 
magnificence. Twenly-twt) ancient marble 
Columns adorn the nave, laid to have be* 
longed to the temple of Jupiter Cdpitolinus^ 
which ftood on this fpot ; but they are ndt 
All of one fizci form, or materials Behind 
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the altar is a Holy Family by Raphael, v^itlt 
a cat in the fore-ground. The porphyry 
urn, containing the body of St. Helena, is 
as fine as that of Clement XII. at St. Gio- 
vanni in Laterano. About this church are 
many old monuments, and two pulpits, of 
the fame materials, and in the fame fiyle, as 
the tomb of Henry III. in Weftminfter- 
Abbey, having pannels of red porphyry, and 
borders of mofaic. Here we heard the 
Gloria Patri charmingly fung, and one of 
the prettieft voluntaries I ever heard any 
where. In one part of the church is an 
altar, faid to have been eredled by Auguftus, 
at the time of our Saviour*s birth, under the 
denomination of j4ra primogeniti Deiy ** The 
altar of the Firft-begotten of God/' I am 
ferry thofe who invented this filly legend, 
thought Chriftianity wanted any fuch coun- 
tenance. 

St. Auguftino, the principal church of the 
Auguftine Monks, is chiefly remarkable for 
the fine pi6:ure of Ifaiah, by Raphael, fitu- 
ated about the middle of the nave. It haa 
been engraved, and is worthy of all &dmir-n 
ation, though now much damaged. There are 

.manjT 



anaay odier very excellent pidures, ahA fe^ 
Veral elegant maufoleums« The foUcywing 
epitaph) on a fimple tablet of marble, b k« 
markably iuppy^ and has never been no# 
ticed: 

tfrbano VU Pont. Mat. 

brevis imperii principle 
fed memorise diutarnac. 

iQud Fortunx fuerit i 
hoc erit Virtutis. 

St» Maria inViaLata, fituated in the Corifb^ 
is famous for a miraculous pi£tiu:e of the 
Virgin by St. Luke^ which does him ne 
credit as a painter, and for fome of the ViT'^ 
gin's hair, and other relicks. Its antique 
columns are cafed with Sicilian marble, falfely 
called jafper, which never looks well. Tlifer 
church is dirty, and fcarcely worth vifitlng, 
except for the mufic at the Yefpers, which k 
very good. 

St. Maria in Campitelli is of noble archt^ 
tenure, and has in one part a crofs of moft 
beautiful orange-coloured tranfparent alabas- 
ter, placed fo as to be feen againft the light^ 
and well worthy of notice. 

St. Maria fopra Minerva belongs to the 

Domini* 
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Dominicans^ and b of a long narrow £pts!i 
like mod of their churcheSi^ It was built 
en the ruins of a temple of Minerva,* In 
the choir are the very confpicuous maufo^ 
leums of Leo X. and Clement VII. both 
of the Medicis family. One of th^ chapels^ 
DA the left, id ornamented with that of Bene-» 
did XIII. But the glory of (his church ii 
the celebrated Chrift of Michael Angelo, a 
fingle flatue of white marble as large as life^ 
holding the crofs, the reed, fpunge, and 
fcourge. It is really fine, but by no means 
equal to his Mofes, either in character or 
compofition. Its right foot is cafed in brafs, 
to protect it againfl the devaflation of the 
innumerable devout lips perpetually applied 
to it. 

On Eafter Monday feveral very rich filver 
bufts, and other ornaments, were exhibited 
on the altars of this church. On Lady-day 
was a/proceffion of orphan girls, drcfled in 
white, and crowned with flowers, to hear 
mais here j at which many cardinals attend- 
ed, from taile I prefume, as well a& devo« 

liotu 
X)S all the churches in Rome^ that of 
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the JefuitSj il Gefu, is one of the richeft 
and moft truly magoificent. Not to enter 
into a detail of its numerous paintings, whicji 
are many of them h^hly defending of par- 
ticular obfervation ; the altar of St. Ignatius 
is, without exception, the fineft thing of its 
kind. It terminates the crofs aifle on the 
left. Four immenfe columns of gilt bronze, 
fluted with lapis lazuli, fupport a frontifpiece, 
above which appears a figure of God the 
Father, accompanied by a cherub holding a 
globe of lapis lazuli, the fineft and largeft 
piece of that ftone ever found. I guefs it to 
be about twenty inches in diameter at leaft, 
but not a complete fphere. Under the altar 
lies the body of St. Ignatius, in a moft ele- 
gantly formed farcophagus of bronze, adorn- 
ed with bas-jeliefs. Above ftands the ftatue 
of the faint, about ten feet high, accompa- 
nied by three angels, the whole group caft 
together in niolten filver, and ornamented 
i?vith precious ftones. Over this is a Glory of 
gilt bronze, with the name of Jefus in letters 
of rock cryftal. The niche is lined with 
lapis lazuli and antique alabafter, fet in gilt 
bronze. The whole is truly ftupendous, and 
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Ifi a <ifertain ftyle df airy magnificeflce, if f 
lilay be allowed the expi-eflion, beft fuitei 
to fuch extreme richnefs of iriaterials. and 
^hioh is the charader of every thing be* 
longing to the Jeftdts* Sometimes this fta- 
tue is concealed by a pi£ktire ; but thie facri- 
ftan will be happy to ihew it at any iime to 
dangers. Cardinal Bellarmin is buried here, 
"With a monument by BeminL 

The church dedicated to St^ tghatiiis may 
tlmoft vie with that lafi mentioned, for mag-' 
nificence of architedure, and a profofion « 
marbles and lapis lazuli. The altar of St^ 
Louis Gonzaga is not much unlike that I 
have juft been defcribing, nor fcarcely lefs 
magnificent. A fuperb urn of lapis lazuli 
contains the faint's body, and the large bas-« 
relief over the altar, by Le Gros, is truly 
excellent. 

Moft of the jefuits* churches abound with 
lapis lazuli ; I ihall mention but one mord 
of them, that of St* Andrew, near Monte 
Cavallo. Its form is oval, fingtlarly ele- 
gant, but more like apfcall-toom than a churchy 
St* Staniflaus, a' jefuit faint, repofes in a lapis 
^zull urn } but what is more remarkable. Is 

the 



^. cfzamber pf .tlu« iaUit, now md^lfieeatljr 
Recked with marble, axid* containing y» 
fiatue by Le Qros, l^ing on a b^d*, as. if^ 
dyii^gi ^e ha^jda^ andface of whifc maryfl^ 
tb^ drapei^ q|! bl^ck^ It; if aQ: admifft^p 
»ndfingula;i:;tii;ig,. 

In thie ndighl)Ourhood are the cbu]ncliyef>of 
Sft Suj&*nat4nd of the. Madonna dellaVit-^ 

cellent paintings in frefco, not fo much nom 
tioed.as^th^ deferv^ tp bej, in the latter, are 
iBuae alab^fti^r p^lafter^i and Sdrnini- s celcbratft 
ed ftatu^ of ^ Tb^refa^ whjich he efteemeit 
Bis. maftet^jnece. This is.d^ijervedty cnti^. 
cifed for it^ afmoftldciviQi^ expreilipn; aiMl 
Indeed the mod naked Venu^ would be ai 
much ie& ipiproper ornan^nt for a church, 
than this luxurious faint, melting in extzcj^ 
with a littl^ fmiUng chqrvib, or rather cupid^ 
fdiro&ing.a dart to her naked bofom. Thi» 
is called divine love, and it mud be allowed 
to be very attra^ive. In digging the foun- 
4ations of the portico of this church, the 
celebrated Hermaphrodite of the Villa Bor^ 
ghefe vr^s fouijdj which it was not. decorous 
for, the Friars to keep, bow miichibeverihcy: 
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might admire it. They gave it therefore to 
the Cardinal Scipio BorgheTe, who, in'th<! 
warmth of hi* holy gratitude, paid the ex-r 
pence of their portico. Another Cardinal, 
of the Comaro family, gavtr them this St. 
Therefa, probably by way of confolatioif ^ 
and it feems not an inadequate one. 

Here is an excellent pifture by DomeniT 
chino, of the Virgin giving the infant Jefiii^ 
to St. Francis, 

In a church called St. Andrea delle Fratte, 
are two angels by Bernini, in a very (ingu- 
lar tafte. Nothing can be more alFeded and 
awkward than their geftures, and the legs ah4 
feet, of one of them efpecially, are hideoufly 
k>ng and lank. 

How different is the ftatue of St. Sufanna 
by il Flamingo, at the Madonna di Loretto, 
near Trajan's Pillar ! I^ is more Grecian 
than moft modem fculptures, and the drapery 
admirable. 

St. Andrea della Valle is a very noble 
church. Its front remarkably fine, and the 
internal architedure good. Domenichino 
has painted the roof in a great ftyle. Here 
Itf^ fonie remarkable ch»pels« That of the 

Ginetti 
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Ginetti family on the right hand has dgli| 
columns of verdc antique, and the front of 
the altar is encruiled with a curious green 
jafp^^ palled emeralds in Magnani's book* 
The next chapel belongs to the Strozzi £ih> 
jnily, and was planned hj Michael Angela^ 
as may ealily be known by its twelve co» 
lumns of dark marble, detigned with: t|iat 
fublime artift's own peculiar mkjefty* Thi» 
chapel deferves all attention from thofe who 
admire his tafte. The Barberini chapd^and 
fome others, are very rich and very elegant*. 

The little church of St. Byomualdo, bew ' 
longing to the Camaldulenfes, is extremdj* 
celebrated for its altar-^piece by Andrea Sacchi, 
one of the beft pidlures in Rome. Of thi« 
Magnani giv^s fo full and juft an account, % 
cannot omit it. 

*^ The faiijt (St^Romu^ldo) is reprefented 
^* in a delicious vale of the Apennines, ex^ 
^^ plaining tp his reclufe companions hiii 
1^* reafons for quitting the world, and point* 
f* out to them the miraculous ladder which 
^^ he had feen in a dream, like that of Jacob. 
** The whole painting breathes peace, an4 
f ^ t\x^ c)xarm$ of iblitude* The compofition 



C i€o ) 

^ 18 fimple ; attention isr well marked rii th^ 
" countenances of the monrks liftening ttf 
^ the faint, whofe ovtrn head i^ eiiiirfently 
^ beautiful. The picture is full of' moff 
^ perfed harmony, and it Js* impofflMe'^ t6 
^ ayoid' admiring the union^ the tatfle of thcj 
•* drawing, and the manner in which the 
^ painter has managed the keeping in fix 
^ figures of Camaldulenfes in white tfraperjr^ 
^ where, not having the mean^ of pro* 
^ dticing an effeft by the affiilance of a via*- 
^ rietyof colour, he has fi^plied that de* 
"' fioiency,bybeautiftil degradations of Ciftwr* 
*• ofcuroy with the moft admirable and plea£- 
^' ing fuccefs. The back ground is left 
** happy." 

The Englifh are faid to be particularly 
fond of this picture, and it furely does ho-> 
flour to their tafte. Its efled is the greiater 
perhaps, becaufa one goes purpofely to fee 
it, and nothing elfe j nor is there any thing 
in the building to diftraft the attention^ or 
difturb that calm and penfive fatisfadion 
excited by the contemplation of this charm*- 
ing pidiure. There are, neverthelefs, two 
very good paintings in the fame church, the 
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painters o( which are unknown, and theuf 
fubjeds I forget ; but in one is an admixable 
figure of an angel 

The Chartreux are pofTefled of one of the 
mod majeflic churches in the world, made 
out of pait of the immenfe baths of Diocle-* 
tian, and difpofed in its prefent fotm by the 
great Michael Angelo ; for what leffer genius 
could hav^ attempted fuch a work? Its 
figure U a Grecian crofs ; from the floor to 
the vaulted roof meafures about loo feet, 
and the angles of the central part are orna- 
mented with antique granite columns, nearly 
half that height. A majeftic Amplicity dig- 
nifies the whole; nor are the decorations 
unworthy of the reft. The pavement is 
particularly handfome, abounding with the 
finei^ cipoUnOj which, though not commonly 
a very beautiful marble, on account of its 
unequal polifh, is here feen in great perfec- 
tion. The floor is crofled obliquely by a 
very fplendid meridian line. This church 
is provided with fpitting boxes by each of 
the l^neeling deiks, the firft we have met 
^th in Italy or France, for there every body 
thinks hiitifi8|C ^ liberty to fpit on any floor, 

Vou \U M facj:c4 
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iacred or profane, without ceremony or db* 
licacy. 

The entrance into this church is by a cir- 
cular veftibule, 60 feet wide, originally one 
of the caldaria. Tliis part is daorp, and 
the pittites it contains are fpoiled, but they 
faem never to have been' very good. On 
the right hand of the door is the maufolfeum 
of Carlo Maratti, ereded by himfelf fome 
time before his death, and omamentfed widi 
a fmall vafe of red porphyry. The epitsiph 
as follows : 

D. O. M. 

Carolus Maratti pidor» 

non procul a S. Lauretana domo 

Camerani natus^ 

Romse inilitutus^ et in capitolinis ^edibui^ 

Apoftolico adftante Senatu, 

Crementis XI. P. M. 

bonarum artium reftitutoris 

munificentia^ 

creatus Eques. 

Ut fuam in Virginem pictatcm, 

aib ipfo nat^li fold cum vita hattftam 

ac innumerid expreflam tabuHs, 

qu8B groriofam el cognomentum 

compararunty 
mortalis quoque farcinse depofito 
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confirmarety 

in hoc templo eid. angelor* regin^e factt 

monumentum fibi vivens pofuit 

AnnoD. M.D.CCIV. 



Over his buft is infcribed. 

Credo videre bona Dm in terra Tiventium* 

and on the flat ftone which covers the mouth 
of his vaulty ^ * 

Solum nuhi fupereft fepulchrunu 



Oppodte to this ftands the tomb of Sal^ 
vator Rofa, thus infcribed : 

D. O. M. 

Salvatorem Rofam NeapoHtanunif 

pi£torum fui temporis 

nulli fecundum, 

poetarttm omnium temporuxn; 

principibus parem9 

Auguftus filius 

hie moerens compofuit* 

^ Sexagenario minor obiit 

Anno Saluds MDCLXXQI 

idibus Martii* 

M 2 Th« 
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The chief curiofify iri this epitaph is, thd 
it ranks him on a footing witfi the heft poeta 
of any age, and yet fpeaks of his abilities 
in painting as only not inferior to thofe of 
any of his contemporaries* Surely the 
praife ought rather to have been reverfed, 
and ftill his poetry would have been over- 
rated. What are his fatires, however fevere 
and ludicrous, to many poems of the laft 
century ? Partial friends and contemporarfes 
are often very bad judges of a man's ta- 
lents. 

In the body of the church are fever^ ad- 
mired paintings. 

The fall of Simon Magtis by Battoni, does 
him great honour. The light and fhade is 
managed in a ftriking manner. Indeed I 
cannot but prefer this to Vanni's pi£lure of 
the fame fubjeft preferved here, which has 
been copied in mofaic for St. Peter's. 

Not far diftant is Subleyras's excellent 
and harmonious pidure of St. Bafil deliver-' 
ing a chalice to a deacon, after having faid 
mafs in the prefence of the Emperor Valens. 
Of this too there is an admirable mofaic at 
St* Peter's. The criticifm of De la Lande^ 

copied 
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iopied verbatim in the Manuel d'un Voya- 
geur, " La figure du rot qui efifur le devanteft 
Jinguliertment penfk "i^ indectfe fiir fi>n planl^ 
ihews thefe authors did not underftand the 
pidlure. This Arian prince is reprefented as 
being fo affedtqd at the fight of the holy 
myfteries, as to faint away. His eyes arc 
clofed, and he is kqpt from falling only by 
the affiftance of his attendants. * Whether^ 
therefore, we are to underftand the above ex- 
preiEon as meaning that, from a defeat of 
keeping, the figure does not well keep its 
place in tbe pidure, which is not true, or 
whether it means that it does not ftand well 
on its legs, which is true, and Is as it ought 
to be, the criticifm is equally falfe. 

The Aflumption, falfely called by Magnani 
Conception, of the Virgin, by Bianchi, is 
chiefly remarkable for the cloud on which 
the Virgin is feated being fo like a naked 
man^s thigh, both in form and colour, that 
we actually mifiook it for fuch, and looked 
among the confufion around for the reft of 
his body. 

To this church belongs a cloifter in the 
ikine grand ftyle, defigned entirely by Mi- 

M 3 ^chacl 



( 16^ ) 

chael Angelo, around which runs t vA 
colonnade of i oo granite pillars, without anj 
other ornament. In the centre of the area^ 
a fpacious fquare grafs-plat, ftands a fountain, 
and four immenfe cyprefles, whofe lofty 
fummits waving in the wind, while all h 
ftill and folitary below, are admirably calcu- 
lated to " exalt the mind to heavenly mufing," 
and give impreflions not to be defcribed* 

The church of the Twelve Apoftles, near 
which the late Pretender refided^ is of an 
elegant defign, and looks well, though die 
nave is only white-wafhed, and ftreaked 
with grey to imitate Carara marble, a cheap 
and eafy mode of decoration, A fmall tab- 
let on the right hand fignifies that the pra^ 
cordia of Clementina, late (pretended) queeu 
*of England, were buried there* On Sun- 
day the 15th of April, a more magnificent 
and more venerable monument was here for 
the firft time expofed to the public, that of 
the late Pope Clement XIV. Ganganelli. Its 
form is like moft of thofe in St. Peter s ; 
the bafe, a fegment of a circle, of blue and 
i^hite marble of Carara, and perforated in 
the middle by one of the church doors, thus 

made 
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fnade to reprefent the eutxauce of the tomb, 
as in the maiifoleum of Alexander VII, 
Over this door is a very fimple farcophagu* 
of die fame marble, with a ftatue of Hu* 
mility accompanied by a Lamb, on one fide^ 
and on the other Temperance j the latter 
bends over the farcophagus. Both thefe 
figures are admirable, in the true antique 
ftyle ; their drapery very delicate. They - 
are altogether different from the turgid inac- 
curate ftyle of Bernini. Above the farco- 
phagus rlfes a plinth of lomacbelloy fupporting 
a fitting figure of the Pope, extending his 
right hand horizontally, as in the aft of be- 
nedidion. This hand feems rather clumfy 
and awkward. The original is faid to have 
been^o, but fuch a defe£t ought not to have 
been perpetuated. Upon the whole, this « 
monument does great honour to the artift, 
a young Venetian named Cavona. He was 
reported to have been employed upon it four 
years, and .was to be paid iiooo crowns, 
about 3000 pounds ftcrling. The body of 
the Pope was depofited in a niche oppofite 
the monument of Innocent VIII. at St. Pe- 
ter's, till this tomb fhould be finiflied, and 
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was now cxpedted to be removed hither ia 
great pomp ; but that has not yet been done* 
His fucceflbr, much attached to the Jefuits^ 
is fup^ofed not to love his memory ; but his 
remembrance is not the lefs dear, on that ac« 
count, to all good men, and the populace 
hold him in high veneration. Prodigious 
crowds flocked to contemplate, and even to 
kifs, his tomb } which ftrongly renewed th© 
public regret, and revived all the circum^ 
ftances of his death. Nobody feems ta 
doubt his having been poifoned. 

' A large print of this m^ufoleum has beea 
publifhed, which ferves to. (hew its defign 9 
but gives no adequate idea of the execution. 

We had one evening the curiofity to at-r 
tend the funeral of a woman at this church. 
The body lay on a bier in the middle of the 
fiave, with four great tapers about it, and 
was drelTed in a black gown with a veil ; 
the face, hands, and feet naked. Four 
priefts feated near read the fervice, which 
being finifhed, and the priefts gone, the veil 
and fome other ornaments were taken away, 
and the body put into 4 ftron^ plain wooden 
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coffin or cheft. It was then let down mta 
one of the vaults. 

The obfequies of Cardinal Delci were ce- 
lebrated April I ith, at St. Marcello's, in the 
Corfo. The church was hung with black 
and gold ; yellow wax tapers being ranged 
round the bier, on which was placed the 
coffin, under a pall of cloth of gold. The 
mufic, by the performers from the Pope's 
chapel, was fimple, but .very fweet. The 
mob fcrambled for the plentiful droppings of 
wax from the tapers, which they would, 
doubtlefs, turn to account. In an excurfioa 
towards St. John Lateran, we came to feve^ 
ral churches, not wholly to be diftegarded* 

St, Stefano Rotondo is an ancient circular 
edifice, remarkable for its antique pillars, 
not all of the fame dimenfions ; nor could 
we determine them to be of Parian marble 
as reported; the greater part are granites. 
The walls are badly painted with the mar- 
tyrdops of the primitive Chriftians, too hor- 
rible to be defcribed. 

St. Maria alia Navicella, is faid to have 
been repaired after the defigns of Raphael. 
Jt is Imall, and not remarkable for any thing, 

except 
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except a pretty portico, not unlike the ftylc 
of the ruined palace by this great artift, 
already noticed, p. ly. Its denomination 
18 taken from an antique model of a boat ia 
marble, placed on the wafte fpot of grQun4 
adjoining, in which, I have been told, a cer- 
tain dramatic writer, dead not long fince, 
ufed often to fit and compofe his works, re- 
gardlels of the notice of paflengers, who, 
indeed, are not many in this defolate part of 
the town. 

Faffing St. John Lateran, we arrive at 
Santa Croce in Gerufalemme, of which Mag- 
jiani's book fays full as much as it defcrvqs ; 
and though it was built by Conftantine, and, 
moreover, enriched with wood of the true 
crofs, and holy earth from Jerufalem, by 
.St. Helen ; though it is one of the feven 
principal churches of Rome, vifited by thofe 
who feek indulgences, I fhall have fo much 
indulgence for my readers, as to fay no more 
about it. 

The moft common grafs which makes the 
turf in all this wafle ground, is Poa bulbofa, 

Santa Bibiana, not far diftant, poflefTes a 

famous ftatue of that laint, by Bernini; 

its 
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Its drapefy is almoft the beft I ever faw from 
his chifTel, and the head e^^Hreflive enougbt^ 
but rather too gay. Pietro da Cortona's ex- 
cellent frelco, where this faint is refufmg to 
wor&ip idols, is juftly admired. Thefiguie 
of the faint, and that of a woman endea^ 
vouring to perfuade her, form . a ftriking, 
and perh^s rather too fludied a contraft. 
This church is fmalL In it flands<anx)M 
pillar of red antique marble, nffo antico^ to 
which St Bibiana is faid to have been tied. 
Her relicks r€|>ofe in a moft precious iarco^ 
{>hagus of pale clouded oriencal .alabaflei:^ of 
a large flze, and veiy beautiful colour. 

St. Silveflcr, near Monte Cavallo, has^ in 
!the Bandini chapdl, four good fl:atues, e%i^ 
cially St. John the Evangelift, and Mary the 
iifler of Lazarus, by AlgardL Magaani 
miftakes in calling her Mary Magdalen, a« 
the infcription fays " flie had chofen the 
better part.'* St. John is very handfomc, 
but rather too feminine. The four fmall 
paintings in the cupola by Domenichino, are 
not confpicuoufly excellent. 

St. Paul the hermit, near the four foun- 
tains. 
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tains, is a neat little modem church, witli a 
profufion of indifFereht fculpture* 

We devoted a long morning to exploring 
the principal churches on the other (ide tlie 
Tiber, and in our way vifited St, Mark's, 

near the Venetian Ambaflador's palace, in 
which is St* Mark the Pope, painted by Pc- 
rugino, really a very good pifture, the beft 
I have feen of this old maften Alfo the 
'Adoration of the Magi, by Carlo Maratti, a 
poor thing unworthy of its author. Here 
are many indifferent monuments* 

St, Carlo ai Catenari, an elegant building, 
is highly interefting on account of its pic- 
tures. The beft are the four Cardinal Vir-» 
tues under the donie, by Domenichinoi 
at the high altar, which is enriched . with 
porphyry columns, the Proceffion of St. 
Charles Boromeo, in the plague of Milan, 
excellently painted by Pietro da Cortona : 

.but above all, the Death of St. Ann, by 
Andrea Sacchi, efteemed one of the moft 
capital piiftures in Rome, and remarkable, 
like his St. Romualdo, for great harmony gf 

' colouring. Its light and fliade are admirable, 

and 
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and die expreflion, though not Ttole&t, Id 
my opinion is ftrong enough, notwithftand^ 
ing Magnani fays the piece wants animar 
tion* I do not admii:e the head of the Vir- 
gin, who is prefenting the infant Jefus to 
St. Ann as fhe lies in bed. Jofeph follows 
the Virgin, and on the other fide of the bed 
is an old man fitting, probably the hufband 
of the dying faint, whofe name perhaps all 
readers may not know was Joachim; and he 
too was a faint, for in this family, as in China, 
nobility feems to afcend^ and that pretty copi- 
oufly. A kneeling figure in the fore-ground^ 
thrown into the fhade, has a good effed. 

St. Angiolo in Pefcheria^ or in the fifh-- 
market, has an ancient portico adjoining, 
whofe hiftory is not very well known. 
Though much battered, it appears to have 
been in a good tafte, and merits a better fitu«<» 
ation. There is nothing worth feeing in 
this church ; nor in that of 3t. Gregorio at 
the foot of the bridge. 

St. Bartolomeo's, built on the ruins of 
the temple of Efculapius in the ifland, has 
little to atone for the building it has fup- 
pUnted, except four fine pillars of red por- 

phyTf 
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pfiyry, fuppottmg a fmdl dome orer die 
high akar/and a very large farcopfaagas,^ or 
rather bath, of the fame ftone, which coxw 
tains the &intV body. 

Not far from hence is a Benedid:iiie Mo- 
naftery, admired for its rich church dedicated 
to St. Cecilia, who is faid to have dwelt on 
this fpot. Part of the bath remaios in 
which fhe is believed to have fuffitred mar« 
tyrdom, and the leaden pipes are ftiU pre* 
ferved. A white marble ftatue of the faint, 
by Mademo, pleafed me exceedingly. She 
is reprefented, as her body is faid to have 
been found in the tomb, lying on one fide, 
with the face turned downward, in a very 
pidurefque attitude, and the drapery is ex- 
cellent. The altar and tribune are immenfcly 
rich. Near the door we found the fepulchrc 
of a Cardinal Adam, an Englifhman, v^ho 

died in 1398} thofe good old tinges when 
Englifhmen were not all configncd to ever-« 
lafting perdition. His ftatue Kes in the 
ufual ftiff pofture. 

Near the Porta Portefc we came to St* 
Francefco a Ripa, where the rich chapel of 
the P&lavicini family contains two magnifi-. 
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cent, but not very elegant monuments. The 
moft remarkable thing here is the ftatue of 
St. Louifa Albertoni, by Bernini. We could 
not find the antique bas-relief, faid by Mag- 
nani to be on the tomb of Laura Mattel, 
nor the St. Francis, by Cav. Arpino. 

It being near noon, when many of the in- 
fcrior churches are (hut for an hour or two, 
we hurried away to St. Chryfogonus, an oW 
church remarkable for its antique gramte 
columns ; but more for two porphyry ones, 
by far the largefl I have feen of that valuable 
ftone. At the altar are four fine columns 
of akbaften It is in thefe more ancient 
churches that fuch prbdudions are to be 
found in the greateft plenty and variety. 
The tribune is rich in old mofaic, and the 
whole edifice worth feeing, though far infe- 
rior to another in the fame tafte not fiir dis- 
tant, St. Maria in Traftevcre. Here are 
various antique columns of granite. The 
pavement is the richeft and -moft elaborate 
\ old mofaic any where to be met with, efpe- 
\ cially about the altar,' difpofed in ftars, dia« 
I mond work, and other fuch figures, as ufual, 
. I Ia very, fmall pieces, and muft have coft in- 
I - finite 
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finite pains. A fpecimetl of this kind Ojf 
pavement, not of the fineft kind, may he 
feen at Weftminfter Abbey, within the rails 
of the communion table. I guefs the date 
of fuch works to be chiefly the 12th and 
1 3th centuries. The tribune of this church 
is very rich. In a chapel is an excellent 
Aflumption of the Virgin, by Domenichino, 
particularly remarkable for its perfpeGive. 
Among fome ancient infcriptions ranged in 
the portico, is an epitaph of one M, Cocceius, 
Aug. Iiib. who is faid to have lived forty- 
five years and eleven days with his wife, 
without any quarreh A memorable exam- 
ple! 

Retiuning by the Palazzo Farnefe, the 
church of St. Jerome, San Gitolamo, muft 
be vifited on account of the very famous 
pifture of that faint, by Domenichino, co- 
pied in mofaic at St. Peter's. The colour- 
ing of the original is better than that of the 
mofaic, otherwife the copy is fuflSciently 
corredl. The fubjeft is not pleafant. An 
old man, almofl in the agonies of death, and 
nearly naked, dragged to the foot of an altar 
to receive the commumon,, has nothing very 

jmtereft- 
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ItHiei^hf. of* agreeable^ notwlthftaodi&g^ aJi 
thfe trath aQd nature of the defiga and co« 
iourmgt liie littljt^dd^els above are ad^ 
miri^9 and very juiUy, except that the atii«> 
tude of one^ whofe batik, is towards tiie j^iec^^ 

tauior. It fmnewhat fptai7dmg,.and he is rathe^^ 
fiiUiag thai! fiying^ 

At Sl RoecO) liti^ the ihatt^oleitm oiT 
Augaifais, is an excellent pi^hire of that 
&int ksffing Chrift^s hand, hf GjacintOi 
Brandt^ coloured vefy imteh ifi Guistcino^ft 
ftyiew 

But one word mord^ Kburteowi reider^ 
iHddl havci done with the ROTun churches. 
St. Paolo fuorl delte Mura, or without thd 
>Bran!S| mitft tkot be left unnoticed It wa9 
builttbyCdOnftantiaethe Oreat^ and belongs 
to the Senediftines. Nothiilg can be more 
inagniiGcent than the fotty, or rather I bie^* 
Here thirty-eight, Cprinthiaa fluted columns 
In the navci taken lirom Adrian^s tomb* 
Bach is about thirty-fi;^ feet in height, mOfi 
b£ them of veined Parian marble^ Kke thofe 
at Sti Peter in Vincolis^ the reft of a white 
mact\At reticulated with dark p.urple veins, 
aot uu^pmmoni bm:pff^^eat beauty, called 

Vol. lit N J^avon^ 



Pavon^mzetto. Thefe columns are noi^ u 
M^gnani aflfert^, each of One fingle Uock, 
but of two. Their form is fine, then- capi- 
tals of White Parian marble. Parallel with 
them, oft each fide, is a row of lower co- 
lumns, mudi inferior in beauty, fo that the 
nave is divided into five fpaces.. There are 
iaid to be tweiity*eight columns of porphyry 
about this edifice befides, and many more of 
inferior value. The high altar has a gothic 
pyramidal paviKon. On each- fide the tri- 
bune is an oval ilab of green ferpentincy 
nearly three feet long^ fixed in the wall, by 
far (he largeft pieces of that fl:bne I have 
ever obferved ; yet they are not noticed in 
books. The (lone is common in old mofaic 
pavements, like that of Weftminfter Abbey, 
mixed with red porphyry, but in very fmall 
pieces. Its, origin is unknown. Some have 
thought it came fi-om Spain. With thefe 
great riches the church, ifter all, feems but 
a magnificent barn, on account of its totally 
irregular broken pavement, and rude wooden 
roof. Around the cornice are portraits of 
all the Popes,4ncluding his prefent Holinefs, 
who exaftry fills up the row, fo Aat no 

more 
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tbott can be placed without beginning a &Ji# 
line. This is one circumftance, among many 
others equal^^r /en(ible, -whic^ inakes the 
common people dread a revolution after th^ 
death of Pius VI. They believe, with great 



was nothing Ids than to deprecate his am^ 
bitious attempts for the pf efent^ and obtain, 
at leaft, a peaceable life and death for him-* 
felf. Such an unexampled jotirney they &sxsr 
cftfly ' •attributft to a inoft urgent ^occaiioA. 
How this may be, time will difcbvet. iThe 
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l:fl'e,^however, that the good people of Rome 
are isutijudicious ih their concltifio'ns, as iH 
thefVeafonsi, or father fupeYftitibfis, on which ^ 
they are built, - A much more imminent 
danger ' feemS impending from a quarter 
never thought 6f ;* and whatever may hap- 
pen, thofe ;^ery 'teaforis, however foolifh^ 
wohld certainly have no |mall fhare.in help- 
ing fp realize their apprehenfions* . 
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KJlSBUIl Ot THE VATICAH— WOWCSHO?. 
* OP MOSAICS— VATICAN IIBRARY— • 
MU8£0M AT THE CAPITOXc* 



T* 

f^ulpturea now exifting) b univeiiaUj ^lo^;<^ 
Cj^ to be tbe Mufeum Clementinum in the. 
Vatican, The late Ppm firft began it, hf 
auembling all the celebrated ftatues from 
time to time brought to this palace ; and. 
adding to them the mod choice antiquities^ 
he could procure; providing at the fame 
time a range of apartments worthy .to re* 
ceive the whole; and the polledion wjs^ 
called by his beloved nan^e^ The prefent. 
Pope having been employed: by him to fu* 
perintend this noble undertakings has ever 
lince purfued the intentions of his predecef^ 
for^ ^and has added new apartments, called 

pftet 
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after himi Mufepnl Pium. Tfcc wholetCM 
gather is generally denominated Mufeun$ 
Pio-Clementinum. Such fcuiptures as hi$ 
prefent Holinefs has added, afe tn&rked in 
bronze letters Mumfictntia Pit Sexti. It it 
iifual to laugh at the frequent repetition of 
this infcription upon trifling pieces, fcarcel;f 
worth notice ; but it conveys information as 
to the hiftory of the mufeum, and the mode 
of expreilion is not important. A laudable 
love of fame in fovereigns ought always td 
be reipe£ted and encouraged, to torred thei; 
tafte for flattery and falfe gloiy. 

We approach this treafury of the arts by 
the great Belvedere gallery, not much left 
than I ooo feet in length, and ftored with a 
great number of ancient infcriptions. The 
ilranger muft not omit to contemplate the 
beautiful view from a balcony adjoinin^^ 
which has given the denomination of Belve- 
dere to this part of the Vatican. Rome, 
and the country to the north, are no where 
ieen to fuch advantage. Every connoiflfeur 
of courfe enquires in the firft place foe the 
Apollo, the Laocoon, the Aiitinoui (as it is 
lialfed), and the Toffo, fo muclx aldmired and 

N 3 ftudied 
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ftudied hj Michael Angelo. They are ar- 
ranged in oiches, under an Ionic colonnade^ 
farrounding a* court, in. the centre of which 
glands a wide^byt fhaUow b^on, of a (ingle 
blo^k of red porphyry, fifteen feet in diame* 
ter, and of ^ good form| fupported hy a pe- 
4eftal, , 

J Of the fsr-famed and well-known Apolb 
all defcription is needlefs ;- nor can I add any 
Jthing to the praife which all perfon^ of 
judgment and tade have bellowed upon this 
Inimitable ,produ£tion. The impreffion it 
gives is no where more concifely defcribed^ 
than by Lad[y Miller's^ ;foliloq[uy, after her 
firft aftonifhment had fomewhat fubiid^d,-*- 
" It is but marble ths^t I f(?f? ^ Thofe who 
know this ftatue froip calls qnd copies, can 
Jcnow little more than its general delign, for 
thc^,reafQna I have att?mpte^ to explain ia 
Ipeaking of :the Venus pf Medicos, which I 
f onfefs myfelf to have moll fully experienced 
at fir|l beholding this fublin^e original. Con- 
Jcious of my. own inability tp furniCb any 
,?idequate conceptions v\pQn. the fubje(3:, \ beg 
leave to offer Winkelmari'a hy^^> ^^ P^ ^* 
iLande has well 4^ominfitgd it, in honoi^ 
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of this Apollo. It is a curioiity which has 
Got^ to my knowledge, appeared inEnglilhj 
and while it exemplifies the genius and en-> 
thufiafm of its author, will afford a conclu* 
five proof that the fludy of aAtiquities is not 
always a dry one. 

^ Of all the produdions of art which the 
** ravages of time have fpared us, the fta(t^e 
of Apollo is indifputably the moft fublime. 
The artift has conceived this performance 
from ideal being, and has made fo much 
*^ ufe of matter only as was neceffary to 
^^ execute and give a body to his thought. 
^ As far as the defcription of Apollo in 
•* Homer furpafles thofe defcriptions which 
*^ other poets have made after him, fo far 
does this figure exceed all other figures 
of the fame divinity. His flature is more 
^^ than human, and his attitude expreffes 
** majefty. An eternal fpring, like that of 
*• Elyfmm, diffufcs the beauty of youth over 
** the manly perfeftion of his frame, and 
*• gracefully difplays itfelt in the noble con- 
^ figuration of hi^ limbs. We muft endea- 
** vour to penetrate into the empire of in- 
^ porporeate beauty j feek to become creatprs 

N 4. '' of 
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<* of 4 celeftial Nature, in otdtof to elerat^ 
^ the fpul to (he cQiitemplation pf fuch 
^ fupernatural perf(sdipQ ; fpr tier^ |a nor 
^ thing mortal^ npthlfig fubjed tp the yr^nxh 
^* of bui^anity. Thip bo^y is neither warm-v 
^* ed by veins, npr agitated by nerves. A 
^ celeftial %irit, difiufed like a gentle ftream^ 
^ circulate, if X may fo exprefs myfelf, over 
^^ the contour of this £gure. He has pur^ 
^ fued Python, againft whom he has bent^ 
^^ for the firft time, his tremendous bow : in 
^ his rapid courfe he has ove^aken himj^ 
** and given thp mprtal ftrokc^ In the fulr 
^ nefs of fublime fati^fadion, his augufi 
^ afjpedt, penetrating into infinity, extendj; 
^ far beyond his prefcnt vidpry^ Difdain 
^ is imprefled on his lips ; the indignation 
^ he breathes inflates his noftrils, and mounts^ 
^ even to his brpw. But unalterable peace 
^ is feated on his forehead, i[nd his eye is 
^ all fw^etnefs, as if he were now furround- 
<* ed by the Mufes, eager to ofier hinx their 
^ carefling homage, Ampng all the repre-. 
^S fentations of Jupitpr that have reached 
^ us, there are none in which the father pf 
V godf feems fo yearly to q>proach that 
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^ dignhy^ in which he once manifefted him* 
^ iclf to the intelligence of the poet, as in 
^ tWs portrait of his foiu The individual 
>^ b^uties of all other deities are aflembled 
^^ in this figure, sfi in the divine Pandorat 
^ This brow is the brow of Jupiter, preg- 
♦* Uant with th^ goddefs of Wifdom, and its 
** movement announces its will,-^Thefe 
♦* eyes, in their fine-turned orbits, are the 
^ eyes pf Juno ; and this mouth is the fame 
^ that infpired the beautiful Branchus with 
^* voluptuoufnfi^. Like the pliant branches 
^ of 4 tender vine, his lovely hair waves 
^ around his divine head, as if lightly agi-» 
♦• tated by the breath of zephyr j his locks 
♦* feem perfumed with etherial eflence, and 
♦• negligently attached at the fummit by the 
♦* Graces themfelves, When I behoki thii 
** prodigy of art, I forget all the univerfe j 
^ I afiume a more dignified attitude, to bo 
^^ worthy to contemplate it. From admirai^ 
♦^ tion I pais into extacy. Penetrated with 
^^ refpedl, I feel my bofom heave and dilate 
^* itfelf, as in thofe filled with the fpirit of 
^ prophecy, I am tranfported to Delos^ 
« aiid tli^ fa^ycd ^ovea of Lycia, once ho^ 
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^ cd innocence and temperate defire; with- 
** out the indication of any paflion capable 
** of troubling the harmony of the whole, 
•• or the fweet peace of mind imprefled on 
** every feature. Shut up in this profound 
** calm, and refigned as it were to the en- 
^ joym^nt of felf-contemplatioh, the very 
" attitude of this noble figure indicates that 
^f (ilence of the foul, in which the fenfes* 
♦^ retired within themfelves, feem to have no 
** commerce with external objeds."— All 
this, which is perfedly juft and charaderiftic, 
would but ill apply to an Antinous. So far 
-from . it, that all the portraits of this celfr- 
brated young man are remarkable for a 
ftrength of ejf preffion, and an elevated cha- 
radier, inconfiftent indepd with his hiftory, 
if we e?:cept pnly his herqic death for thg 
fuppofed good of his mafter Adrian. Indeed 
this whole figure is fo like an acknowledged 
Meleager, herg^ter to be mentioned, that 
there is the utmoft probability of their being 
intended for tl^e fame perfon, whether regJi 
or imaginary is of no import^ncer PofTibly 
it might have been accompanied originally 
f>y a boar's head, and pther charaderiftics of 

Meleagerj 
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^ noured by the prefence of the god j for 
•* the beauty before me feems to acquire 
motion, like that produced of old by the 
chifel of Pygmalion^ How is it pofiible 
** to defcribe thee, thou inimitable mafter- 
** piece, unlefs I had the help of ancient 
♦* fcience itfelf to infpire me, and guide my 
^ pen i I lay at thy feet the iketch I have 
^ rudely attempted ; as thofc who cannot 
^ reach the brows of the divinity they 
*^ adore^ oflfer at its footftool the garlands 
^ with which they would fain have crowned 
^* its head.'* 

It is aftonifliing how long every body has: 
been miftaken about the ftatue called Anti- 
nous, which Winkelman has at length af- 
{erted to be a Meleager of the firft-rate fculp- 
ture of Greece. Its workmanftiip is not 
cxadly like that of the time <xf Adrian, and its 
excellence is of a different kind. Neither does 
^|lhe countenance or character of this ftatue 
refemble tHofe of the portraits of Antinous. 
*^ Its phyfiognomy,'* faya Winkelman, 
'^ prefents us with an image of youthful 
^* grace^ and of the beauty of th^ moft lovely 
^ period of life, aqcompanied with unafF^d- 
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^ cd innocence and temperate defire; with- 
^* out the indication of any paflion capable 
** of troubling the harmony of the whole, 
•• or the fweet peace of mind imprefled on 
** every feature. Shut up in this profound 
*• calm, and refigned as it were to the en- 
f^ joym^nt of felf-contemplatioh, the very 
" attitude of this noble figure indicates that 
V filence of the foul, in which the fenfes, 
♦• retired within themfelves, feem to have no 
*V commerce with external objeds/' — All 
this, which is perfedly juft and charaderiftic, 
would but ill apply to an Antinous. So far 
•from . it, that all the portraits of this celfr- 
brated young man are remarkable for a 
ftrength of ejf preffion, and an elevated cha- 
rader, inconfiftent indepd with his hiftory, 
if we e?:cept pnly his herqic death for thg 
fuppofed good of his mafter Adrian. Indeed 
this whole figure is fo like an acknowledged 
Jdeleager, hergiifter to be mentioned, that 
there is the utmoft probability of their being 
intended for the fame perfon, whether regi 
or imaginary is of no importances PofTibly 
|.t might have been accompanied originally 
f>y a boar's head, and pther charaderiftics of 
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Mdeager ; for it has evidentlf been mttcfi 
mutilated* Dn Ycmnge obferved that it^ 
imkle bones are rather prominent^ And the 
kgs not well formed* This Winkelmih has 
iit>ticed» I remember the prefcnt ingefiicus 
Profeflbr of Anatomy, at the Royal Acadeiny 
Sonierfet Place, was much crhicHed for 
Ipeiking of this ftatne in his firft introdufiory 
ledure, as a fpecimen of the fineft Gredaii 
iculpture* ** How," faid his critics, " ean 
^ the portrait erf* a perfon, who lived tmfier 
^ one of the latter Roman emperors, be of 
^ Grecian workmahfliip ?" — But we noiffr 
find how much mori the Profeflbr knew of 
the matter thaa they did, whether we fup^ 
pofe him to have been informed of Winkel- 
inan*s opinion, or merely of the revival of 
Ihe art by the Grecian fciilptors whom Adrian 
employed. 

The Laocoon is all that can be imagined 
as to perfection of forms, and expreffion of 
pain and diftrefs. Its compofition need not 
be deieribed ; the beauty of its execution 
eannot. Here is every thing moft capable 
of affeding a fpedaton Helplefi youth 

fufi^ring,; on the one handj fear'i dread, and 

anxiety. 
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si^iftince ; o» tji^ Giktt^ the exoemefl: iqia^ 
ibediftte'dgony^ and Utte^bgt^ the (hriek of 
^eath.- ^ To this diftreffing cbmlniiattioji » 

• * 

added) the angulih of a father unable tot 
Help his chHdrea or himfelf; and all this 
fiiffeting is m^ttft. Antiquaries are agreed' 

confequently one of the moft efteemed piece* 
6f (culpture even among the ancients* We 
therefore kiibw precifely to vhat degree of 
excellence this art had arrived^ whereas we 
afcv almoflF in the dark with refped to ancient 
painting.' ' ^ 

The Torftx, or trtink of an antique Hcr-^ 
cules, is well known to have been the con-- 
ftant ftudy and' admiration of Michael An- 
gelo, and is efteemed by Winkelman of moire 
pcrifea execution than even the Apollo it-» 
felf ; but it is a mere trunk, and chiefly* 
precious in the eye of a profound connoiffeun 

As to the reft of this aftonifliing colle&l^6h j 
I fhall not attempt an enumeration, muclt 
lefs a defcription of the whole; but IhaH 

■ 

only offer a* few detached remarks. 

Th€; Hercules, taken by fome for a.por- 

H trait 
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txaki3f€oihnx)dtis» appeal^' to ^^ difghft^ 
iogty mean, aQ4 unworthy to keep company 
i^ith the AppUt), though Winkelman fays.k 
is: one of the fined Greek ftatues, and tfaat» 
the head is particularly good, 

Meleager, in 'the Sala degli'Atnmali, is a 
beautiful ftatuc, of which copies andcaib 
arc frequent. . They may be kaown by the 
boar's head, and by a fan-like fluttering piece, 
of xirapery behiod, contrived as^ a fupport to 
the .figure. -. The countenance . is more aai*- 
mated than in. the other . !^e|eager, called. 
Anl;inou^ Tlris.ilatue was |^P|ight in 1 770, 
from the Piccini palace, for about 1:250 !• 
fterfing ; at fo, literal ^n. expence has this 
iPufeumibeen.furojOied ! V'^ 

.The famq rppm contains j a fingular col- 
le4^ion of a vafl< varijety of aniinals in marble^ 
tnany of them highly valuable for their exe* 
cution, or curious for their materials. Among 
Other things is a tree of white marble with 
twoc birds nefts* an each of which are five 
Uttle boys. A fmaJl.lion, ia a very curious 
-unique marble of a li'ght cinnamon colour ; 
its grain like roflb antico, a variety of which 
I fuipeA it to be j or perhaps it may have 

beeo 
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l>eeA cfeaBged by % At, or fomc otlier mtaft»i 
Ite pedeftai b a flab of light green hard ftone, 
like a -kind of porphyry, but ofdijfferent 
component parts, I never faw h any trhertr 
€lfe, but was -foVtuiiatc enough to get a Ipc- 
cimen from the perfod who po!i{hied- this 
piece. A ftag, in fine alabaflxo fiorito, is of 
great beauty. Here* is alio a latge edumn 
df a beautiful and (ingtiar brecciated por- 
phyry, partly dark greea, and partly deep 
idolet. The latter colour I never iaw ia 
this kind of ftone before, and caaoxst kel^ 
guefiing, thofe parts which are of that hue, 
may have been red porphyry, the othexs 
black ; an,d that the whole may have beeQ 
imited into a breccia by -a porphy litic paftc 
of a greenifii tint, wMch has flaincd the red 
of the colour we fee it 

In the adjoining apartment are many fine 
aad cekhcated flatues. The Narciflus has a 
very foolifli feoe, as perhaps it ought The 
virhole-length ftatue of Caligula is a good 
one, and probably Jta eveiy part an exad 
portrait. Certainly it has none of the ideal 
beauty fo much talked of by Winkelman. 

The Nile and the Tiber are two intereft- 
ing figures, eijpe«ially the former, on whofe 

Jbafc 
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We is fc^tfrnired tbei aatiHisl hiilory o£ tiift 
Hippopotamus ami Crocodile (tho Behemoth 
and LevifithdQ of fcnptme)^ thek combatSt 
aad the manner in which the ancient Hgyp« 
tians ufed to attack them in boats. All this 
is w^ celled in the garden of the Tnilleties 
At Paris. 

The Cleopsd^ did not eiccite our adoura^ 
tix» any more th«» Lady Miller's^ One 
becomes &ftidious among fuch produ&lons 
as I have already defcribed^ and itifedor 
merit lofea its charms. Nof can dieexpreC* 
fipn of this pretended Cleopatra be fuppo&d 
very excellent ot appofite^ as flie is nevt 
agreed to be a fleeping Venus^ her bracelet^ 
formed like a ihake, being all that ftamped 
her Cleopatnu Her drapery i& gocni^ but 
this is not precifely what one is moft indihed^ 
to admire in a fleqiing Venus. She has, 
however, been berhymed moflt c(^ouily in 
the chaia£ter of Cleopatra^ ^md fonneta ta 
her honour may be read here, by thoie.ivho 
have no tafte for looking at flatueai 

Oppofite to this Heaping lady is the moft 
noble and benignant Jupiter, by fome attti-* 
buted to Phidias } but that opinion is not 
ivell fupported* I tvQnd^ Pe. la X^ande 
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metitions this ftatue fo flightly. It Is^ae-* 
companied by two €olumns of the fineft 
verde antique marble I know any where* 
The two following infcriptionS) among many 
iimilaf ones, are on rude monumental ftones 
in this room s— * 

*ti. Caefa^ 

Gef manici Caefaris Fi 

hie crematus elU 

The other, 

Ti. Caeiar 

Cermanici Caefaris I*> 

hie fituU eft« 

£y the i^ri^ it feems the Romans ereded 
memorials on the fpots where their dead 
Vrere burned, as well as where their afhes 
were depofited. 

The Sala delle Mufe, a circular apartment, 
whofe dome is tolerably painted by Thomas 
Concha, contains beautiful flatues of all the 
nine Mufes. Here is alfo a female figure^ 
enveloped in drapery, much like the ftatue 
of Lady Walpole in Henry Vllth's Chapel, 
which her fon Horace brought from Italy ; 
1>ut not leaning forward, or in the a£t of 
walking, fo mudi as Lady Walpole's. 

Vol. IL O Adjolninj 
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Adjcdning is the Tribune, another round 
building, whofe fine mofaic pavement was 
brought from the temple of Tricoli ; except 
the black figures oo a white ground, found 
in fome other place, and of no great beauty. 
Here is a juftly admired ftatue of Juno, and 
a very fine buft of Ariadne. 

I ought to have mentioned fooner a fquare 
room, in which a fmall pavement of coloured 
mofaic, found at the Villa Adriana, is efteenu 
cd almoft fuperior to any thing of the kind 
which the ancients have left us. In the 
centre are fome malks of great expreffion, 
and the beautiful border is a feftoon of vine- 
leaves and ribbands. Here is a Bacchus of 
roffo antico, and two ^mous perforated 
chairs of the fame marble, which uied to be 
at St. John Lateran. Tiiis room, and feve- 
ral others, are adorned with columns cafed 
with the precious and beautiful yellow mar- 

' ble, gialk) antico. 

On each fide the door of the Mufeum 

• Piuiri ftands a large Egyptian figure of red 
granite, brought firotn the market-place of 
Tivoli, and mofk probably made in Adrian s 
time*, like many other -things ctf thekiiid 

hereafter 



h^reafte^ to be tnen^oned. But ^^hat muft 
flrike every one on his firft entrance, is the^ 
fbipendous farcophagns of red porphyrj^j 
about eight feet long, five broad, and five 
d[eep, as near as I can guefs, faid once to have 
contained the remains of St Helena, mother 
of Conflantine. Its fides are fculptured, 
itidely enough, with warriors on horfeback 
in alto relievo. Originally of one piece, and 
the largeft in the world, it has been broken, 
but is now completely reftored. This anti« 
quity was, till lately, kept in the cloifter of 
St. John Lateran. 

The double ftaircafe is very noble. Its 
columns are of the Carara marble, fo com* 
mon in hearths and chimney-pieces in £ag<« 
l^d, and the balufbrade of bronze. Above 
Aairs are feveral pillars of breccia corallina, 
a pretty red and white antique marble ; and 
many others in the gallery are of a m'oft 
beautiful marble, erroneoufly termed alabai^ 
ter, of which a vein has lately been dilco- 

.vered at Civita Vecchia. It refembles a rich 

» ■ , - 

j^per,. of, brown, red, and yellow fhades^ 
TIjce guide very obligingly procured me 
i^ecimens of, it The riches o£ this gallery 
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eonfift in Tafes, with fome ftatues. On the 
rights not £ir from the entrance, is an um 
on a pedeftal, of the moft exquifitely fine 
black granite I ever beheld. ' The ijpots arc 
very large, the white verytranfparent, and the 
black extremely dark. Some refradling par- 
ticles are interfperfed, fomewhat refembling 
Labradore fpar, but not colora-ed. It is an 
unique fpecimen. There is a tall vafe of a 
peculiarly fine green ferpentine, and another 
flat one of the common kind ; but remark- 
able for its'fize. Alfo a fquare cup, circular 
within, and fiuted, of an uncommonly ele- 
gant form, made of roflb antico. Several 
xnagnificent candelabra of white marble, of 
the moft exquifite form and workmanfliip. 
On the top of the ftairs are two large pillars 
of the dark green porphyry, very rare. 

Such are a few of the moft remarkable 
curiofities of the Mufeum Pium, but it is 
daily encrcafing, and promifes to be one of 
the fineft things in Rome. May no unto- 
ward accident ever check its progrefs, or 
drive the arts again from their favourite feat! 
Or fhould the more important interefts of 
humanity require fome awful convulfion, i£ 
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poflible, may fcience and tafte not be in^ 
volved in the ruin of bigotry and fuperfti- 
tion ! 

Both thefe Mufetims are every year open- 
ed to public view, without any expence, on 
Holy Thurfday and Good Friday, when they 
are much crowded, as well as the apart- 
ments of the Pope, even his ftudy, where I 
obferved a diary of the weather lying open, 
with obfervations made that morning. His 
rooms are furnifhed with fome good prints, 
but nothing otherwife remarkable. They 
are rather comfortable than fumptuous. 

The workfliop, where all the mofaics arc 
executed, is highly worthy of attention. 
The different tints in glafs, ufed for this 
work, amount to eleven thoufand, all ar- 
ranged in lockers, and numbered. The 
glafs is in large cakes, which are broken by 
the workmen, as occafion requires, into bits 
of greater or lefler dimenfions. The pafte 
ufed for fetting them, is made of powdered 
Tivoli marble, or rather ftala£kite, with lime 
and linfeed oil. For the ground, peperino, a 
volcanic ftone, ufed for building in the early 

times of the republic, is always preferred, 
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as being porous^ and therefore fit to abforb 
the oiL A large4)iaurc, like the altar-pieces 
of St. Peter's, is generally feven or ^ht 
years in hand. We law the workmen em- 
ployed in doing the dial plates for the new 
clocks in the front of St Peter's ; one of 
which is to mark the hour according to the 
Italian reckoning, beginning at duik; the 
other according to the ufual manner. Other 
perfons were engaged in a more delicate per- 
formance, the flight into Egypt after Carlo 
Maratti ; which promifed to be a very exad; 
copy, and was intended for the cathedral of 

< r 

Sienna, to which I think the original belongs, 
and is a celebrated piSure, When the mofaic 
is completed, and become hard, which hap- 
pens in the fpace of a month, it is polifhed 
. with fand and a hard ftone. 

An iron gate, about the middle of the 
great corridor of Belvedere, leads to the 
Vatican Library, which has long been 
reckoned the richeft in the world, in manu- 

• • ! • • • 

fcripts at leaft. The books are all locked up 

in clofe cafes. An infcription fignifies, that 

any perfon who fliould dare to purloin any, 

Hftands i/^/o faElo excommunicated. This e£. 

fedually 
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dually fecures the coUedion againft th^. 
depredatioas of faints; the lodes aud . bar): 
fcnre merely to prote£t it from heretics. The 
walls above the book-cafes are painted with 
hiftorical fubjedits, relating, more or lefs di-p. 
redily, to the progrefs of literature in the 
world, and the foundation and increafe of 
almoft all the libraries mentioned in hiftory^ 
whether facred or profane. Thefe pictures 
were done in the time of Sixtus V. and rc^ 
touched by order of Clement XI. They 
are fometlung in the manner of Vafari. 

The chief curiofities, which came under 
our infpe£tion, were; 

A Ruffian Almanack, minutely painted 
with %ure$ of all their faints, and vamifhf 
^d. 

The famous old Virgil^ of which a fac 
jlimile has b^^u printeid- 

A very ancient manufcript of Terence, 
}>efides the lefs ancient one commonly men<^ 
tioned ; which lafl is painted with the mafks, 
and even figures, of the ch^uraders i(i each 
play. How contemptible an idea of the 
Roman ftage does this give ! The genius 
f)f a Newton, or of him who fculpture^ 

Q^ thef 



' ( 20O ) 

the Apollo Belvedere^ is not^ as to refine* 
ment, farther removed from an inhabitant of 
New Holland or Terra del Fuego, than the 
ading of a Garrick, or a Siddons, is fuperior 
to a performance in thefe awkward unvary* 
ing mafks. In no other refpeCl:, perhaps^ 
have we fo decidedly the advantage of the 
ancients. 

Henry Vlllth's letters to Anne Boleyn^ 

cited as proofs of their, too great intimacy 
before marriage, if not of pofitive adultery, 
and therefore decifive as to the improper 
grounds on which he fued for a divorce from 
Queen Catharine. Nobody could ever doubt 
the juftice of the church on that memorable 
pccafion ; but the world, judging by the 
event, has condemned it for imprudence. 
So dangerous is the exercife of ufuiped 
power, even with a good intention ! 

The elegant manufcript of this prince's 
book on the facraments is alfo preferved here, 
and (hewn to all Englifhmen efpecially. He 
fent it as a prefent to Leo X. who, in the 
joy of his heart, gave to Henry and his fuc* 
ceffors the title of defenders of the faith ; a 

ftrikiag 



finking inftance of ipajpal infallibilltf and 
fore-knowledge ! . 

The mufeum of Chriftian antiquities con- 
tains mofaics, intaglios, cameos, rings, carv« 
ings in ivory, &c» found in the <:atacombs, 
axid other places ; their wprkmanfhip gencr 
rally bad. The mufeum of profane antiqui- 
ties is furnifhed . with much more elegant 
things } but they are not numerous. There 
is a fuperb head of Auguflus on an onyx 
about three inches and a half in diameter. 

We were ihewn, by exprefs delire, the 
'mnding-flieet of Albeftos* It is coarfely 
ipun, but as foft and pliant as filk. Our 
guide fet fire to one corner of it, and the 
very fame part burnt repeatedly, with great 
rapidity and brightnefs, without being at all 
injured. I have no conception what the 
flame could feed on. Its brightnefs feemed 
to indicate nitre. 

On a wall in one of the apartments, wc 
find a view of St. Peter's church, according 
to Michael Angelo's firft defign. It ftands 
quite infulated, in the middle of a fpacious* 
fquare, which would certainly have been 
preferable to the encumbered ftate of the 
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prefent building. The prcfent dom^, 1 tHnlc^ 
has the advantage of that in this pi£tifre| 
being more lofty, and the whole chtirch is 
larger; 

Th^ Mufeum Capifolinum rinks next 
after thjtt of the Vatican. ' It was begun by 
Innocent X. much increafed by Clement XII. 
and ftill farther enriched by Benedift XIV. 
and Clement XIIL The antique fcYiIpturev 
are exceedingly numerous and choice. 

We firft vifited the palace of the Confer* 
vatori, where are fome frefco paintings worr 
thy of notice, eipepially a battle between 
the Romans and Vgenti by the G?Yalier 
Arpino ; much in the ftyle of RaphaeFs 
battle of Conilantine and Maxentius in the 
Vatican, but inferior in grouping. The 
paintings of the next room, by Lauretti, al-? 
though in many refpeds admirable, are in^ 
ferior to the former. 

The famous bronze ftatue of the Shepher^ 
extrafting a thprn from his foot, i$ hot cc^ 
kbrated beyond its deferts ; but the no lefs 
famous Wolf, of the fame material, fuckling 
Romulus and Remus, is doubly interefting 
for the anecdote which belongs to it. Two 
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great chafnis in its hind legs aire fald to have 
been made by Ughtning on the fl^y Juliuif 
Caefar was killed ; this figure being then in 
the ancient CapitoL They have all the ap? ' 
pearance of having been fo produced. How 
awful is it to contemplate the traces of 4 
thunder-bplt that fell fo many ajges ago, and 
at fuch a moment ! 

A mod beautiful animated head of Me« 
(dufa, 9nd one in alto relievo of Mithridates,^ 
are ^ove all praife. 

On the ftsur-cafe is the Roflral column, 
^ulptured by Michael Angelo, in memory 
of that which was ereded in the forum, to 
commemorate the firft naval vidory of the 
Komans over the Carthaginians, 261 years 
before Chrift. Moft books fpeak of this ^ 
the original column itfelf ; but that was de- 
corated with the real prows of the enemies 
fhips, and what we now fee is but a model 
of it De la Lande fays this was made on 

« 

the difcoveiy of a fragment of the infcription 
belonging to the ancient column. 

Here are four large and capital bas-reliefs 
taken from a triumj[>hal arch of Marcus Au«i 
y-Uus. I ' 

Under 
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Under the portico of this building is * 
well-known ftatue of RomiaViftrix, between 
two captive kings. The latter are repre- 
fented with their hands ^ cut off, and their 
wrifts croffed and bound. Shame on their 
deteftable conquerors who could pradife and 
perpetuate fuch brutality ! 

The Mufeum of Pictures adjoining, was 
founded by Benedict XlV. for the ufe of 
ftudents of painting, and confifts of two 
very large rooms pretty well filled. — ^I prin- 
cipally admired. 

The finding of Romulus and Remus ; an 
excellent performance of Rubens, notwith- 
Handing its being a Flemi/h peafant, as De 
la Lande remarks, who is coming to find 
them. 

St, Helena contemplating the Crofs, by 

Paul Veronefe; very rich, and of good ex- 
preffion. 

The Perfian Sybil, by Guercino ; a moft 
lovely piditure, often copied, and never enough 
to be admired. 

A blefled Soul going to Paradife, by Guido ; 
truly angelic. 

A Holy Family, by Parmlggla^iino, like 

6 • that 



( 205 ) 

that in the tribune at Florence ; but I think 
not fo good, though vaftly fuperior to the 
copy at Capo di Monte, Naples*, 

St Sebaftian, by Guido j .very fublime and 
engaging. 

Fortune, by the fame artift, running round 
a globe, is a well-known picture of great 
beauty; though not pleafing to the eye, from 
that very appearance of inftability, which, 
however charaderiftic, is better defcribed in 
poetry than in painting. I have feen a copy 
or duplicate of this picture in London, at 
Sir Robert Strangers. 

Vanity, reprefented by a naked woman, 
not extremely beautiful, lying on a bed, with 
the enfigns of royalty and riches at her feet, 
and a tablet above infcribed Omnia vanitas. 
In this picture De la Lande moft truly ob- 
ferves, that Titian is as delicate in his colour- 
ing, as Raphael was in drawing. 

The above-mentioned are but a very fmall 
part, even of the good pidiures of this col- 
le<flion; which is a noble monument of the 
munificence of Benedid XIV. though lefs 
neceflary to ftudents at Rome than in other 
academies, as here are fo many precious col- 
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le^UoQft eafily acceflible to every body. 
Who can ever ceafe to regret thac we have 
no fuch colledlion at Somerfet Houfe, and 
that the Houghton pidures are gone to be 
buried in barbarous negle£fc in Rui&a, inilead 
of being made a national benefit, as well as 
ornament, at home ! I cannot in this place 
refrain from attempting a tranllation of the 
elegant compliment paid to this very Pope 
juft mentioned, by the prefent noble pofieA 
ibr of Houghton, long ago configned by 
the name of Horace Walpole, to much 
higher honour than titles can give, and who 
certainly would not have fold his pi^ures 
19 the Emprefs of Ruflia« 

To 

Profpcro Lambertini, 

Bifhop of Rome, 

fumamed Benedid XIV. 

^ho, although an abfolute fovereigrij 

reigned with as much equity 

as a Doge of Venice, 

He reftored the luftre of th,6 tiara 

^ lus wtues, the only means by which hp ol^lainfid Itj 

Beloved by Papiils, 
Efteemed by Proteftants; 
a humble and difinterefted prieft | 
a prtx^ ;witjh$ait £inrourj$e9 &^ 
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a pope without nepotlim | 

an author without vanity : 

in a wordy 

a man whom neither talents nor power could corrupts 

The fon of a favourite tninifter^ 

who never paid his court to any prince^ 

nor revered any ecclefiafticj 

offers, in a free proteftant country^ 

this deferved praife 

to the beft of Roman Ponti£k 

C^ppolke to the palace of the Confervatori^ 
we come to the Mufeuni of Antiquities; 
coofiftlng of Greek and RonuQ fculptures 
of all kinds, as well as infcriptions* 

In the court appears the famous figure q( 
Marforio, fo well known as the jocular cor- 
refpondent of Pafquin, It wa^ originiilly 
meant to reprefent a river god^ and is now 
much mutilated. 

Near the ftair-cafe is a fmall room fumifli* 
ed with Egyptian idols in great numbers, 
and of various forms, all brought from the 
Villa Adriana, chiefly of black marble, well 
iini£hed and in fine prefervation. They sfc 
undoubtedly the produSion of Adrian*s time, 
and were made for that Emperor, who cul- 
tivated the Egyptian idolatry, and paid di- 
vine 
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Vine honours, according to that worfhip^ to 
his minion Antinous, whole portrait appear* 
here in white marble, under the form of one 
of thefe figures. Well might the jprimitive 
Chriftians reproach Paganifm >^ith this abo- 
mination ! Their fucceflbrs might repeat 
the charge with more propriety, if thejT 
tbemfelves had not fo often deified odioud 
. cruelty and worthlefs celibacy. 

The various articles of this mufeum ant 
well enumerated by Magnani. 

Here is that very famous ftatue of Anti- 
nous, holding a wand in its hand, fo often 
copied and defcribed ; the head of which is 
inimitably beautiful and graceful. There is 
alfo, in an apartment called the Sala di £r-' 
cole, if I miflake not, another very beauti- 
ful naked ftatue of the fame youth. His 
portraits arc innumerable. Happy could -we 
exchange a few of them for certain like-- 
nefles of Homer, Cicero, or Virgil ! Of* 
the latter here is a fuppofed buft, but not 
well authenticated. Its charader is pleafing 
rather than great. The Abbe Richard fays 
it is modern. 

The 



(/ 209. ), 

r. • « • 

The moft interefting things bcfides arc, 
. Buds of Alexander and Ariadne. 
The dying Gladiator. 
A^ moft highly finifhed coloflal ftatue in 
fine armour, by fome taken for Pyrrhus. 

Two of Niobe*8 children, not mentioned 
by Magi^ani. . ^ 

The celebrated mofaic of doves fitting, in 
various attitudes, on the border of a golden 
vafe ; acknowledged to be the beft thing of 
tibie kind which we have received from the 
ancients. The delicacy of its woikraanflxip • 
is inimitable. 

. Here are numbers of fine vafes, farco- 

phagi, and bas-reliefs; among other tombs, 

that in which the famous Barberini or Port- 

Iknd vafe was found, fuppofed, without any 

^grounds, to have belonged to the' Emperor 

Alexander Severus and his mother. On the 

top of the farcophagus are recumbent figures 

^of a man and woman,, and on its fides bold 

altp-relievos, fuppofed to reprefent ibme 

parts of theGrecian hiftory as told by Homer; 

at leaft fuch is the opinion of the Abb6 

Venuti, who publifhed a quarto pamphlet 

on the fiibje£t Both he and Winkelmann 
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are decidedly of opinion that tliis maiifoIetiA 
never belonged to Alexander Sevenitf, a$ the 
figure on the top is much too old for him, 
being evidently that of a man about fifty, 
accompanied by his wife, younger than him- 
felf. A flight and very dubious' refeniblance 

of this female countenance to that of Julia 

" • « • • 

Mammea, mother of the above emperor, is 
all that bccafibned the tomb to be taken for 
hcr*8 and that of her fon* Winkelmanns 

• • 

hafty fuppofition, that the beautiful vafe 
found inclofed in this tomb, and now belong- 
ing to the Duke of Portland, reprefents the 
hiftory of Peleus and Thetis, merely becaufe 
of the female figure holding a ferpent, feems 
to me as ill founded as the other. Surely 
Mr. Wedgwood's conjedures, as he mddeftly 
calls them, are much more probable ; th2< 
this vafe, intended for the afhes of no parti- 
cular perfon, is fculptured with merely a 
general emblematic allufion to death and a 
future ftate, the ferpent being a well-known 
fytobol bi immortality. Its coft indeed muft 
have be'en'fo great, that the aihes by which 
it was occupied could be of no mean rank, 
though we are ftill totally in the dark about 
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their owfter ; €xcq)t I may venture to guefs, 
that the drefs of the' two figures on the 
tomb, their luxurious bed (ornamented with 
rcprefentations^ of hunting the flag and jvild 
boar), the ftyie of decoration, and the good 
execution of the fculpture, indicate the moft 
refined age of Rome, probably about, or 
not long after, the time of Auguftus* The 
boldncfs of the alto-relievos is an argument 
for their not being of much later date. But 
I find myfelf getting into the inextricable 
labyrinth of antiquarian conjedtiire, and 
fhall retreat in time. Enough has been {aid 
to ihew the uncertainty at leaft of the vulgar 
opinion refpefting the vafe in queftion', 
which all books copy implicitly from 
one another. How ftrange is it, that all 
this magnificence fliould have been entirely 
concealed from %ht, the vafe Ihut up in 
the tomb^ and the tomb inclofed in a dark 
£epulchral chajnber, idifcovered in the laft 
century, about three miles out of the gate 
of St. John Latftran ! We canuQt, however, 
tell with what external magnificence the 
jQppt ipigjit on^pfXiy have beea s^prfled. 
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CHAP. XXIX* 



PALAZZO BORGHESE, BARBERINI, GIUS*-^ 
TINIANI, COLONNA, DORIA, MONTB 
CAVALLO, AND CICCIAPORCI. — VILLA 
MEDICIS, NEGRONE, LUDOVISI, ALDO- 
BRANDINI^ GIULIA, BORGHESE, AL* 
BANI. 



JT O R pidures the Boi^hefe palace ftands 
unrivalled by any colleftion we have feen, 
except perhaps that of the Florentine gal- 
lery. Here are commonly reported to be 
1 700 N originals, arranged in twelve apart- 
ments on the ground floor; the only part of 
the palace fhewn to ftrangers, and not in- 
habited by the family. Of thefc 1700 
there are thirteen pidures by Raphael, and 
a great many more than I ever law together 
before by Leonardo da Vinci, Titian^ and 

Baflan. 

The 
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llie moft celebrated performaiice among 
the whole is Domenichino's large pidure of 
Diana and her nymphs ; a moft attradive 
affcmblage of feminine beauty, and in every 
refped worthy of this charming painter. 

A Venus, by Titian, like the admired 
one ii;i the tribune at Florence ; nor is it, I 
believe, quite certain which was painted 
firft. ^ 

St. Jofen, by Julio Romano j copied from 
that of Raphael in the fame tribune, 

Chrift carried to the fepulchre, by Raphael; 
one of the heft of his earlier works. 

The Marriage of St# Catharine, by Par- 
miggianino, 

A Holy Family, by Gaetano, of great 
merit. 

The^Difciples at Emaus, by Michael An- 
gelo da Carravaggio j of admirable and very 
juft expreffion. 

A beautiful Cupid and Pfyche, by Zuc- 
cheri ; the former lying afleep, and Pfyche 
viewing him by the light of her lamp« 

Cupid careffing Adonis, by Paul Veronefcj 
very pleafing. 

Celebrated portraits of Cardinal Borgia, 

P 3 and 
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and of Machiavely by Raphael ; with m^ny 
others, of which Magnani gives a tolerable 
account, except that the admirable portrait of 
a Schoolmaftcr, faid by him to be the work 
of Titian, we were told was byGiiido, 
which I think more probable. The fine 
table mentioned by Magnani as of Q/iental^ 
feems to be of Tufcan jafper. It is red, like 
the pannels of the Medicean chapel at Flo- 
rence. There muft be an error in De la 
Lande's valuation of the porphyry bath (fine 
as it is), at 200 thoufand French livres, near 
8,500 1. yet Magnani has copied the paflage 
from the firft edition of the above writer. 

The celebrated flabs of flexible marble 
are no longer fhewn to ftrangers, the fincft 
of them having been thrown down . and 
broken by fome awkward booby, whom Dc 
la Lande calls M. le Z). de C. as happened to 
the late Dr. Hunter's fine fpecimen of ndedle 
antimony. 

The Barberini palace is rich in pictures 
and ftatues, but not of the very firft ranL 
The whole colledion has been To much 
changed in its arrangement finci Magnani's 
book was publifhed, that wef ctfuld find no- 
thing 
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thing by it; fome things have beeii removed, 

' -- ... • , 

as the Narcifliis now at the Vatican. What 
we chiefly noted are as follows, in the order 
in which we fawthem. < ' " 

In the firft room above-ftairs, Jofeph and 
Potiphar's wife, by Carlo Qgniano; the 
original of that in the Fk)rentine gallery. 

Second room, the Death of Germanicus* 
by Pouflin ; a well-known pidure, of ad- 
mirable compofition; and ten pieces by 
BafTan, of whofe works one felddm remem- 
bers the fubjedts. 

Third, Guido's fine Magdalen, which has 
been engraved, a whole length. The fame, 
faid to be the original, is in a room below. 
Four Evangelifts, by Guercinoj and St. 
Jerome, by Spagnoletto. 

Fourth, RaphaeFs miftrefs, by himfelf ; 
and a copy by Julio Romafao, much inferior 
to the original — Modefty and Vanity, by 
Leonardo da Vinci ; a very excellent pic- 
ture, of which a good print has lately been 
publifhcd; ' ' • 

In a room on the middle or principal 

' floor, '.is an indccent.pi(ftuFe of Lot' and his 

daughters, as large as I!fe, by Andrea Sacchi, 

^ P 4 well 
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I 

I 

well painted; but this is a fubjeft too de-n 
teflab}e to be reprefented, and this pidure 
is the moft odious of all I have feen of the 
fubj6€t Tht father is lying on his back 
quite naked, and his daughters are looking 
at.him. — ^The fame apartment contains many 
good heads by Titian. 

Next are two chambers hung with fine 
Gobelin tapeftry of the hiftory of Pope 
Urban VIII. Barberini, after the defigns of 
Pietro da Cortona; fome of the origiqal 
cartoons of which are likewife (hewn. 

In another room are four Apqftles, by- 
Andrea Sacchi ; and four others by Carlo 
Maratti, in a great ftyle. The deling is by 
the former. 

In the next, a fine Michael the arch- 
angel, by the Cavalier Arpino ; and many- 
other pictures. 

In another, a fingukr pidure by Cafti-^ 
glione, in the manner of Rembrandt, re- 
prefenting Abraham with his family; the 
colouring very odd.— A good St. Sebaftian, 
by Lanfranc ; and many cartoons by Roma- 
nelli, i>0t void -of merit. 

The ceiling of the great hall, by Pietro, 

da 
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da Cortona, the moft magnificent frefeo i|t 
the world, is truly worthy of admiratii>n ; 
its colouring excellent ; but it is too much 
trouble to look at fuch a ceiling as it de^ 
ferves ; and to unriddle its allegories would 
be nearly, perhaps, as tirefome as unprofit, 
able. 

By a door on the fide of this hall, oppo« 
fite to that by which we entered, we came , 
to another fet of apartments, and had a 
diiFerent condudor. Here are numerous 
antique llatues and bulls, mentioned by 
Magnani, and fome good pitflures ; as copies 
of Raphael's Transfiguration, and Battle of 
Conilantine j the firft very highly elleemed. 
Raphaers portrait by himfelf, dated 15 18. 
{Some beautiful heads of Angels, by Parmig- 
gianino. Efther before Ahafuerus, by Gucr- 
cino ; engraved, I think, by Strange. Abra- 
Jiam and Ifaac, by M. A, da Carravaggip j 
difagreeable in charader, as Abraham, h 
|iandling his fon very roughly, and feems 
forry the angel is come to interrupt him. 
The Gamefters, by the fame artift, is very 
excellent, perhaps the beft piiflure in the 
|ipiife. It has ofteji been copied, and there 

is 
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is an admirable copy of it at Wentwofth 
Caftic in Yoikfliire, Lord Strafford^s. 

The large Sleeping Faun is a fine ftatne, 
cfteemed of the firft-rate -execution ; perhaps 
juftly ; but there is no room for charad:er or 
cxpreflion. Near it is a good modern Adonis^ 
by Giufeppe Mazzola, Here are two ad-.. 
mirablc antique frefco paintings, brought 
fi\>m the gardens of Salluft; one of which, 
a Venus, has been retouched by Carlo Ma-i 
ratti. There are alfo many good bufts by 
Bernini ; one of them, a lady in a laced 
ruff, is perfectly aftoniftiing for the labour 
and delicacy of the workmanfliip. In one 
of the halls is a vaft brazier of mafly filver, 
and in another room a large filver table. 

The Palazzo Giuftiniani is one of the 
darkeft, dirtieft houfes in Rome^ and the 
rooms on the ground floor, {hewn to ftran- 
gers, are uninhabited and unfurnifhed. The 
family occupies thol^ above. We noticed 
the following pidures ; 

Chrift before Pilate, by candle-light; finely 
cxprefled. The painter is Honthorft of 
Utrecht, called by the Italians, Gherardo 
dcll|2 nctri. from hia excellence in painting 

caridle- 
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€^uldl^•light8• This : is eftcemed the beft 
picture of the colledion j but for expreflion 
I ihould prefer the Maflacre of the Innocents, 
by Pouffin, Nothing can be more affefting 
than this pidure, though of the utmoft fim- 
plicity of compofition, confiding of but three 
or four figures. Almoft as pathetic as Michael 
Angelo's Virgin at Genoa, it is one cf 
thofe very few pidiures which have the fulj 
and exadl effeft their fubjed requires. It 
is a jewel of ineftimable value. 

The Miracle of the widow's fon, and that 
of the Man born blind, both by Parmiggia- 
no, are ftriking performances. . 

A Landfcape, by Salvator Rofa, pleafed 

me very much at firft j but on examining it 

more carefully another day, I was difap* 

pointed. • ^ 

A Magdalen with angels round her, faid 

to be of the fchool of Raphael. Hie faces 

are very beautiful. 

The Marriage at Cana, by Paul Veronefe, ' 

is a fuperb pidlure, which attracts every 

body's notice. T^e bi:ide is Jiandfome, and 

xnoft richly apparelled. 

Here is one of the -fineft vafes extant, 
, . perhaps 
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perhaps cvcfl preferable to thJit at Rorence* 
It is ieulptured with a bacchanalian fubjedt ; 
the figures of confummate elegance^ but 
rather too naked* This precious antiquity 
was, till very lately, kept at the villa belong- 
ing to this family, near St. John Lateran.. 

The antique fculptures in this palace are 
immenfely numerous, and were chiefly found 
on the fpot, among the ruins of Nero'3 baths. 
Who can tell what treafures may ftill be 
I^t^nt in the Roman foil ! Are they deftined 
to be brought to light while the prefent city 
cxifts ? oc fhall this city firft become its own 
fepulchre, and other ages, far remote from 
ours^ fcrutini^e its ruins, and lament ov^ 
its fragments, as we do over thofe of its 
proud prcdeeeflbr ? I would rather indulge 
the plcafing hope, that fcience and humanity 
may prevent the repetition of fuch devafta- 
tion as it has already known. 

As the Palazzo Giuftiniani contains hear 
600 l^atues, befides innumerable bufts, bas- 
reliefs, ?khd other fculptures ; it is impofliblQ 
to enumerate, cr even to dered, all that may 
be worthy of notice. They are kept In a 
very dirt^ ^^onditign^ under pretence 'that 



r 
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Valhiog m^ht damage them ; but thdr £^ 
coloured ftate is a great impedimoit to their 
jttft «ffea. 

. Among them is a famous Minerva ; a 
fine bull of a young Faun ; a bu^ in greea 
ferpentiiie^ remarkable for. being the only 
one known of that ftone ; an cxpreflive fta- . 
tue of Maixrellus the conful j and a very 
extraordinary compofition of feveral little 
naked boys lying afleep together in a kin4 
of diflu This fculpture is excellent, aiid 
copies of it may be feen in other parts of 
Italy. 

On the ftalr-cafe, and in . the court, arc 
many things highly worthy of notice, ex- 
pofed to the air and to the public j of which 
the moft curioiii are Jupiter nurfed by the 
^oat, and the fame deity drinking out of the 
horn of Amalthea ; both of very ancient 
Grecian workmanfliip, 

7 

The Colonna palace is a vaft treafury oF 
the arts, enriched from time to time by vari^ 
ous individuals of this illuftrious family ; 
among others by the warlike and learned 
' Cardinal Pompey Colonna, whole natural 
fon was the father of F«bius Columna^ or 

Colonna, 



Col6nna, well known among botani^fo^ 
his ateuratefigufejr-of plants/ . 

The apartments on the left are hung mtfct 
noble Gobelin tapeftiy of Ale5cander's bat- 
tles, after Le Brun. Other roomS are fur-^ 
nijQbed with a vaft number of landfcapes^- 
amounting to above lixty ; fome of which^ 
by Salvator Rofa, are very excellent indeed. 
There are pthers by Nicholas and Gaidar 
Pouffin ; the former in his cold clear flyle of 
colouring ; and a great many performances 
of Lucatelli, a very decent painter, Who imi- 
tated Salvator Rofa ; and of ^Orizonte, an 
imitator of Gafpar Pouffin. Alfo two verjr- 
good pidures by Subleyras, orie^ reprefent- 
ing fome fick people in an hofpital, and a 
charity fubjeft its companiotf. 

In a bed^room, is a mofl exquifite Magda- 

ien, by Guldo Rheni j which I imagitie muft 

be what Magnani means when lie fpeaks, 

J). 80, of the head of St. Margaret, by 

Guido. There is indeed in another part of 

« 

^he houfe fucb a picture as the latter ; bUt 
by.Aa means comparable to the Magdalen^ 
which makes me^ fufpedt my author con* 
founded them'. Yet Dd'Ia Lande Copies 



jbim, oaf f adding, th^rthis St: MirgaVcC k a 
beautiful ' ikietch ; which' criticifm Lad/ Mil-" 
ler hks traiircribed* Whatever merit thk^ 
mzy have,' I am fure the other ought not^ 
to have heed unnoticed. 

The Colonna hellica is a* little flcnder pillar 
of antique red marble, about five feet high,' 
exclufive of its pedeftal, io that hohody 
could well ftahd upon it.'. There muft, there- 
fore, be an error iii fiippofing this the real 
column froin ^hich a dart ufed to be thrown' 
to declare war, arid which flood before th^ 
tenipie of Bellona. What we now fee is 
probably^ an ancient diminiflied copy ok 
model of the original. The figures on its 
ihaft are worthy of notice. 

On the other fide of the hall we faw, be- 
(ides the things mentioned by Magnani and 
De la Lande, an exquifite buft of Adtiirf, 
fburid a few niiles firdm' Rome, about fixteeii 
years ago. A good Prodigal Son, or rather 
a Peafant^ for it has aothing to charaderize 
it particiikrly, bySatvator Rofa. The Death 
of Regulus, by the faine painter, is >a large 
and well cbm^oted piSUre, the figures fmall. 

The Afftrinptidn (of the VSx^nx) %j Ru- 
bens, 
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t)ens, is not one of his beft works. The 
David is by Guido Guxiacci, not Guido 
Rheni. The Ganimede of Titian is fquare> 
not oftagon. The St. John of Salvator Rofa 
wants grace and fublimity ; and is a meer 
good naked clown. The antique flatue of 
Flora has a very ideotic countenance. The 
Apotheofis of Homer we could not fee j it 
was laid to be locked up. 

The gallery of this palace is defervedly 
celebrated as one of the moil magnificent 
rooms in Italy. That at Wentworth Caftle, 
Lord Strafford's, is no mean imitation of it. 
The portion feparated at each end by co- 
lumns makes an agreeable break, in what 
would otherwife be too long. Thefe columns 
arc folid blocks of the precious yellow mar- 
ble of the ancients. On the ceiling is paint** 
cd the glorious battle of Lepanto againft 
the Turks in 157 1, when Mark Anthony 
Colonna commanded the Pope's galleys, and 
after which he was honoured with a trium^ 
phal entry into Rome, and received by Pope 
Pius V. with his cardinals in ftate. 

Palazzo Doria, fituated. lii the Corfo, con- 
tains one of the moft numerous and valu- 

able 
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able aflemblages of pi£tures in Rome^ The 
firft rooms are ornamented with many land-- 
fcapes in diilemper^ by Gafpar Fouflin, and 
ibme others, all which have been lately 
bought. In one of thefe rooms is a fiivet 
table, chaftid with fome parts of the hiflory 
of Andrew and John Doria, in which the 
front of St. Matthew*s church at Genoa, 
their ,burial-place, is very diftinguiflhable. 

Magnani mentions but a i:nall part of the 
iremarkable {Paintings in this fuperb palace^ 
Among others we noticed, in the great gal- 
lery built in a quadrangular form round a 
court, a piaure, bad indeed, of Abraham 
and Ifaac, by Titian. Mifers, by Albert 
Durer, with very grotefque faces. A little 
piifture by the fame old matter, though 
ieemingly marked with other initials, of a 
Warrior kneelmg before a buck with a croft 
fcetween its horns. The print, engraved 
iikewife by him, is not uncomnion. I pre- 
sume it reprefents the fkarf of St. EuftatiuSi 
Heads of a Satyr and yoimg man with paiC* 
toral r^eds ; probably what Magiiani means 
by Pah teaching Apollo to play on the flute, 
and which he feys is by Anaibal Carracci. 

Vol. II- CL We 
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Wc were told it was by Ludovico Caitaccu 
f am at a lofs which to believe. The ex- 
preflion is inimitable. The four elements, 
with the creation, and terreftrial paradife ; fix 
wonderfully high-finifhed and elaborate pic- 
tures by Breughel. A brilliant portrait of 
Innocent X. by Diego Velafquez, defervcdiy 
called the Spanilh Titian. Some very ftiff 
uncouth pidures by M. A. Buonarotta, 
which muft have been among his earliefl: 
attempts. St. Rocco and an angel by Bar- 
tolomeo Schidone ; a large piiSure, the ex* 
predion very good j but the faint, who is 
undergoing fome torture, feems not to have 
fo great a ihare of refignation as faints are 
ufually drawn with. In the fame room are 
fome beautiful little tables of alabqfiro JiaritOy 
fo called from its red veins on a white ground, 
fomewhat refembling a flowery kind of em- 
broiderv. 

In other apartments are feveral good land-^ 
fcapes by Orizonte, in which, being views 
imitated from the country about Rome, in 
the ftyle of G. Pouffin, he has very vsrell 
reprefented the ftone pine, Finns Pinea^ ex- 
cept that the foliage, when minutely exa- 
mined. 
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mined, %M not quite its proper efie^ Here 
-are feme good landfcapes by Both, an excel- 
Jcnt pupil of Claude, A portrait of ]^u- 
^ens's confeflbfy by Rubens ; admirable and 
very frefli. This friar was too good-n%^ 
tured a man to infift on his penitent's re- 
ilraining his pencil to holy fubje£ts, and 
therefore deferves the honour of being per- 
petuated in its immortal touches* Some 
good markets by M. A. da Carravaggio ; 
but who can value fuch fubjeds ? Two exr- 
cellent portraits faid to be by Holbein ; one 
of himfelf, aged ibrty; the crther of his 
wife, aged thirty-fix; thek date is 1575* 
But as that painter died in 1554, they muft 
fee the work of fome other perfon. They 
are much above the u^al merit of Holbein. 
Cain and Abel as larg^ as life, by Salvatpr 
Kofa, extremely cdebrated, and perhaps 
jufldy ; but my attention wa« more engaged 
by a pliSiure underneath of Chrift carrying 
iuft Crofs, and St. Veronica prefenting him 
^th her handkerchief, bj Andrea Mantegna. 
The cxprcflion is fo juft and fo touching, that 
it caio^not Ite contemplated without extreme 
-emotioBu 1 hxve rarely in^t with io afied;- 

C2L2 "^s 
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Ing a pi^ure. There are, befides tte piitf« 
cipal perfonages, two other heads^ whidi are 
alfo vtry good, and ferve as a contraft to the 
former, being guards, or at leafl fpedators, 
much lefs interefted than the faint» Thele 
four heads make the whole compofitioti. 
The finifliing is very high. The rednefs of 
the eyes perhaps rather over done. Tlie 
tears admirable. The Turk on horfebaci^ 
mentioned in Magnani, is by Benedetto 
Caftiglione. A Deluge, by Luca Giordano, 
is a very good performance. In the fame^ 
or an adjoining room, hangs a Holy Family 
by M. A. da Carravag^o, well done, al- 
though lefs ftrong than his general manner ; 
but the defign is very odd. The Virgia 
and Child are afleep in a wood. ^ An angel^ 
whofe back prefents itfelf to the fpediator, is 
fiddling J and Jofeph, with his ufual civility, 
is holding a, mufic book* to him. The ad- 
mirable Virgin and dead Chrift of Annihal 
Girracpi^ is now removed fi-om the chapel 
into one of thefe rooms. The Bacchanals 
of Titian are gone ; .we could not learn 
whither. The Madonna with uplifted hands 
adoring iier fleeping infant, an inimltabie 
I ,^ and 
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and £ar-famed work of Guido^ coft 8000 
fequins, about 3800 1, fterling. It has often 
been copied, if not repeated by the mafter 
himfeif. 

I have been the more full upon the pic- 
tures in this palace, becaufe Magnani and 
Pe la Iiande are fo very fhort. Moil of the 
above are not mentioned by either. 

The Papal palace of Monte Cavallo is 
fcarcely worth vifiting, expept fdr a few 
pictures, and thofe indeed very capital ones. 
Here is the famous St* Petronilla of Guep- 
cino, copied in mofaic, with fuperior per^ 
feftion to moft others, at St. Peter's. The 
priginal is much damaged j the Ihades tery 
black. The defign of this pidure has no- 
jl^ng in Itfelf to intereft the feelings muclx, 
^d yet its effefk is fuch as powerfully to fix 
the attention. The body pf a young woman, 
^t, Pgtronilla, is about to be taken out of a 
f omb, pTOwned with flowers, and frefli as if 
|)Ut lately dpad. A youijg mjin, herhuiband, 
is among ot|if r] fpedlators. He feems not 
eiK>ugh agitated : but his action of turning 
yound to addrefs a perfon near him, is the 
|i^oftjuft poffible. Above appears a blac|c 

0^3 looking 
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looking Chrfft in a glory, the worft part of the 
picture; otherwifc, the grouping, drawing, 
\ kSion, and colouring of the whole are ex- 

cellent, and have caufed this to be reckoned 
one of the four beft piQures in Rome, 

St, Gregory the Great ftiewing a bleeding 
hoftie to an unbeliever, is a moft excellent 
performance of Andrea Sacchi. The mar- 
ly rtlom of St. Proceiflus and St. Martinianus, 
1 Yivo foldiers, faid Jto have been converted by 

"i St. Peter while in prifon, WeJrpainted by 

Valentin, a French painter j and the death 
tiff St. Erafmus by Pouffin. All thefe exift 
Iti mofaic, by Griftofori, at St. Peter's. The 
Vifgm and child, much lai'ger than life, 
painted by Carlo Maratti, has great merit ; 
and its copy in mofaic may be feen near the 
clock in the great court. The Virgin hold*- 
ihg a cloth near th^ fleeping Jefus, by Guide, 
1 cannot pretend to admire. The drawing 
of the child is good, but its colouring very 
bad, and the cloth conveys an indelicate idea. 
'But of all foolifh compofitions, nothing 
furely can exceed a large pidlure in this 
palace, by the fame capital painter ; in which 
the Virgin is fittirig at work, with a pared 

of 
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of angels admiring her fewing, with all 4he 
grimace of boarding-fchool mifles flattering 
iind fawning upon their govemefs. Their 
attitudes are jufl fuch as might be expeded 
in the humble companions of Mary Qjjeen 
of Scots, or of any other princefs famous 
for needle-^work, whenever flxe ihould deign 
really to handle the needle, which they were 
generally doomed to exercife for her reputa-» 
tion. 

The chapel is large and noble, on the plan 
of the CappcUa.Siftina at the Vatican. There 
are fome other good pid:ures about the 
palace, befides thofe above mentioned* In 
the garden is a cafTeaus (cofiee houfe), as it 
calls itfelf, fuppofed to be in the Engliih 
tafte ; at which our country has no reafon 
to be offended. 

In an obfure place near the bridge of St, 
Angelo, may be found the Palazzo Ciccia- 
pprci, which Magnani fays was defigned Ijy 
Julio Romano, and that it is one of the 
mx>ft fingular pieces of architecture in Rome, 
The building is only half finifhed, but I 
perc^ved pothing very extraprdinary about 
it. 

0^4 The 
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The Villa Medicis (lands within the walls, 
juft behind the Piazza di Spagna* Its garden 
is quite public, and being in a very elevated 
fituation, commands a pleafant country pro- 
fpeGt. Its terrace affords, perhaps, the beft 
view of St, Peter's and the Vatican, as w^ell 
as of the Caftle of St. Angelo. In the iron 
cafing of the door of thi^ villa may ftill be 
feen a flight depreflion, made by a cannon 
ball, which Queen Chriftipa one day caufed 
to be fired from the caftle, by way of a 
fportive falutation to the family. It was 
charafteriftic of her genius. The infcriptiou 
on the artillery of this princefs, recorded in 
the Menaeiana, " Habet fua fulmina Juno^^ 
(Juno has h^i; thunder-bolts), deferves to 
be remembered ^ and one would remembei? 
her whole hiftory and charadX^r with con<« 
fiderabie pleafure, if it were poflible to for-* 

• . ' * * ' 

get the fpiteful and deteftable murder of' 

Monaldefchi, that indelible blot on her name ! 

■ ■ - • * 

Villa Medicis is covered externally with 
antique fculptures, enough to form a mufeunx 
oiF themfelves. Its apartments have been 
ftripped of almoft every thing of va|pe> to 
enrich the Florentine gallery, as have likc^. 

Wif9 
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wife its gardens* There ftill remained two 
very noble granite ciftems, taken fromTitus's 
baths. A bronze ftatue of Mars^ by Gio« 
^anni di Bologna, ftruck me extremely, with 
all due fubmiilion to Mon£De la Lande, who 
is pfeafed to fay this figure is ** tres lourd^ 
courts ^ de mauvaifc attitude^ It hks how-» 
ever been thought worthy to be tranfported 
lately to Florence, while antique ftatues in^p 
numerable are left behind in the garden* 
This Mars is ftepping forward, fomething 
in the attitude of the Apollo Belvedere, 
Perhaps its gefture may be a little exagger- 
ated ; but it is a firft-rate ftatue neverthe- 
)ef& 

The gardens are a conmion refort of per- 
fons who live about the Piazza di Spagna, 
jpfpecially foreigners. Their walks of box, 
laurus-tinus, and bay, arp ftraight and formal, 
but their verdure, now rude and uncon- 
ilrained by Ihears or fcythes, makes them 
refrefliing in warm weather, and pleafant in 
Ti?vinter# 

The gardens of Villa Negrone, likewife 
Ij^rithin the walls, are ornamented with rows 
of the Qneft cypreflcs any where to be feen. 
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planted aboijt the yejir 1580, by Sixtus V, 
while ^ardin^I, They are now in the fi^II 
vigour pf their growth j by np me^ns m-p 
clining to degay^ 

Villa Ludovifi, juft within the Porta Pin« 
ciana, is as retired, and its beautiful and na^-r 
nificent gardens as pidurcfque, as if it were 
far remote ^^oui any town. The ilex/BS, 
bays, and other evergreens, are highly luxu- 
riant, and the;garden is bounded by a Jo^ 
fhady walkj happily. varying fjrorpi tl^e ufual 
ftraight line, ci-namer^tedi not en<;nEQbered, 
with antique remains, and altogether fo^iQr 
. ing a retreat no lefs .clafficM than deliciw^ 
In an area near fome mofjy fountains over- 
-ihadowed whh fern, we jbund plenty of 
Vtrontca aeimfbUa in flower, April 15th, 
The moft admired ilatue in the garden, is ap 
.animated Satyr by Michael Angelo, MFhidi 
ought to be lodged iii a cahinet, for mofc 
reafons indeed than onej but whofe cha- 
racter and finifhing are excellent. What 
kind Genius tempers the Roman atmoi|)here 
to thefe fine produdions of art, that marble 
ihould preferve its raoft delicaie furfaccs, 

even its ppUlh, for fo naany ages, through 

the 
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the ^iciffitudes of ft climate by no meant 
v«ry mild to our feeliiigs, nor very unifprm ? 

This Villa is open to public infpedion on 
Saturdays only. The houfe itfelf is fmall^ 
and meanly furnifhed ; but its antique ilatues 
are very choice. Mars in repofe is admir- 
able ; and a Gladiator, its companion, very 
good. In the fame room ftands a good 
4;iaked ftatue of Antoninus Pius. 

No fculptures are more famous in this coU 
lection than t\;^o groups, one commonly de^ 
nominated Arria and Pectus, the other Papi- 
rius, fuppofed to be deceiving his mother 
vrith a pretended account of what was de- 
bated in the fenate. Both thefe denomina- 
tions have long, however, been doubted, 
find Winkelman has proved them erroneous 
beyond all difpute. The groups are of the 
finefl Grecian fculpture,and the male figures 
quite naked, as the Greeks always reprefent- 
ed their heroes* Not that we muft place too 
much dependance on this circumftance, or 
underftand too rigoroufly the afleWion of 
Pliny, that the Romans always clothed and 
armed their military characters. Witnefs 
the naked figure of Antoninus juft mention- 
ed. 



( *36 ) 

ed, and that of Caligula in the Mufeam 
Qementinum,' fuppofing them well afcer« 
tained ; of which I believe there is no doubt 
in the cafe of Antoninus, his countenance is 
fo well known. The muftaches in this fup- 
pofed Pectus, the flxield and the fword, fays 
Winkelman, are unfuitable to a portjidt of a 
Roman fenaton Neither did Poetus flab 
himfelf (as this man is doing) with the 
poignard his heroic wife prefentei He 
was £0 daftardly as to fhrink from her exam-* 
pie, and fubmit to be bled to death* The 
able antiquary, of whofe remarks I now pror 
fit, conceives thefe figures to reprefent Ca-. 
nacea, daughter of Eolus, king of the Tyr- 
rhenes, to whom her father fent a fword to 
kill herfelf, on account of her inceftuous 
commerce with her brother; and farther, 
takes the very great liberty ofjid^^ojiftgy that 
a foldier, the bearer of this fword, ignorant 
of its purport, no fooner faw to what ufe 
the princefs applied it, than he dabbed him- 
felf. As this is the beft conjecture fo great 
a mafter has to offer us, I fhall venture to 
afTert that the fubjeft of this group is totally 
ynknowpi while of its companion, however, 

I moft 
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.1 moft readily adopt Winkelman's ingenious 
and fatisfaftory explanation. After giving 
his reafons why the figures in queilion re- - 
prefent neither Papirius.and his mother, nor 
Phedra and Hippolitus, he decides them to 
be intended for the firft interview of Oreftes 
and Eledra, as defcribed in the Eledra of 
Sophocles* Their hair is cut fhort, having 
been facrificed at their father's tomb ; a cir- 
cumftance fo rare in Grecian females, that 
it firft led Winkelman to his prefent opinion. 
.Eledtra holds l>er brother by the hand, ac- 
cording to the play, and her countenance 
€xprefles a tnixture of joy and grief, com- 
bined with an expedation of fomething 
from iiim, which has been miftaken for the 
femit^^ curiofity of the Roman matron 
queftiorfRig her fon. Before I ever read 
this explanation of Winkelman's, I never 
could difcover in the youpg man's counte- 
nance that cunning concealment which other 
writers defcribe; and I regret not having 
had an opportunity of feeing thefe fculptures 
again, with his book in my hand, that I 
might have been more able to give the fub- 
je£t the attention it merits* The figures 

are 



Ct^larly enquired for, great part of a tumaa 
fkeleton, incrufted with a kind of ilaladitCi^ 
fecmingly calcareous^ The form of the 
fcull is petfeftly preferved. It was found 
fomewhere by a pilgrim, and prefented to a 
Pope of the Ludovili family, probably Gre- 
gory XV. It is carefully kept locked up id 
a box lined with crimfon velvet. 

Villa Aldobrandirii is a little fliabby houfe 
not much worth feeing, except for the cele-*^ 
brated antique painting in frefco, called the 
Nozze Aldobrandine^ and that perhaps is in- 
ferior to fome at Portici. This piece waA 
found in the gardens of* Mecaenas. Its fub* 

_ r 

jed is a wedding. I fhall not enter into the 
controverfy whether it be intended to repre-* 
fent any particular hiftory or not. tVinkel- 
man takes it for the nuptials of Peleus and 
Thetis. The general flory is admirably tolJ, 
the drawing fine, and nothing can be more 
true than the charafters and air of the figures. 
The bride is feated upon a couch in virgin 
modefty and diffidence, while her femala 
companions are endeavouring to encourage 
her. The bridegroom fits at the feet of \Sxt 
bed, with his back towards the women, iro- 

patienf 
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patient at the procraftination of his fpoufe, 
anil turning round, with the moft lively and 
juft adlion, to know when the farce is likely 
to finifh. This curious antiquity is kept in 
a cafino of the garden. 

Lady Miller ludicroxjlly imagines that the 
bride is forrowful, becaufe her fpoufe is not 
very far from his grand climaderic j by which 
remark it fliould feem her Ladyfliip miftook 
one of the old women for the bridegroom, 
who himfelf is furely neither old noi' ugly. 
It is no lefs ftrange that our lively authorefs 
fliould be fo little of a connoifleiir, as to look 
for " mirth or gaiety " at that period of the 
nuptials of which this is a reprefentation. 

In, the palace itfelf are two portraits of 
the execrable Donna Olympia Maldachini, 
miftrefs of Pope Innocent X. (Pamphili), 
who married her to his brother for his own 
convenience, and fuppHed her extravagance 
by means of every exadlion he could con- 
trive to impofe upon the people. Among 
other things fhe catifed-him to lay fuch taxes 
upon corn as have,- in a great taeafure, oc- 
cafioned the prefent miferable ftate of agri- 
culture about Rome. She began a palace 

Vol, II. R in 
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in the Tranfteverine quarter, which, on the 
death of her doating paramour, at the age 
of eighty-one, the indignant public would 
not fufFer her to finilh. Its vaft foundations 
ftill exift. 

Here is likewife a portrait of Queen Joan 
of Naples, by Leonardo da Vinci, different 
from one of the fame mafter at the Pala^tzo 
Doria, but with the fame countenance; 
which indqed fometimes occurs in other 
works of his, as in Vanity at the Palazzo 
Barberini, It is remarkable for th€ long-cut» 
d::rk, voluptuous eye ; but cannot be an ori- 
ginal, becriaufe both the Neapolitan queens of 
that name wiere dead before L, da Vinci 
was born. Among a few other curious pic- 
tures is a dead Chrift admirably forefhorten- 
ed, by Mante'gna, almoft a deception^ but 
highly difagreeable ; a Triumph of Bacchus, 
by Titian ; feme parts df our Saviour's hif- 
tory, by Benvenuto Garofalo, in imitation 
of Raphael, whofe v/orks this painter, who 
died in 1695, copied wi^ih peculiar felicitJ^ 
The Cupid and Pfyche of Annibal Carracci 
we cQuld not find. 

Not far out of the Portif del Popola to 

the 
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the eaft, in a retired fpot, near a rock com* 
pofed of impreffions of leaves and other ve- 
getable matters in tufa^ ftands.a villa, feldom 
vifited by ftrangers, conjmonly called Papa 
Giulio, t)r more properly Villa Giulia, built 
by Pope Julius III. and the fcene of his li- 
centious amufements. The palace is fmall, 
but very elegantly adorned. It remained 
long defolate, till repaired by Clement XIV. 
and the prefent Pope. The roof of a femi- 
circular arcade in the back front is finely 
painted with a trellis of rofes, jafmine, and 
various other flowers, interfperfed with birds, 
fatyrs, and great numbers of littl^ naked boys 
and girls, fporting in various ways. Several bf 
thefe groups are indecent, and one towards 
the north end is too abominable to be de- 
fcribed. Of this a bird is an attentive fpec- 
tator ; and the artift has conveyed fo much 
admirable moral meaning into its counte- 
nance, as in fome meafure to apologize for 
the reft of his work. Thefe paintings were 
done by the moft able hands, and their exe- 
cution is equal to almoft any thing I have 
feen. But what can be faid of the manners 
of an age and country, in which fuch licence 

/ R 2 , was 
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was tolerated in the Papal charafter ! Who 
can now difpute the truth of thofe difgrace- 
ful traits with which Bayle and other Protef- 
tants have marked the hiftory of Julius III. 
and fome other Popes ? We have here fla- 
grant proof that nothing they have faid can 
he an exaggeration. Let us^ however, be 
impartial enough to allow that times are much 
changed for the better within the two laft 
centuries ; nor ought we in any age to throw 
the blame due to a vicious fovereign, oh the 
whole nation or church that is unfortunately 
under his command. A people may be 
excufed for winking at fome private vices 
in a prince whofe public charader is good, 
as in the cafes of Tr^gan and Adrian ; but 
,furely a whole nation becomes criminal by 
fubmitting to obey fuch a monfter as Pope 
Alexander VI. nor had this Julius III. much 
public merit to make him tolerated by a 
manly and virtuous people. 

Behind the houfe is a moft romantic 
Nymphasum, or grotto-like temple, highly 
curious and fmgulan It occupies an oval 
fpace, funk about ten or tv;elve feet below 
the furface of the ground. We defcend 

into 
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ioto it by a concealed ftair-cafe, and then 
find Qurfelves in an oval room, open to the 
iky, and decorated with four niches, in each 
of which is a beautiful little fountain always 
playing,aud the whole accompanied by fculp- 
tures. Never did I fee any thing which con- 
veyed fo ftrongly the idea of an enchanted 
palace, more efpecially as we entered the 
villa at a door that happened to be unbarred, 
and rambled about at our Jeifure without 
meeting a living creature. While this palace 
was negleded by the Popes, many parties 
ufed to come from Rome to dine in the 
Nymphseum in hot weather ; nor can any 
thing be conceived more pleafant, ^ 

The court is over-run with the pretty 
Euphrq/ia latifolia^ and its white-flowered 
variety. , 

Of all the villas about Rome, that of the 
Borghefe family is allowed to be the richeft 
and moft riiagnificent ; Villa Albani alone 
rivals it in antique fculptures. With them 
I fhall clofe my account of thofc delightful 
fcenes, about which.my imagination and my 
pen ftill fondly lingpr; nor would, many 
volumes fuffice for all that mi^ht be faid, 

R 3 even 
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even without borrowing any thing from the 
defcriptions of others, to do them juftice. 

Villa Borghefe Hands at a little diflance 
out of the Porta Pinciana. Its fpacious gar^ 
dens excel in that peculiar ftyle of magnifi-r 
cence appropriated to the gardens about 
Rome, which recalls fo many interefting 
ideas, that one would almoft dread to fee 
them fubmitted to the reforms of enlighten- 
ed modern tafte. What is wanting in fcien- 
tific difpofition, is made up by the vaft lux-r 
uriance and venerable antiquity of their 
woods of bays and ilex, towering cyprefles, 
graffy walks abounding with beautiful wild 
flowers in the greateft profufion and variety, 
moffy fountains, and all the magic forms of 
antique beauty, all the fairy tales of ancient 
hiftory, decorating and enlivening the whole, 
Botany gave an additional charm to our fre- 
quent rambles in thefe gardens ; but of that 
I Ihall fpeak hereafter. 

The palace was built by Cardinal Scipio 
Borghefe, a great and intelligent lover of 
the arts, under the pontificate of his uncle 
Paul V. early in the laft centufjr. The bufts 
of both, by Bernini, are preferved here in 

au 
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an upper room. That of the Cardinal has 
a great deal of charader. The outfide of 
this magnificent edifice has undergone little 
or no alterations fince it was built. It is 
almoft covered with bas-teliefs, ftatues, and 
bufts, fet in the pannels and ni9he3. In 
the principal front alone, about 120 antique 
fculptures^ may be counted, many of them 
highly curious, and finely executed. Every 
gate, temple, and alley is in like manner 
adorned with a profufion of the works of 
ancient art. De la Lande obferves, that this 
profufion is fo great in the external decora- 
tion of the palace, as to have a confufed ef- 
fe6l ; and that more care has been taken to 

accumulate ornaments, than to difpofetbem 
with tafte. To this I cannot fubfcribe. The 
archrtedure itfelf is fljmple, its projedipns 
fmall, and its decorations h/:t down^ if I 
may fo fay, that the fculptures may predo- 
minate. The whole front is but a vehicle 
for them ; nor do I find any thing to blame> 
except a want of fimplicity in the mouldings 
of the pannels in which they are fet. 

The apartments have very lately been 
thoroughly repaired, fo that the frefh and 
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( 248 ) 

/ 

neat condition of every thing is a great ad- 
vantage. Every room exhibits a rich abun- 
dance of the choiceft marbles and porphyries, 
in €olun^ns,cornices,and mo uldings,andfo pre- 
cious an aflemblage of ftatues and bufts as can 
fcarcely be feenelfe where. Many days or weeks 
would be neceflary to examine this collection 
with attention. The principal pieces are too 
well known to need a defcription here, as 
the Gladiator, the Centaur, the piping Faun, 
the beautiful winged Genius or Angel, the 
little Apollo diftinguifhed by a lizard, Curtius 
leaping into the gulf, which laft is now 
placed in the great hall; the Hermaphrodite, 
Seneca in the bath, and many other ancient 
ftatues. The David, the jEneas and Anchifcs, 
and the Apollo and Daphne of Bernini, are 
likewife celebrated, and are all very admir- 
able. The firft, faid to be the fculptor's own 
portrait, is about to exercife his fling againft 
Goliath ; his attitude is natural, but the vul- 
gar aQ;ion of biting the lip is juftly criticifed 
for its meannefs. David, as an inlpired 
charader, ought to have been reprefcnted 
with the calm dignity of the Apollo Belve- 
dere. The Daphne is a wonderfully labour- 
ed 



( *49 ) 

ed performance. The change of her fingers 
and hair into leaves, and the roots ihooting 
from her toes, are reprefented with fuch 
happy boldnefs and ingenuity, that one al- 
mofl forgets it is a poetical fidtion. The 
apt lines on the pedeftal, written by Pope 
Urban VIIL an excellent Latin poet, in hi^ 
youth, have been often publiftied, but never, 
I believe, tranflated ; the following is at leaft 
their literal fenfe : 

^i/quis amans fequitur fugitive gaudta forma 
Fronde manus implet baccas feu carpii amaras. 

He who makes fleeting joys his fond purfuitj 
Grafps barren boughs, or gathers bitter fruit. 

In the Gallery, a moft beautifully pro- 
portioned room, amazingly rich in giallo an- 
tico, and various other valuable marbles, arc 
ibur or five bufts of Marcus Aurelius, and 
as many of Lucius Verus. One of each is 
coloflal, and particularly fipe j their prefer- 
ration perfeft. 

Since Magnani's book was publifhed, the 
arrangement of the ftatues, in general, has 
been much changed ; but they are all to be 
found in fome apartment or other. 

The 
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The famous Seneca appeared to me of 
black marble, not of touch-ftone as com- 
monly defcribed, for it is eafily fcratched 
with a knife, and contains fragments of white 
fliells. The fame remark holds good of many, 
if not all the things in this palace and the 
viBa'Albani,,faid to be of touch-ftone. His 
^rdle is alabafter, not giallo antico, Win- 
kelmann, among his various reformations of 
the public opinion, has aflerted this ftatue to 
reprefent a flave, and not Seneca. His rea- 
fons are, that feveral other figures exift at 
Rome, extremely like this, fome of which 
are carrying balkets, and one has a comic 
mafic at his feet; from whence he concludes 
them all to be fervants, whofe bufmefs was 
to go to market, as was often reprefebted on 
the ftage. Neither, fays he, does this figure 
rcrfemble the pretended bufts of Seneca. All 
which, however, is not very conclufive. The 
great exprefEon of this ftatue indicates fome 
particular hiilory. Its laffitude and debility 
agree well with that of Seneca. It is not 
holding a bafl^et, but its hands exprefs the 
eameftnefs of its fpeech. As to the pre- 
tended bufts of the fame philofopher, they 

may 
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may be all falfe, and this hisr only genuine 
portrait. Its having lefs hair than they, 
proves nothing if their countenances agree, 
as it only fhews the w^hole-length figure re- 
prefents him in a more advanced age thah 
the bufts. This ftatue, having been found 
without feet, lias been fet up in a modem 
bath or vafe, lined with red ftone, to look 
like blood. 

The celebrated pillars of hard green brec-* 
cia/in one of the firft rooms, confift of 
fmall fragments of granite, porphyry, and . 
other ftones, naturally united by a porphy- 
ritic pafte of a dull green colour, exadly as 
in thofe already ^defcribed in the Mufeum 
Clementinum. In another part of the villa 
Borghefe is a bath of brecciated red porphy- 
ry. The celebrated Hermaphrodite is very 
like that at Florence, though efteemed much 
fuperior in execution, and therefore believed 
the original ; it is alfo, in one refpedl, mofe 
indecent. There is another highly indecent , 
one, prefenting itfelf in front, kept in a 
ciofet. 

In the upper rooms are feveral pictures 
not mentioned in Magnani. The beft are, 

a Venus , 
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a Veaus of Paul Veroncfe ; a view of St. 
Peter's church by Defprez, already meation- 
ed ; Abraham and the Angels, by Tintoret ; 
Muficians, by M. A. da Carravaggio ; Su- 
fannah and the Elders, by G. Honthorft, 
dated 1655; feme people drinking, by 

Teniers, and feveral other Flemifli pictures ; 
a beautiful Venus, by Titian ; in the back 
ground of which are a man and a woman 
looking out of a window, and a^woman 
playing on the harpfichord. There is a room 
of landfcapes, moftly in the ftyle of Pouffin, 
by Rifon, a late artift ; and another of hif- 
tory pieces, by our countryman Gavin Ha- 
milton. On a chimney-piece is a modern 
bas-relief in roflb antico, done by Agoftino 
Penna, in 1782. One great curiofity in the 
garden of this villa muft not be left unno- 
ticed, the Etrufcan altar, mentioned by Win^ 
kelmann, vol. i. p. 152, ftandingatthe end 
ofe the great alley to the eaft. It is trian- 
gular, and fculptured with feveral Heathen 
deities, in a great, though dry-, ftyle -^ and 
with but little relief. Its whole form is ele- 
gant, and its prefervation complete. So 
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' • valuable and beautiful an antiquity dcfcrve* 
to be placed in the houfe. 

Villa Albani is fomewhat farther removed 
from the town, out of the Porta Salara, in 
a moft delightful fituation, and commanding 
a beautiful and very extenfive profpedt. Its 

' founder was Cardinal Alexander Albani, the 
great patron of Winkelmann. Here that in- 

. genious antiquary acquired great part of the 
profound knowledge for which he was fo 
much diftinguiflied. He had a fet of apart- 
ments to himfelf. The Cardinal was accuf- 
tomed to retire to this villa every afternoon, 
to 6njoy the fociety of his friends, and ac- 
cording a^ Winkelmann liked or difliked the 
company and converfation, he Was perfedly 
at liberty to join it or not. He was a genius 
that ill brooked controul; but cxquifitely 
ienfible to friendftiip and kind offices ; and 
his attachment to the Cardinal was very 
warm, 

Magnani's account • of the curiofities of 
this villa, p. 1 1 1, &c. is remarkably full and 
exadl, infomuch that finding little to add, 
and fcarccly any thing to corred, I fhall 
lake his book as the ground-work of what I 

have 
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have to fay ; nor would it be neceflar jr t& 
fay any thing, if De la Lande and Lady 
Miller were not fo very fhort upon this col- 
lection, which undoubtedly is of the firft 
rank as to bufts and ftatues. 

Every thing here is in the moft exquifite 
prefcrvation, and as neat as an Englifli houfe. 
The portico towards the garden is one of the 
moft beautiful things that can be, and no^ 
thing could be better imagined than the tem- 
ples .of Marcus Aurelius and Antoninus 
Pius. Who fliall fay whether moft feelings 
acceptable to God, are excited by the con- 
templation of thcfe fanes of virtue perfonified, 
or at the fhrine of a St. Anticolus and a St. 
Regina, whofe relicks are mouldering in the 
chapel juft by ? Befides the figures of thefe 
good emperors, here are many other por- 
traits interefting in Roman ftory. Oric 
grudges a place among them to the vile 
Domitian, though this be the only whole- 
length figure of him which has efcaped its 
juft doom, and therefore curious as an anti- 
quity. Two large bafons of alabaftro fio- 
jrito, feven feet and a half in diameter, are 
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not the leaft fplendicj decorations of t1i6 
temples in queftion. 

On the firft floor is an oval veflibulcy 
. which, with fome' rooms adjoining, are high- 
ly elegant ; and among them is a cabinet of 
very choice vafes, and other antiquities. The 
Egyptian idol, faid to be of plafma difme-- 
raldo^ feems a greenifh bafaltesj and the 
Canopus, another idol, like a vafe with a head 
upon it, defcribed as of touch-flone, is furely 
bafaltes. Here is a celebrated bronze Apollo 
faurodtonos ; and a Minerva of the fame 
pietal. ^ I 

In another chamber, over a chimney* 
piece, is that mofl: exquifite bas-relief of 
Antinous, in white marble, efteemed the 
choiceft piecf in this whole colledion, and 
which Winkelmann calls the glory of the art 
in its own or any age. It was found at the 
villa Adriana, and appears but a part of a 
large compofition, reprefenting, probably, 
the apotheofis of this youth. His figure is 
in profile, of no very bold relief, but of the 
moft exquifite beauty and grace. Its out- 
lines and finifhing are models of perfeSion. 
The lateral porticos of this palace contain 
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1 prodigious number of choice antiquities^ 
and lead on each fide to a feries of apart- 
ments no lefs abundantly ftcred. Here 
arc termini of many of the Grecian heroes 
and poets, with Scipio and Hannibal. Aili 
Ephefian Diana, with her ufuai fuperabun- 
dance of breads, in a temple dedicated to 
herfelf. A captive King, whofe garment ia 
of the green hard breccia, already defcribed 
at the villa Borghefe, faid to be of Egyptian 
origin. Here is a large bafon of the fame, 
exadlly finlilar to one in the portico of St. 
Mark's church at Venice ; otherwife the 
ftone is extremely rare. Bufts of Carracalla, 
Lucius Verus, and the young Marcellus, 
erroneoufly called by Magnani Marcus Au- 
relius. A Serapis in bafaltes. Various very 
interefting bas-reliefs, among vv^hich are fome 
of the labours of Hercules on the fides of 
a vafe. Innumerable ftatues of gods, god- 
defTes, and heroes, both here and in a p'ortico 
of the garden, efpecially a terminus of DiQ^ 
genes ; and vaft numbers of Egyptian 
priefts and idols j among others, Antinous 
in the form of Ofyris, feven feet high, in 
the moft beautiful oriental alabafter; and 

another 



another as large X)f roflb anticb. Tte fbuii* 
tain in the centre of the parterre, formed 
of four Sileni fupporting a granite bafon 
fifteen feet in diameter, is much admired ; 
but the whole of this parterre is formal and 
dreary,- confldered as a garden, and deftitute 
of fhade. What the other parts of the 
pleafure grounds are, we had not time to 
^examine. The fculptures are fuch an in* 
cxhauftible fund of ftudy and amufement^ 
that this villa ought to be vifited^many 
times, even by the mod fuperficial lover of 
the arts j and it was our fate to fee it but 
once. 

Much muft be left unfeen after the long* 
eft [ftay in Rome. The moft perfevering 
induftry, and moft ardent curiofity, will 
have their moments of languor, and many 
objects may perhaps be inacceffible at the 
time one moft wiflies to vifit them. Others 
may, by various accidents, be £hut up from 
the public for a time, as when palaces are 
repairing, or coUedtions changing their 
owners. Add to this, dark days, and cold 
wet weather, very unpleafant for ftudying 
in uninhabited pr marble rooms { and the 
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. inoft adlve traveller will find he cannot turil 
fcvery moment to account One place only 
is equally temperate in all weathers, St. 
Peter's church. This is the moft delightful 
and inexhauftible lounging-place, and the 

a. 

beft refource for filling up broken days or 
hours, that can be. 

The Corfmi palace we could not get ad- 
mittance into, for fome of the reafons above 
mentioned ; and that of the Duke of Brac- 
ciano is fhewn in fummer only, when the 
family are out of town. Villa Pamphili we 
ought to have feen, but vifited only its gar- 
dens, which are fpacious, wild, and mag- 
nificent. Villa Giraud, in the road to it, 
is actually built in the form of. a fhip, at 
leafl as much as a houfe can be ; though it 
feems as paradoxical in defcripticfn, as Mr. 
Bruce's mountains in the form of an inverted 
cone. 



CHAR 



( ^S9 ) 



CHAP. XXX- 



CETREMONIISS at ROME IN THE HOLt 
WEEK — CASTLE OF ST. ANGELO — FO^ 
RUM— COLOSSEUM, AND OTHER RUIN* 
—FOUNTAIN OF EGERIA— -VILLA AD-* 
RIA4^^A — TIVOLI — BOTANY. 



March 30* -DEING the kft Friday iil 
Lent, there was a vaft concourfe of people 
at St. Peter's in the evening ; among others 
the Duchefs of Albany, nMural daughter of 
the Pretender* All the altar-pieces here, as 
in other churches, were covered with pulpl6 
curtains in fign of mourning ; and during 
this folemn feafon all the public clocks are 
made to ftrike upon wood* 

j^pril I. (Palm Sunday*) The ceremony 
of diftributing palm branches, as defcxibed 
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by Lady Miller, was performed in the Ca* 
pella Siftina, not at Monte Cavallo, as the 
Pope was this year refident at the Vatican, 
What are ufed on this occafion are fmall 
fragments of real date palm-branches, twitt- 
ed about with ftraw to make a figure. Jjl 
England, Catholics u/e fprigs of yew for thi6 
ceremony. Here was no proceffion on 

mules to the Pantheon. 

ji 

At feven in the evening we went to the 
church of St. Maria Novella, to" hear a moft 
delightful Oratorio of Meteftafio on the 
Paffion, the mufic by Jomelli. It was pre- 
ceded by a fhort Italian oration, delivered 
by a boy- about twelve years old, drefled in 
black, and powdered. Some child of rank 
generally performs on this occafion, as it is 
efteemed an honourable fort of exercife. 
The youth vvas not deficient in courage, nor 
in the graces of delivery, though of courfe 
artificial, and fomewhat too pert. 

jipril 4. (Wednefday.) This evening wc 
heard the Lamentations of Jeremiah fung at 
St. ApoUinare, near the Piazza Navone. The 
mufic has been carefully kept for feveral 



( 26i ) 

ages in the college to which this church be- 
longs, and is always performed on this day. 
About feven the fer vice began, and we weye 
gratified with fome of the fweeteft moft 
plaintive founds I ever heard, executed by 
the firft finger of the theatre Delia Valle^ 
without any accompaniment. 

j!lprtl 5. (Maundy Thurfday.) A day of 
jgreat parade : we repaired at nine to the 
Vatican, and after hearing mafs in the Ca- 
pella Siftina, went to the Gapella Paolina, 
the altar of which was illuminated with 
about 4000 wax tapers. The Pope and 
Cardinals foon came thither in proceffion, 
bringing the facrament along with them, 
and leaving it there. Next followed the 
benedidion from the central window of St. 
Peter's, the moft auguft of all the ceremonies 
of this day ; and then the wafhing of the pil- 
grims *feet, >^'ith their dinner, at which they 
were ferved by his Holinefs in perfon. We 
then faw the table fet out for the Cardin^s' 
dinner, and in two other rooms the magniw 
ficent fervices of gilt plate, deftined for their 
life,, drefled out with flower^, &c. Lady 
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Miller's account of all thefe ceremonies i$ 
lo full and exaft, that I forbear to enlarga 
upon them. Foreigners, at leaft of our fex^ 
are readily admitted to the whole. Ladies^ 
if properly recommended, are allowed to 
fee them from latticed boxes provided X)A 
purpofe* It is ufual to go in a black fulj 
drefs, and being fo apparelled, the guardsr 
readily let us pafs, notwithftanding the Ca- 
pella Paolina being fo, fmall that fcarcely 
twenty people could get in beiides theaffift- 
ants in the proceflion. Toleration extends 
here fo far, that in this moft folemn fervice, 
when all the Cardinals and the Pope himfelf 
were proftrate before the altar, fome Swilk 
proteftants refrained from kneeling, and gave 
no offence. In the Capella Siftina, on this 
and other days, our ftation was in the walk 
behind the bench of Bifhcjps, and before 
that occupied by the heads of houfes, which 
not being always filled, we often procure^ 
feats upon it. Otherwife the bifhops, with 
equal good nature and politenefs, made a 
fign to us to fit down on the back of their 
bench, whenever the fervice required their 
(landing or kneeling. At the wafhing c£ 
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the feet we abfolutcly touched the Pope, and 
during the dinner, the number of ftrangcrs 
round the table making it difficult for the 
fervants to remove the diihes, we fet the ex- 
ample of affifting them, faying, that " when 
his Holinefs ferved the table, any body might 
be proud to help away with the platee,'* by 
which means our party kept their places^ 
and faw the whole ceremony very commo« 
dioufly, contributing to aoiufe the company 
in our turn* 

In the afternoon we returned again to the 
ISixtine chapel, and heard the whole fervice, 
confifting of fifteen pfalms, and the miferere. 
hixitx the three firft pfalms, fome of the la- 
mentations of Jeremiah were fung moll 
divinely indeed. At the end of the pfalms 
the lights were extinguifhed, except thofe 
in the mufic gallery, which were not very 
appareqt ; nor could we fee the muficians ; 
and the mifenre was performed by twilight. 
This piece of mufiic is one of the mpft cele- 
brated in the world. The performance is 
entirely vocal, yet founds of inftruments 
frequently feemed intermixed. Nothing 
i:.fSi be fw^eter, more plaintive, nor morehar- 
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monious; but I expeded fomewhat more 
of magnfficence ; and the voices feemed far 
from numerous. Well might Lady Miller's 
fine tafte and fenfibility make her own 
" flie never heard mufic before/' and that 
*' flie had now heard enough to make her 
diflatisfled with the fincft opera^ and the 
moft pcrfed performers to be found elfe- 
where.V It is faid the Emperor Jofeph 11. 
was fo delighted with this mufic, he pro- 
cured an accurate copy of xht tiotes, and 
had it performed at Vienna ; but the effedt 
was not the fame. German execution would 
not do ; Italian "tafte was requifUc. 

Afterwards every body flocked to Stu 
Peter's, which was illuminated folely by an 
immenfe crofs of burnifhed copper, ftudded 
with innumerable lamps, and fufpended be- 
tween heaven and earth before the high altar* 
The effedk of light and fhade throughout 
the church is very fine, and many artifts 
might be fecn taking advantage of it to make 
fketches of the building. Many relicks 
were exhibited from the gallery of St. Ve- 
ronica, under the great dome ; among others 
the famous handkerchief which that faint 
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limt our Saviour to wipe his face, and which 
received its impreflion ; a precious memorial 
indeed if genuine ! A worthy Abbe of our 
acquaintance being alone this evening in a 
retired part of the church, fome country 
people came to enquire of him, whether 
that illuminated crofs was holy. To which 
he replied in the afiSmativp, juftly obferving, 
as he told us the ftory, that he really did not 
know what other anfwer to give. 

jdpril 6. (Good Friday.) Mafs was faid 
at the Capella Siftina as yefterday, except 
that no wafer was confecrated, but his Holi- 
nefs went in proceflion to the Capella Pao- 
lina, where he took the wafer out of the 
fuppofed fepulchfe on the altar, in which it 
had remained fince yefterday, and brought 
it with great folemnity into the firft men- 
tioned chapel. Previous to his going to the 
Pauline chapel, he uncovered the crofs on 
the altar, and then kneeled before it. After 
which, the Cardinals, Bifliops, &c. in their 
turns did the fame. This is called the ado- 
ration of the crofs, and the whole of it was 
accompanied by very fine vocal mufic. The 
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Pbpe was without Ihoes or mitre j but after 
he had bowed to the crofs, prayed filendy, 
and kifled the altar fteps, he returned to his 
feat, and refumcd his mitre and ihoes. Dur- 
ing fome part of the mais a friar delivered 
a Latin fermon. 

In the afternoon we heard the Miferere 
at the Sixtine chapel, fet by a different 
compofer from that of yefterday, I knew 
not which compofition to prefer. Each 
feemed the perfedion of harmony, and left 
nothing to be defired, but that its impreflion 
might laft for ever. The Pope went from 
hence to St. Peter's, to pay his devotions to 
the illuminated crofs. In order to have a 
good view of him, we got upon the fteps 
of the high altar, which, . like every other 
altar in Rome, was at prefent quite unfur- 
nifhed, and feemed to be no longer confider- 

cd as a holy place^ in allufipn to the fad fuf- 
pence of the Chriftian world between the 
crucifixion and refurreftlon. At this altar 
was now an aflemblage of the . moft diftin-- 
guiflied foreigners, colleded there to fee hi& 
Holinefs, particularly their Royal Highneffes 

the Puke and Duchefs of Gloucefter, th? 
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puke and Duchefs of Buccleiigh, and the 
feveral ladies of their parties, to all whom 
the Pope feemed adually to be kneeling.; 
and this had an extremely ludicrous cScGt, 
It was a matter of debate among fome of 
us^ what could moft probably occupy the 
holy father's thoughts at that moment. 
Could fo many lovely, though heretical, 
forms be totally unregarded? Perhaps a 
pious wUh might be excited for their con- 
v^rfion. Could the moft mortified and ab- 
ftraded mind be entirely abforbed in fpiritual 
meditation, amid the fplendour of fo much 
pageantry, and the gaze of fuch a multitude 
of curious and obferving eyes, without fuf- 
faring a thought to wander from the idea 
which that fufpended crofs was intended to 
excite ? I will not fay what were all our 
various conjcdures on this fubjcdk, but I am 
aflured by an obferving l?idy who ftood near 
his Hojinefs, that a part of -his concern, at 
leaft, was evidently to kneel gracefully, and 
to difplay a very handfome leg to the b^ft 
advantage. No Pope ever conduded him- 
felf with more judgment or tafte in all the 
^erenionies in which he performs a part, 

nor 
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nor is this, ferioufly, an inconfiderable or 
unimportant merit in the Papal charafter. 

The relicks were exhibited again. The 
church was quite a promenade, and throng- 
ed with the flrft people then in Rome, as 
well natives as foreigners. On this occafion 
the immenfity of the fabrick appeared more 
ftriking than ever. The vaft multitudes of 
people made no crowd. Troops of pealants 
and of citizens met parties of princefles with 
their numerous attendant abbes and cavalierly 
without joftling or incommoding each other; 
and though every body was in motion, no- 
body was in another's way. 

At the Duke of Gloucefter's this evening 
all the company were in mourning, in de- 
cent conformity to the cuftoms of the place. 

jipril 7. (Saturday.) We witnefled van- 
ous Qther ceremonies at the Sixtine chapeL 
Firft the matins, at which a cardinal offici- 
ated. The litany was moft delightfully 
chanted, and before it was finifhed the Pope 
came in. The >cardinals all kifled*his hand 
in turn. Afterwards the Pope and cardinals 
arranged thcmfelves before the altar, {land- 
ing 
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ing uncovered. We watched the event la 
filent fufpenfe, when on a fudden the pur- 
ple curtain dropped, and difcovered a fine 
piece of tapeftry of the Refurreftion of 
Chrift J at the fame moment the found of 
trumpets was heard without the chapeL 
Never was any thing more theatrical, yet the 
effed was too ftriking to be difapproved. 
High Mafs being then performed^ at the 
elevation of the hoft the trumpets founded 
again. After much kneeling, bowings blefs- 
ing, &c. &c. the Pope retired and put an 
end to the Ihew. 

We then went into the church, and found 
the pidtures uncovered, ihe altar furniflied, 
and great preparations making for the fol- 
lowing day. While we were there, the 
Pope came in, attended by his Swifs guards, 
as is his ufual cuftom every day about two 
o'clock* He firft kneeled to the chapel of 
the facrament, which was .decorated with 
papers, and then went to the famous old 
ftatue of St. Peter, laid to have been made 
out of a figure of Jupiter Capitolinus* The 
foot of this he kifled and applied to his 
forehead repeatedly, afterwards holding his 
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licad under it for a long time. During thls^ 
which was really the only contemptible per- 
formance of the good man that I ever wit- 
^nefled, and the only one that ftaggered my 
charitable opinion of his probity and good 
fenfe, for it is a voluntary ceremony, his 
guards formed a circle around him. There 
were fcarcely ten people in the church be- 
fides. Many of the Swifs were fmiling, 
and one of them was guilty of an afl:ioa 
that aftonifhed us extremely. As the Pope 
held his head under the toe of the ftatue, 
this wicked foldier imitated the adlion of 
kicking with his foot, cafting an arch fmile 
at his next neighbour. This Ihews how 
little the inoft ignorant are really deceived 
by mummery and grimace, unlefs it be ac- 
companied with fomething great or virtuous. 
Hypocrify is often like the filly oftrich, that 
thinks itfelf fecure, if it only hides its head. 
When the holy father had fatisfied his de- 
votion to the great toe of this brazen image, 
hef kneeled for a very long while before the 
high altar, as the preceding evening, taking 
fnuff feveral time* very deliberately ; after 
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which he returned home through the CapcII4 
Gregoriana^ 

April 8. (Eafter Sunday.) was a day of 
great cxpe£tation, and it exceeded every 
thing yet exhibited. 

At nine we went to St. Peter's, where a 
moft fuperb throne of crimfon velvet was 
prepared for his Holinefs behind the high 
altar, that is, between it and the tribune. 
The altar was adorned with candlefticks and 
ftatues of pure gold, each at leaft fix feet 
high, and rich carpets were fpread from it 
to the foot of the throne. The Pope fooa 
came in his crimfon velvet . chair borne on 
men's flioulders, and with the two fupeib 

fans of white peacock's feathers carried, as 
ufual, behind him. He wore a fine tiara, 
and was preceded by the cardinals and other 
dignitaries of the church in their full drefs ; 
among them the Greek patriarch, with his 
mitre fomething like an imperial crown. 
Eight different tiaras and mitres were cartied 
before the Pope, all ridi in pearls and preci- 
cious ftones of great value. On one of them 
his name, Pius VL was embroidered. All 
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thcfe were placed on the altar. The Swifi 
guards were in armour, as on the preceding 
Thurfday morning at the chapeL 

During the firft part of the fervice the 
Pope fat in a finall throne on one fide of the 
great one, and between that and the altar. 
Here he was drefled with great ceremoay, 
by a number of affiftants, with much more 
magnificent robes than thofe in which he 
came, except that he exchanged his fine tiara 
for a plain mitre of cloth of gold, and feated 
himfelf on his grand throne. He then per- 
formed high mafs, being fometimes at the 
altar, fometimes at his throne, as occafion 
required. The leflTons were chanted in 
Latin firft, and then in Greek, by a hand- 
fome Greek prieft with fine dark unpowder- 
^ed hair, who performed his fiindion with 
much grace and dignity. Afterwards his 
Holinefs adminiftered the facrament, that is 
the wafer only, to the cardinals and the prin- 
cipal civil magiftrate, having tirift taken it in 
both kinds himfelf. The wine he fucked 
.out of the cup through a gold pipe, an 
ancient cuftom,'of which I leave thofe who 
are learned in ecclefiaftical lore to fhew the 
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ireafoA. This ceremony being cbncliided, he 
Was carried in his chair^ making the fign of 
the crofs to the people as he went along, 
round to the other fide of the altar^ where 

• 

lie paid tis devoirs as ufual ; and was then 
conveyed upftairs to the great front window 
of the church, from whence he gave his 
benedidlion as on the preceding Thurfday 5 
the great bell ringing, the guns of St. An« 
gelo firing, and the foldiers being drawn up 
in the great area before the church, which, 
as well as the infide of that building, was 
crowded with immenfe multitudes of peo^ 
pie. 

I never in my life faw any magnificence 
br dignity which could convey an idea of 
what the Pope exhibited in this morning^s 
jbufinefs. All the decorations were fo com^^ 
plete in their kind, fo truly fupctb and ele- 
jgant, that no fhcw could be finer ; and the 
whole exhibition was fo much calculated to 
inlpire veneration and awe, as well as admi- 
ration, that furely nothing hun^an could ex- 
ceed it* Certainly no fovereign, who pre- 
tends to mere temporal authority, can ever 
afiTume fuch dignity j nor can any fcene of 
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iadion ])c found comparable to the ftupenif-' 
ous temple where this ceremony was per- 
formed. 

The throne and its accompaniments were! 
immediately removed ; and thus ende^ the 
devotional ceremonies of the holy week, 

Thefe ceremonies are a great object of curi- 
ofily to travellers, and Rome is never fo full of 
ftrangjers as at this feafon. Foreigners have no 
reafon to complain of their accommodation ia 
any refpeft. They bring too much money 
into the town to be unwelcome guefts j and 
the Englifh in particular meet with the kind- 
eft attentions, and a flattering fort of defer- 
ence, quite diftind: from French cringing, 
from perfons of all ranks. They ferve to 
break the uniformity of fociety among the 
nobility ; and the attention they pay to the 
curiofities of the place cnfures them the 
good will of every true born Roman, from 
the higheft to the loweft rank. With re- 
lpe<3: to their manipiers or conduft^ provided 
they do not difturb the public peace, there 
is no kind of reftraint. Np bowing nor 
fafting, even in the moft folemn feafbn, un- 
lefs they choofe it» Our purveyor reqaeflted 
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as a favour that we would not require mea- 
ger dinners in Lent, to which we readily 
aflented ; but thinking it decorous to alk for 
fifh on Good Friday, he anfwered us, that 
if our confciences required it, we Ihould be 
furniflied with fifh ; but if not, he would 
be more particularly obliged to us to difpenf^ 
with it that day, on account of its fcarcity. 
We told him our confciences made no point 
of any fuch matters, and that we had more 
confidered his feelings than our own, in 
making the requeft ; accordingly we were 
fupplied, among other things, with a good 
piece erf wild boar. In the devotion^ cere- 
monies, I believe none ©f the Englifh, then- 
at Rome, were fo pundilipus as to fhew any 
rude or faftidious non-conformity to th^ ge- 
neral cuftoms. For my part, I conformed 
upon principle, by no means " condemning 
thofe who kneeled not," nor complying out 
of any fear or apprehenfion with thofe who 
did. I confidered all thefe various forms 
but as another mode of expreffing gratitude 
and devotion to the fame God and the fame 
Saviour we all in common revere; and 
ihould have but a bad opinion of the heart 
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and principles of any one who could witne6 
many of diem, without genuine religious 
emotions* It would be happy jf the iiSa^ 
ences of religion were leis thought of, than 
thofe fources of improvement and confolation 
to which all modes of faith, in common^ di« 
red us, though each by a diffisrent path. 

Converted Jews are baptized ib £afier 
week at St. John Lateran, with great ppmpb 
Thefe people are tolerated at Rome undpr 
levere reftri^ons, being locked up every 
night within a walled precind allotted for 
flieir habitation^ where they have a miien^^ 
dirty fynigogue^ accompanied with every 
fign of poverty. A fermon is preached for 
their edification every Saturday throughout 
the y6ar, at a chapel near the hofpital called 
Trinifa de' Pelegrini; and one -hundred 
Jewifli men, with fifty women, are obliged 
to attend imd hear if. As to the reafon of 
this difproportion between the numbers (rf" 
the two fexes, whether it be that womei>. 
aire confidered as having greater powers of 
propagating the truth if converted, oi that 
confiderable numbers of the £ur Jewefles^ 
ure Ibppofed to be already in the way offals 
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Tatioh, in confe^uence of the private in- 
ftruiflions of abbes and other holy perfon-* 
ageS) I have not accurately learned 

On Eafier Monday, in the dvening, fplen* . 
did fire-woiks were difplayed from the caftle 
of St. Angelo, There were many illumi- 
nations in different parts of the town made 
by TOWS of great torches, or rather iron cups 
ef pitch and other combuftibles, burning 
before fome of the principal palaces, which, 
fixMn the terrace of Trinita de' Monti, made 
the town look as if it were on fire in fifty 
different places, Several fky-rockets were 
alib exhibited. About nine the grand dii^ 
play began by a vaft fountain of fire, con-^ 
fifting of 4500 rockets difcharged at once 
from the top of the caffle. Of this magni- 
ficent fire-wcMrk Mn Wright, of Derby, has 
given a very exad: reprefentation in one of 
his excellent pidures* Afterwards followed 
a variety of other devices, with fome very 
lofty rockets occafionally, and the whole 
'was terminated by a fountain like the firik 
1 never beheld any thing of the kind com- 
parable to thefe fire-works. The following 
evening we faw them to greater advantage 
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fix>m a houfe fronting the caftle, which it 
much the beft fituation. The expence of 
each night is faid to be 500 Roman crowns^ 

* 

or about 1 1 2 U fteriing. 

It is worth while to afcend the roof of 
this caftle^ to enjoy the view of the city and 
its environs. In the centre of the building 
is an oblong room, painted by Julio Romano 
and others, in which fome fuppofe theafhes 
of Adrian were originally depoiited ; though 
the moft general opinion is, that they were 
enclofed in the large pine apple of bronze, 
which crowned the fummit of the ancieni; 
ilrudure. No veftiges remain of the caiing 
and ornaments of marble, whi^h, with the 
fine columns now in St. Paul's church, ori-^ 
ginally decorated . this magnificent qiaufo^ 
leum. How tantalizing is it tp read of the 
ravages of the barbarians who firft turned 
this building into a caflle, and defended 
themfelves with fragments of its flatues, till 
all traces of its former glory were entirely 
obliterated ! The folid fabrick itfelf has, 
however, refifted alike the efforts of time 
and barbarifm, and is now the chief fortrefs 
of the city. I}ither the Pope can retire 

firom 
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firdni the Vatican, in cafe of any alarm, by 
means of a covered gallery, built by Alex- 
ander VI. who might well be glad of fuch a 
retreat. Here is the Papal treafury and 
archives. One curiofity in this eaftle is a 
<hair, like a large fentry-box, fufpended by 
ropes, and fo balanced that a perfon in it 
may, by a flight effort with his hands, afcend 
or defcend in a moment the whole height of 
the building, pailing through trap-doors in 
each floor. ' 

In this place Father Ricci, the laft Gene- 
ral of the Jefuits, was confined till his death, 
two years after the diflblution of that order. 
We heard an interefiing account from an 
eye-witnefs, very nearly concerned in the 
matter himfelf, as I fufpedt; of the grief and 
defpair difplayed by the fraternity at the fu- 
neral of their chief, who was buried in the 
church of the Florentines not far diilant. 
With him whatever hopes they might have 
of reftoration vanilhed; and, like a little 
ihock of any kind after a great afflidion, his 
^eath feemed to be more acutely felt than 
even the firfl: great blow of their diflblu- 
tion/ 

T 4 The 



The various ruins of Rome haVe been toSi 
often defcribcd, and are too well known, to 
need any new illuftration. Many of the 
principal ones are fituated about thd Campo 
Vaccino^ a dirty defolate place, which was 
once the Forum. Here are the three vaft 
arches, all that remain of the Temple of 
Peace; the triumphal arches of Septimius 
Severus, Titus, and, not far diftant, that of 
Conftautine. Under the gateway of thai 
pf Titus, through whiqh no Je\y will ever 
pafs, are bas-reliefs finely ^xecutc4 cf the 
fpeils of Solomon's Temple j among whicl^ 
the feven candlefticks, the ark, &g, tnay bef 
diftindly feen ; and from h^nce . are taken 
the figures of thefe things, ufually given ia 
hiftories of the bible^ as they exactly accord 
with the defcriptions in holy writ. I won- 
der fo very curious and precipus a monument 
is not better preferved. 

From this fpot we gome to the Coloffeum^ 
that ftupendous fabrick, from whofe majeftic 
ruins, princes and cardinals have pilfered 
materials fpr feyeral palaces, without making 
any very perceptible impreflion. Such ikcri- 
legious attempts have, for the future, beem 

8 r(.udered 



jf eh c fe red iihpradicable, by the laudiUe ^ottm 
frivance pf Benedi^ XIV. who fats conibr 
crated this building^ under pretence that i% 
wa^ fan^fi^d by the Mood (^ntanyCbriftiail 
ma3rtyi% in the dmeft ct periecutioh ; and 
the fame Pope has canfed ieveral ahars to be 
tereded within its circuit. It is now thereof 
fore a holy building, and cannot be plunder^- 
led any moTe without facritege againft the 
fchurchy as well As againft the arts. In one 
^art of the nih^s liyes<i herttnt, who Jis^s the 
frare of a fmal) chapeL All the broken 
arches are pvetrrun with grafs and bufhes^ 
intermixed with abundance of the beautiful 
red anemone. Anemone hortenjis ; and no- 
thing can be more iingularly romantic than 
the views from the upper part, where varf- 
<>us portions of the Campania, with ancient 
^queduds, monuments, and other pidurefque 
pbjeds, are feen through breaks in the 
outer circumference of this vaft ruin, which 
inakes the beft poflible fo^re-ground for fuch 
fcenes, 

s ' t 

The ruins of Caracalla's baths are next 
in iize to thofe of the Colofleunx ; but the 

ground 
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ground about them is fo much enclofed 
in gardens, they are not very acceffible. 

What remains of the baths of Titus are 
fome vaulted chamber^, now fubterraneous, 
and chiefly remarkable for the ancient frefco 
decorations; from whence Raphael borrowed 
his arabefques for the galleries of the Va« 
ticam 

The Theatre of Marcellus has been very 
fine ; but is now in a moft miferable (late, 
encumbered and choaked with wretched 
houfes, and black with dirt and fmoke. 
.Within its walls (lands the Palazzo Orfini, 
in the court of which are fome good fculp*- 
tures. 

Trajan's Column is built of huge entire 
blocks of the finefl white marble, through 
the centre of which the ilair-cafe has been 
cut. We afcended its top by 187 fteps. 
Its fine pedeftal is now dilencumbered from 
rubbifh, and (lands in a funk area about its 
own height, (hewing how much the neigh-* 
bouring ground has been raifed. 

The pyramidal Maufoleum of Caius Cef^ 
tius is perfedly well preferved, and dands 
partly built up in the town-wall near St 

Paul's 
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Paul's gate. The dark fepulchral chamber 
in the centre^ is painted with angds and 
other ornaments. Near it is the burying- 
ground for the Englifli, and other heretics^ 
who are not allowed to be depofited in con- 
fecrated ground, left by that means they 
fhould by accident, perhaps, get to Heaven, 
and Satan be cheated of his juft due ; for it 

« 

feems confecrated burial is a very powerful 
means of admiffion into Paradife; many 
CHriftians laying fo great a firefs upon it, 
that they appear to think it their beft chance, 
»s perhaps it fometimes may. 

Out of the next gate, St. Sebaftian, the 
road leads to the famous fountain of Egeria; 
which has now regained its native wildhd^ 
and is returned to that H^t^^ the lofs of which 
the poet lamented ; 

f* ■ ■■■ quanto pracft^ntius eflet 

*^ Numen aqu2e> viridi fi margine cl^uderet undat^ 

** Herba, ncc ingcnuum violarent marmora to- 

phuiii/' ]vv. Sat, iii. V. i8. 

The dear fpring ari&s from the recefs of 
a ruined vault, where isr a recumbent ftatue 
of the nymph, much damaged. The little 

grcea 
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green lullocks around are fhidded widi encU 

left varieties of the hfia BulbocoiUum^ vnAk 

purple, ydlow, or (mall white flowers ; and 

aH the margin of the fountain is beai^fiillf 

oirer-hung with mofies and fern. 

That gate of Rome called Porta Pia, de* 

figned by Michael Angelo, is remarkable 

for fome of it$ ornaments repre* 

fenting a barber's bafbn and 

towel, which are laid to have been 

farcaftically contrived by the ar- 

chited, to remind the fpeOiator that Pope 

Pius IV. who built it, and wh6m Michael 

Angelo hated^ was the fon of a barber. 

One of the moft pleafant and moft indif* 

penfible excurdons about Rome, is to Tivoli. 

We went thither on the i^th of April, paff- 

jng by the old church of St. Ldrenzo with* 

put the walls, whofe doors were fhut. There 

is nothing extraordinary in its external ap^ 

pearance. The road is rather uninterefting 

in the beginning, Silene pendula greW every 

1/ehere, and the banks were covered with 

Afpbodelus ramofus in full flower, as well as 

varieties of Opbrys aranifera (Spider Orchis) 

and the Orchis rnbra of Jacquin, 

About 
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About fifteen miles from Rome is a fmall • 
lake on the left, a little way out of the road, 
the water of which depofits a very copious 
flony fedimenty encrufting every thing about^ 
it, and forming tophi like the Tivoli flone* 
All the neighbourhood confifts of the fame 
ftone*, on which grows Lichen cartitagineus 
of Lightfoot, and in the interfaces many 
ftarved and dwarfifli plants, among others 
CtfiusfaUcifolius. 

A litde farther on is the fulphureous lake^ 
or Solfatara, which difcharges itfelf by a 
canal of blue turbid water. The floating 
iflands of this lake, are nothing more that| 
congeries of thp roots of rufhes, congluti- 
nated by tiie fediment of the waten Plenty 
of hepatic gas was bubbling up from the 
bottom, which we were foon glad to leave to 

€t wafte its fragrance on the defert air.'* 

Great bufhes of the Judas tree, Cerci$ 
Siliquqfirum^ now in full bloom, contributed 
very much to enliven the fcenery hereaboutSb 
They were as yet deftitute of leaves ; aodt 
their innumerable flowers of a glowing red, 
fet on the dark brown bark, had a moft bril«- 

Uant 
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liant efied:. I heartily wifh Judas had c^o« 
fen fome more vulgar tree to hang himfelf 
upon, that his odious memory might not be 
perpetuated along with this pretty plant. 
Styrax officinale^ Storax tree, likewile pre- 
fented itfelf to us here for the firft time. 

At the bridge called Ponte Lucano is an 
ancient tower, the fepulchre of the Hautia 
£unily, with a^ infcription, to be found in 
De la Lande and Lady Miller. The tower 
itfelf is a fine objeiS:. From hence the 
iight«hand road conducted us to Adrian's 
celebrated villa ; to which fo many of the 
prefent mufeums of Rome have been in- 
debted for their chief riches, and where 
probably innumerable treafures ftill remain 
buried. Its ruins give a high idea of its 
former magnificence ; but they are fo much 
mutilated and over-run with weeds and 
bufhes, that nobody has yet been able to 
make out the* plan of the* whole. It is 
known to have contained theatres, temples 
(efpecially for the Egyptian worfhip), aque- 
ducts, a library, reprefentations of Tartarus 
and Elyfium, with every thing that could 
gratify the tafte and luxury of a very accom- 

pliflxed 



( 287 ) 

pllfhed and powerful . fovereign. A full ao 
count of what it now is, as well as what it 
is fuppofed to have been, may be feen in 
De la Lande, vol. vL p. 267. 

On the vaulted roof of an apartment, 
where many perfons have written their 
names, I met with that of Ferber ; which fo 
ilrongly belied the old adage againft writing 
on a wall, I was proud to infcribe my own 
beneath it. Here we met with a fcorpion, 
Scorpio Europaus^ under a large ilone. It 
was half torpid, and little prepared for attack 
or defence. In fummer thefe ruins moft, 
probably fwarm with fuch infeds, as well . 
as vipers, lizards, &c. yet I would gladly 
encounter them all to meet with a plant of 
the true Balfam of Mecca, Amyrls OpobaU 
Jamumy which Adrian is faid to have culti- 
vated here among many other curious Orien- 
tal plants. It is doubtful, however, whether 
this report has not originated from the Abbe 
Richard's confounding the Balfam tree of 
Mecca with the Styrax; fee his Defer, d^ 
ItaUe^ vol. vi. p. 403. and De la Lande, 
vol. vi. p. 307. The Styrax certainly does 
grow here, and in all tlie hedges about Tivoli, 

as 
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as * CsBfalpmils firft rematked, JDt Ptanth^ 
lib. 2. cap. 34. and may very poffibly have 
been originally brought by Adrian. Its 
native country is Judca, where it produces 
abundance of that fweet arid precious gum 
or refin called Storax; but at Tivoli it 
fcarcely affords any gum, for want of heat j 
and as it has not been found in any other 
ipot approaching to the fame latitude, I very 
much fufped the plant is not a native of Italy4 
Notwithftanding its fruit ripens at Tivoli, it 
never perfects feed in the botanic garden at 
Turin, and ftill lefs in more northern latitudes, 
though it refifts even our f rolls, and flowers 
abundantly every year in the open ground 
at Chelfea. I cannot help remarking here a 
ftriking analogy between Pliny's account^ 
Hi/f. Mund. lib. 12. cap. 25* of the little 
infedts which pierce the Styrax tree, from 
whofe perforations the gum exudes mixed 
with faw-duft, and Mr. Curtis's hiftoty of* « 
the Silpba gftfea^ with its fimilar attacks oii 
the Olier ; fee Tranf. of the Linn. Society ^ 
vol. i. p. 87. The operations of the infeS 
may occafion a difcharge which would fiot 

otherwife 
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Otherwife take placci and that inre£l: may AOC 
exift at Tivoli. 

We returned to the . Ponte Lucano^ and 
continued our road to Tivoli, where we were 
lodged at a miferable inn^ though the beft 
in the place, called the Temple, becaufe it ad-« 
join^ to the famousTemple of the Sibyl, fome 
iay of Vefta, which overhangs a precipice 
looking down on the great cafcade, and 
within whofe facred walls wc were to have 
dined, had not a perverfe fhower of rain * 
prevented us. This beautiful ruin has often 
been delineated, and a cork model of it may 
be feen in the Britifh Mufeum. The white 
walls of the inn are covered with excellent 
{ketches in black chalk, by artiils who have 
been there, and, like us perhaps, confined 
by bad weather. 

In the afternoon we could only view the 
great cafcade, and the Villa d'Efte, from 
which laft is one of the nobleft profpeds ia 
the world ; but the houfe is nearly deferted, 
and the gardens in miferable ruins. This 
•wras formerly a princely palace, built by the 
Cardinal Hippolitp d'Efte^ to whom Ariofto 
dedicates his Orlando Furiofo. I know not 
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whether one ought to regret the deftrUifliott 
of luch very abfurd gardens as. thcfe feem to 
have been, with their fquirfing water-works 
making funs, ftars,and coats of arms; bad mo- 
dels in ftucco, about three or four feet high; of 
the Pantheon and other buildings of Rome, 
among formal terraces and grottos of a tafte- 
lefs defign ; all which would be much better 
av/ay, and then the majeftic cyprefs and 
other trees, harmonizing with the natural 
'features of the place, w^ould make it truly 
beautiful* 

The cathedral of this Ihabby town has 
unfortunately taken the place of a famous 
temple of Hercules, and contains nothing 
to compenfate for* its intrufion. The fee is 
occupied by the renowned Cardinal Duke 
of York, who now condefcends, from his 
eccleliaftical dignity, to affume the flimfy 
title of Henry IX, king of Great Britain, 
&c. &c. He feems not, however, very 
likely to accomplifli the old prophecy: 

*' Hei>ry VIII. pulled down mr>i;!<s and their cells, 
** Henry IX. fnail pull down biiliops and their bells 






I was told of an apt, though fomewhat 

uncivil 
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Uncivil ban mot of another Cardinal, who 
being troubled by this great perfonage about 
fome bufinefs he did not like, faid to thofe 
near him, " Thefe people are always an in- 
cumbrance to every body." 

Next morning, the, weather being more 
favourable, our cicerone conducted us to the 
cafcade, and ihewed it in all its difFerent 
points of view. It is vaftly more copious 
than the fountain' of Vauclufe, as well as 
more divided and varied, falling from a 
much greater height, and over greater Va- 
riety of ground. We then proceeded about 
two miles along a road that winds round the 
hills to the eaft, from every ftep of which 
are moft enchanting views of xht various 
lefler cafcades, with infinitely diverfified 
landfcapes, ornamented with gtoves of olive 
and. other trees, buflies of the beautiful 
Styraxy here in full flower, as was the Scor- 
pion Senna (Coronilla Emerus\ and the Judas 
tree, the whole being interfperfed with bold 
tufts of the great Aloe in the moft pi£tu- 
refque manner. Nothing can be more charm- 
ing than thefe fcenes j no wonder they are 
fo celebrated. Sometimes the landfcape 

Ut with 
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with the buildings of Tivoli, the temple, 
and the vaft plain of Rome beyond, re- 
fembles a pidure of Pouflin*s; in other 
points of view, with the noble cafcades and 
rocks, and the towering mountains above, it 
recalls the more majeftic fcenes of Salvator 
Rofa. We regretted nothing but the bad 
weather, which ftill perfecuted us, and pre- 
vented our enjoying this charming place in 
perfedion. 

We afterwards defcended from our inn, 
to a moft romantic fpot at the bottom of the 
great cafcade ; from whence that vaft body 
of water is feen to come tumbling and foam* 
ing over the rocks, and through the caverns, 
in which it appears to he loft when feen 
from above. This place is called Neptune's 
Grotto. The fteep defcent to it is through 
a natural fhrubbery of Coronilla Emerus^ 

m 

interfperfed with Cyclamen^ Hyacintbus co^ 
moftts (crefted Hyacinth), and Iris Florentina^ 
the large blue Florentine Iris, all in flower. 
—We returned to Rome in the evening. 

Nothing remains for me to fay of Rome^ 
but fome remarks concerning natural hiftory, 

beginning 
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beginning with plants, in the order in which 
we found them in flower. 

March 30. In the grafs-plats of Villa 
Medicis, Hyacintbus Romanus grows in great 
abundance. Its flowers are fmall, inodorous, 
white with blue ftainina, by no means orna- 
mental. We brought bulbs to England as 
a rarity. I do not know a figure of this 
hyacinth. 

Pbalaris utrlculata was now flowering 
every where. We little thought we had 
been all along treading under foot fo rare a 
grafs, while it lay latent, according to the 
Linnsean idea, under the mafk of its herbage. 
Linnseus never faw a fpecimen of this fpecies, 
but inferted it in his fecond. edition of 
Species Plantarum, on the authority, as it 
ihould feem, of Bauhin, ifa whofe Theatrum, 
p. 44. fig. 4, it is not ill figured. After* 
wards, by an unaccountable error, he men- . 
tions it in his Mantifla, p. 322, as fcarcely 
different from Pbalaris paradoxa^ though 
diftinguifhed by Tournefort (Gramcnfpka^ 
turn pratenfe^ /pica ex utriculo ^prodeunte.' 
Tourn. Inft. 519). 1 hey are, neverthelefs, 
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abundantly di(lin£t, as Linnaeus would have 
perceived had he feen both. The following 
fynonyms belong to the above : Ph. utricu* 
lata, Scopoli Del. Infubr. fafc. i. 28. /. 1 2. 
Dick/on s Dried Plants^ N. 3. 

Gramen alopecuroides, fpica brevi pur- 
purea ex utriculo prodeunte, C. B. Morif. 
Hi/l. V. ^.fe£l. 8. t. /^ f. 19. 

G. pratenfe Dalechampiu Hift. hugdn 

April 2. Trifolium refupinatum on the 
fteps of Trinita de' Monti. 1 know not on 
what authority Linnaeus fays this is a native 
of England. 

Polycarpon tetrapbyllum^ and 
Parietaria lujitanicay in the fame place. 

JpriL 3. At the Villa Borghefe, 

Orchis morio of various hues. 

Orchis militaris in bud. 

Orchis rubra ^ Jacq. Coll. v. i. 6q. Ic. ran 
t. 183. This beautiful plant is a variety of 
0. papilionacea of Linnasus, with a fmaller 
lip than it is found with in Africa. Jacquin 
defcribed his rubra from a bad drawing fent 

him 
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him from Rome, with the petals too much 
expanded, which mifled him to make it a 
new fpecies. 

We were not fo fortunate as to meet with 
his Ophrys crucigera^ which I fufped: to be a 
variety of 0. apijira j.pcrhsips inaccurately 
drawn likewife. 

Ophrys adracbnites of moft authors was 
abundant in all the grafs-plats, with a ftem 
twelve or fourteen inches high. This feems 
different from our Englifh Q. aranifera^ 
Sowerby's Engl. Bot. t. ^^ ; the lip of the 
ne£tary is more expanded, membranous and 
undulated in the margin; but I fcarcely 
know a permanent fpecific diftindion. This 
Roman plant is the kind moft commonly 
defcribed by authors. , 

Scilla campanulata^ Ait. Hort. K^w. v. i. 
444. Curt. Mag. t. 128. very plentiful. 

TUeligonum Cyndcrambey not far from the 
Etrufcan altar. 

j^pril 14. Orchis militaris was now in 
perfedion at the Villa Borghefe, ufually with 
a narrow lip ; but we alfo found the broad 
lipped variety, called by Jacquin 0. moravkay 

U 4 " Coll. 
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Coll. v» !• 6i. Ic. rar. L 182, and which 
differs in no refped: from that figured in 
Sowerby's Englifh Botany, tab, 1 6, except 
in having a paler flower. Wherever this 
Ipecies occurs^ intermediate varieties, both 
as to the colour of the petals and form o£ 
the lip, may generally be found. All its 
varieties have the property of fmelling like 
melilot, or new hay, as they dry, which I 
never perceived in any other of this tribe* 

Teucrium Jlavum^ and 

Tracbelium ccsruleum frequently occur on 
the walls of Rome, but they were not now 
in flower. 

Sonchus tenerrlmus grows in the fame fitu- 
atlons, flowering perpetually, and is eaten 
by the common people as a fallad. 

Jlprtl 20. We vifited the Botanic Garden, 
near the Foutana Paolina, and never exa- 
mined one more indigent. Not a new or 
interefting plant to confole us. There was 
indeed plenty of the two fpecies of Mdian^ 
thus in . flower, and Potentjlla anferlna was 
.ihewn us in a pot as a very curious and 
beautiful plant. The latter quality certainly 
5 cana(Jt 
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cannot be denied, but k grows as commonly 
on all the wafte ground and ditch banks in 
Italy as in England, and every where elfc. 
The gardener appeared very ignorant, and 
ieemed to know notiring of either Toume^ 
fort or Linnaras, but the names he ufed 
were chiefly thj^e of the former ; and when 
we enquired it botany was taught here on 
the Linnaean principles, he thought we were 
aiking for fome ^cies of Unum. 

We diligently learched many of the nu^ 
merous bookfellers' (hops near the famous 
ilatue of Pafquin, by the Piazza Navona, 
but with little fucicefs. They told us 
Columna's works complete were worth 
twenty fequins, in which inftance they 
were rather too knowing than Ignorant, 
Monaldini, in the Corfo, is an intelligent 
bookfeller, well furnifhed with modem pub* 
lications. Here I got Maratti*s rare TraAs. 

The weather at Rome was far from uni- 
formly pleafant during our ftay. We had 
much rain, many dull days, and fome very 
cold ones, though no fnow* The moft dif^ 
agreeable and unwholefome circumftance in 
the climate of Italy is the cold wind that 

occaiion- 
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occafionally blows from the mountains for a 
day or two, often with fuch piercing feve- 
rity, that no exercife, . even in the funfliine, 
can keep the body warm. This we expe- 
rienced on the 2 2d of April* It was pre- 
ceded and followed by very bright mild 
weather. 
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CHAP, XXXL 



FROM ROME, BY LORETTO, TO BOLOGNA* 



__^ ^ HE faithful Diego Baroncello 

engaged to convey us by Loretto to Bologna 
for eighteen fequins, all expences on the 
road included. We fet out after an early 
dinner, and, pafling through the Porta del 
Popolo, caft many a " longing lingering look 
behind." The laft object of which we loft 
fight, was the dome of St. Peter's, from a 
hill a few miles diftant. The arrival at 
Rome, and the departure from it, are two 
moments in a journey to Italy never to be 
forgotten. 

The afternoon was fine, and the country 
^ore the face of fummer. Every thing 
looked verdant and luxuriant, not having as 
^et fuffered from drought. J/phqcitlus ra^ 
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ntf/iiSy Cents Jiliquqftrum^ and Ferula com-- 
munis y I believe, were ftill in flower. 

Slept at Caftello Nuovo, nineteen miles 
from Rome, or rather in an inn near this 
little town, the view from which was very 
rich. Two Auguftine monks joined us at 
fupper. After I was gone to bed, their coa- 
verfation with Dr. Younge turned on the 
great piety of the late king James III. of 
England, probably to found our political 
fentiments. 

jlpril 26. Early in the morning, pafled 
Mount Sora<9e, mentioned by Horace, which 
is now corrupted (as Addifon well remarks) 
into St. Orefte, and then came to Civita 
Cailellana, the ancient Veise, thirty-fi>ur 
(niles from Rome. This town is fingulariy 
fituated on a peaked rock, fcarcely acceffible 
but on one fide, and commanding beautiful 
profpeifts; the furrounding country being 
extremely romantic, particularly a deep rpcky 
Talley on the north fide. Here the Fraxinus 
Ornus^ flowering afli, was in bloom. This 
^ is the tree which produces manna. 

The principal church is rich in old mo- 
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iaic, but its pidures are not good. After t 
piDOP dinner upon kid, drefled in various 
manners, the ftaple food of Italian trayellingy 
and which is often fo various in qualitjr, that 
fome have thought its place is occafionally 
fupplied by a canine rcprefentative, we came 
to Borghetto, a little miferable hamlet near 
the Tiber, which river we crofled for the 
laft time. Here is a good bridge, and the 
valley is rich and pifturefque. 

After paffing through Otricoli, cime to a 
very good folitary inn, called la Vigna^ about 
fourteen miles from CIvita Caftellana. The 
waiter would have put us both into one bed, 
but on remonftrating, we obtained two very 
decent ones. We aflced why he had npt 
given us a very good room with two beds,^ 
in which he depofited the two Auguftines 
who came after us ? He replied, ** becaufe 
unptifico (a confumptive perfon) had lately 
died there, and we being young; might 
^* catch the diforder.** I thought of Smol- 
let's ftory of the Eretico Inglefe.' This is a 
beautiful and fertile country. The evening 
however was dull and cold, infomuch tha^ 
we were glad of a fire. Candles are feldom 
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tifed in this or any other pirts of Italy, hut 
in their ftead oil, in tolerably neat bra& 
lamps. 

j^pril 2 7. We purfued our journey through 
Narni, a pretty confiderable town, which 
commands a noble and beautiful valley. The 
ftately remains of Auguftus's bridge may 
be feen at the diftance of about a mile. .A 
good level road brought us to' Temi. Hired 
a calafh to take us to the celebrated cafcade, 
about four miles diftant, the road to which 
is very bad and hilly. A cicerone fixed 
himfelf on the back of our chaife, and we 
were peftered with boys bringing trumpery 
petrefaftions to fell ; all which impertinences 
are very difagreeable when one comes to 
contemplate a grand natural objeiSt. 

This noble cafcade, by far the fineft I 
. ever faw, and efteemed the firft in Europe, 
is formed by the river Velino, which fud- 
denly precipitates itfelf from a perpendiculsjf 
height, by fome reckoned 1871 palms, or 
about 468 yards, but this is evidently an ex- 
aggeration. De la Lande calls it only 200 
feet} but Addifon and the Abbe Richard 
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ai*e perhaps- neareft the- truth kireckoumg 
it 300, The laft mentioned author, gives, 
gn animated and charaderiftic defcriptioa of 
this water-fal^; which .De .la. Laxide paflfes. 
pver in cold brevity, and which Addifon 
iUnks " has fomething more aftoniThiog i, 
it than all the water-works of Verfailles !'* 
Pythis exprcflion wemayfee^howmuch thofe 
pompous nothings really impofed on perfon^ 
of tafte in the. time of their - novelty, fince 

even an Addifon could think of them whea 

^ ■ .* * 

he was looking at the cafcade of Terni* 

The body of water is commonly not more 
perhaps than that of Vauclufe, but the fall 
fifty times as great, and the furrounding 
country much more rich and beautiful A 
vaft mift rifes perpetually from the cafcade, 
and indeed the whole body of water feems 
turned into mift, and looks like vtrool qr 
cotton as it falls. It is really tremendous to 
ftand in a little ruined building which over- 
hangs the gulf, and whofe foundations ate 
in a conftant tremor from the concuffion of 
the water. After its fall it joins the river 

Nera in the valley below* We ought to 

have 



hitve deicended to fee the cafi:ade ftom that 
j[>oiiM: of view, but had not time. 

From Temi we proceeded through % 
mountainous country, refembling Provence, 
accompanied with much rain, to Spolete; 
leaving the great old aquedud on the left, 

as our inn was. without the town walls^^ 

» 

This aquedufl: appeared to confift of a fin- 
gle row of arches j the height is faid to be 
300 feet, the length at the top 6co* It extends 
from* one hill to another, like the Pont du 
Gard. ^ . 

j^ril 2S. We fet out at four. The mom«^ 
tng was dull, and mifts hung about the hills ; 
but the fun gradually difperfcd them, and 
unveiled a moft interefting Jandfcape. Our 
road lay through a vaft plain, richly cultivated 
with corn and vines, and bounded by hills 
dad with olive trees, and ftuck with towns, 
convents, and cottages. Paflcd a fine copi- 
ous fpring, the fource of the Gitumnus, 
and > beautiful little antique temple, now 
turned into a chapel, plofe to the road 

All the hedges were full of Spiraa hype^ 
rlcifolja^ Italian May, in flower. This plant 

is 
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Is ikid^ by authors^ to comq, from Ganadai 
yet it is to all appearance perfeftly wild in 
diis part of Italy* Its common Englilh 
HaUie feems to confirm this opinion; nor 
hav6 I any fpecimen of it among the North 
American plaAts Kalm gave to Linnaeus. 
Cercis Siliquq/lfum Was prettily intermixed 
with itj and Campanula Speculum^ Venus's 
looking-gkfs, grew by the road fide, with a 
yellow rough-leaved AlyJJum^ probably the 
montanum. I collected a fingular orange- 
coloured gummy exudation from the vines. 

We left on the right hand the town of 
Trevi, which (lands oil a hill^ apparently com- 
manding a very extenfive profpeft ^ and came 
to Foligno^ a capital town, i too miles from 
Roma Here, of courfe, we went to fee 
Raphael^s piAufe at the Convent of the 
Countefles, mentioned in every book. It is 
not in his very bell mannef. The Virgin 
is not pleafing ; St. John and St. Jerome are 
good. In the cathedral is a large filver 
ftatue, made about fifty years agOj of St. 
Felix, the third bifhop of this town, who fuf- 
fered martyrdom under the Emperor Decius. 
It is partly gilt, and fet with feveral pre- 
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cious ftones. Its chair is fifcewife of fiWet^ 

» 

with a good bas-relief of the death of flic 
faint on its back. On the breaft of this fta- 
tue is a portion of the cranium of St. Felix, 
fet in cryftal, with rubies and emeralds about 
it ; and they boaft here the pofTeffion of onie 
of his arms. The reft of his body is in 
France. The ftatue is carried In proceffion 
ibout the town once a year. The canopy 
over the altar of this church is made after 
that of St. Peter's at Rome, but of courfi? 
much fmaller. Some Latin verfes inform 
us part of the Virgin's hair is preferved 
there, as well as of the crown of thorns, 
and they call upon us to adore the thorns of 
the thunder er ! 



€1 ^ . I, ■ fpinafque tonantis adora ! 
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In the afternoon we began to afcend the 
l^pennlnes. Paffed a village very pleafantly 
fituated in a deep valley, through which runs 
a rivulet, forming numbers of very beautiful 
cafcades. Arrived at Serravalle, a poor little 
town, twenty miles from Foligno, ftanding 
Very high in the Apennines, in a ftraight 
pafs, which has been well fortified. The 

. afternoon 
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.yternoon was exccffively rainy, and the road 
very tedious; The trees and fhrubs were as 
backward as thofe aboiit Rome in the end 
of February, and Anemone Apennina was 
but now in bloom, with TuJJilago hybridu. 
Luxurious travellers would have found our 
inn at Serravalle very wretched and gloomy; 
.but the people here, and in moft parts 
bf this road, are modeft and obliging. Ci- 
vility covers a multitude of fins, for what 
is it but pne form of Chrillian charity ? 

April 29. "Wc crofled the river Chienti^ 
juft below its fource. The road led wind- 
ing along a valley by the fide of this river, 
with high rocky hills around* The weather 
continued cold and rainy, and the plants 
wore the appearance of March. Beginning 
to defcend into a milder climate, we came to 
Valcimara, 136 miles from Rome. 

On a Httle hill, at the back of the inn, I 
gathered Orchis variegata^ Jacq. Ic. ran and 
Colledt. vol. 2. 267. Thymus alpinusj 
Thlafpi faxatile^ an Ophrys with a red flower, 
apparently a variety of 0. anthropophora^ 
Ophrys apifera a variety,. Globularia vulgaris^ 

X2 Rhus 
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Ithus Cotinus^ cultivated here for tanning 
leather, and called Scotino^ Onofma ecbioidcsj 
Column, Ecphn 183, which feems to be a 
diftin£t fpecies from the Linnaean variety (]S) 
found about Montpellier, being lefs hairy, 
and the briftles on the leaves arc curioufly 
ftellated at their bafe. Here alfo grew 
Orohancbe majof^ which, when frefh, fine/t 
ftrongly of cloves,^ a circumftance mentioned 
by the old botanifts j but I never found it in 
our Englifh Broom Rape* I fufpeft there 
are more fpecies than one commonly con- 
founded under this name* The hoftler's 
boys feeing us gather plants, brought feveral, 
and feemed acquainted with moft of the 
common things. Cents Siliquajirum they 
called Dagutgno^ or fome fuch name. It is 
put to no ufe. 

After dinner we came to Tolentino, the 
country improving upon us very faft, but 
the rain continuing. By the road fide, on 
a bank, juft beyond this town, I for the 
firft time faw Clathrus cancellatuSy and^ to 
the great aftonifhment of our voiturin, leap^ 
ed into the mud to gather it. Unluckily it 
was rather too far advanced, and broke on 

the 
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*he flighteft touch. I was never fo fortu- 
nate as to meet with it again, Bulliard has 
admirably figured this curious fungufi in his 
Champignons y tab. 441, by the name of 
Clatbrus volvaceus. It is faid to be com-^ 
mon in France, efpecially in the fouth, as 
.well ^s in Italy, At Florence it is called 
fuoco falvaticoy or wild fire. The colour ig 
light red ; the texture like that of very 
Ipongy bread foaked in water. The volva 
white, lined with mucxis, find fmelling like 
common fungi. The odour of the r^d part, 
though not ftrong, is nauf^ufly cadaverous, 
and is compared by Battarra, Fung. Artmin. 
a/^ to the fniell of a fepulchre ; a compa- 
rifon which we cannot fo readily verify in 
England, becaufe although we, like the Ita- 
lians, ftill contiriue the abominable and fut^ 
perftitjous cuftom of burying in towns ancj 
churches, our vaults are lefs confined than 
thofe in Italy, by which mean? their va-s- 
pours, though more ingenioufly diffufed for 
the propagation of infe<3:ion and general 
iicklinefs, are not fo perceptible to the fenfes. 
The road lay along a rich and beautiful 
cpuntry to Macerate, ^ handfome town on 
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a hill, with a gate built like ^ triumplia| 
arch, 154 miles from Rome. We did not 
enter it, but flept at an inn by the gate, 
from ^iwhence is an extenfive view every 

V2LJ. 

April 30. We accompliflied our pilgrim- 
age to Loretto, feventeen miles farther, 
Loretto Hands on a hill, three miles from the 
Adriatic coaft, in a country I think the fineft 
and mpft beautiful pf the cultivated kind I 
^ver faw. The town is faid to contain ten 
thoufand inhabitants, ^hich feems incredit 
ble, unlefs this reckoning includes Ricenati, 
a pretty l^rge and handfpme tpwn, th^ capi^ 
tal of the diftri£t, and five miles from Lo^ 
retto in our road thlthen On arriving at 
^he inn, we were foon addrefl?d by numbers 
of women who fell chaplets of beads of 
various materials, filver erodes, medals, &c, 
fillets with the exa<ft meafprements of the 
Virgin and Child, an infallible cure for the 
headach, and the pains of child-birth, with 

various other holy relicks \ of which we laid 
in a large ftock to prefent to our friends in 
lEngUnd, taking care, afterwards, to hav^ 

them 
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them touched with the holy porringier and 
houfe, to make them, as Lady Miller fays, 
as efficacious as poffible. We expended 
fcventeen pauls for a filver Madonna and 
fbme artificial flowers, to adorn the hat of 
our voiturin, as we were told it could not 
be difpenfed with, Thefe poor fellows pre- 
ferve fuch things as trophies, to fliew how 
jnaany times they have been at Loretto. 

Nothing in Italy has been more talked of, 
or more fully defcribed and animadverted 
upon iby all travellers, than the woilderp and 
ireafures of the holy houfe. Whether its 
.coming hither be a miracle or not, the credit 
it Jias obtained is furely miraculous, • The 
biftory of its removal from Nazareth, by 
^ngels, needs not be repeated, as it may be 
feen at length, with the fupport of many 
teftimpnies and fpecious arguments to back 
them, in Father Gillibrand's letter, given by 
Lady Miller, Neverthelefs, all Catholics do 
not think it incumbent on them to believe 
this as gofpel ; and wicked heretics ftill take 
the liberty of laughing at the Santa Cafa*a 
'cxpence. It may not however be amifs for 
them to be wife^ as well as merry, and to 

X 4 be 
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be warned on all fych occafions by die ex* 
^mple of a very eminent traveller, who haa 
indulged his lively genius upon the fubje<3; 
of another famous Madonna, that of the 
.Tyrol. Unluckily for this pleafant writer, 
his French tranflator was infpired by the 
Holy Virgin to take up the matter ferioufly^ 
and has thus but too much the advantage. . 
There are two ways of ifeeing every 
thing, Thefe Madonnas, and their mum« 
mery, in on^ point of view ^re below con^ 
tempt ; and this many well know, befides 
thofe who laugh at them. Confidered ia 
another light, they are powerful inftruments, 
not merely of fpiritual tyranny, for that is 
their abufe, but of piety and virtue. What*- 
ever fuch legends may be to enlightened 
minds, they have to the vulgar all the force 
of gofpel ; and it is but juftice to the impa- 
ctions (as we think them) of the R^omiih 
church, to fay they are at prefent feldom fet 
at variance with morality. The abufes and 
corruptions of this church concern the higher 
orders of the community, who defcrve no 
pity if they be mifled by them ; the vulgar 
are much the bell direded, and the moft 
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fiirtuoufly inftruded. It is the intereft of both 
church and ftate, that they fhould be induftrU 
ous, fober^ and honeft^ They have no money 
to buy ofF their offences ; or at lead they 
Jiave nf)t enough to compenfate for the diC- 
Stdvantage which would accrue to the church, 
firom their becoming idle and licentious. 
Confeilion is a powerful reftraint upon their 
morals ; and I am credibly informed it is a 
maxim with priefts never to grant abfolution 
for robbery, but upon condition of reftitution 
being made to the injured party. Other in- 
ilances of good fenfe, and fome even of 
tolerant liberality in pariih priefts, who in 
^11 countries are the moft valuable part of 
the clergy, have come under my knowledge. 
The flocks and ftones, the people are taught 
to worfliip, arc dreffed out to their imagina- 
tion with attributes of Teditude and be- 
nignity, borrowed from the pure idea of an 
intelledual deity j for fo congenial are virtue 
and benevolence to the human mind, that 
no fyftem of worfhip could fupport itfelf 
without their femblance; and even thofe 
jnoft corrupt in principle, would have little 
^Ufcefs in pradice, without a conftant appeal 

to 
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to the eternal law written in our hearts. At 
to forms, the mind will aflbciate its concep-? 
tions with fenfible objedls. The devotion 
of fome perfons is beft excited in a choir, of 
'Others in a conventicle, and of others in the 
holy houfe of Loretto j but *' e/ie is tbeir 
f&tber^ e%>en G^d^ 

Let me not, however, be mifunderftood 
-as the defender of prkftcraft and fttperftition, 
^ar be from me the odious principle of fceep-? 
ing any rank pf mankind in the daii, nor 
will I apologize for all the abufes at Loretto, 
Some of them are fo grofs and idolatrous, 
it is wonderful the church itfelf has not for- 
bidden them. Among other things in the 
fand:uaiy, is a tablet of filver, with a long 
firing of invocations to the Virgin by dif- 
ferent names, with Ora pro nobis after each. 
This the church authorizes ; but it furely 
does not authorize the r dicks being addrefled 
too in the fame manner, and yet we pofl- 

tively faw, with our own eyes, the following 
amcngft others : 

** ^mita fcodcllay ora pro fiotisT' 
Holy porringery pray for us! 

If it be faid the church only tolerates tliis 

ab\iie^ 
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ibufe, as it tolerates the corporeal reprefen-* 
tations of God the Father ; I would affc 
why the church is fo tolerant in matters that 
tend to keep its flocks in ignorance, and fa 
very vigilant againft every thing by which 
they may by chance be enlightened ? 

What we were fhewn for this holy por-» 
ringer, is evidently a -piece of earthen ware 
of the country, painted blue and yellow 
like thofe pots attributed to Raphael, of 
which here is a fine colfe£lion in the apothcr 
pary's fhop of the convent, done for the 
Duke - of XJrbin, and left by him to this 
phurch % The town of Faenza, between 
Loretto and Bologna, has long been famous 
for the manufadory ; whence this kind of 
"jware is called, in French, Fayence. It re* 
iembles clumfy delft, and a coarfe fort i* 
]pfed every where in this country, 

I muft beg leave to correft a few remarks 
pf Lady Miller. She fays, after De la Lande, 
the marble cafmg of the holy houfe, which 
|lands infulated under the dome of the great 

* One of the moft capital afTemblagcs of this ware 
is at Narford, in Norfolk, the celebrated feat of Mr. 
Fountayne, There is one piece in the LeverianMufeum. 

church, 
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church, is ** loaded with various ornaments 
of fculpture, all heavy, and ill done." Yet 
De la Lande confefles it is reckoned one of 
the fine things of Italy, fo that he blundered 
with his eyes open. I will do Lady Miller 
the juftice to fuppofe flie fliut her's, and only 
copied his book afterwards. This edifice, 
defigned by Bramante, and executed by 
Sanfoyino, early in the fixteenth century, the 
golden age of modern art, appeared to us fo 
remarkably elegant as well as rich, and the 
ftatues and alto-relievos {o finely executed, 
we could not fufficiently admire it. De la 
Lande has fometimcs ftrange ideas of build- 
ings being over-charged with ornaments, 
not diftinguifhing between fimplicity and 
richnefs of defign. The fame ftyle is not 
fuitable to a fhrine and a citadel ; and if a 
profufion of decoration be proper any where, 
it is furely in this building. The archited: 
has taken advantage of the fingular felicity 
of its fituation (under cover) to indulge a 
luxuriance and refined elegance of tafte and 
execution, which can fo rarelv be ufed in 
the external part of any building, and tQ 
keep pace with which, the infide ought to bp 
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abfoliitely a fairy palace^ Accordingly We 
find within this beautiful covering a blaze 
of gold and diamonds, and the ftill more 
efteemed walls of the holy houfe, the great 
objed to which all eyes and fteps are di- 
redied. 

The fame intelligent authorefs feexhs no 
lefs miftaken in her opinion of the jewela. 
What we faw upon the Virgin, confifted of 
a fort of bell-hoop, entirely covered with 
diamonds, many of them as large as a hazel 
nut, and their whole number is faid to be 
6064. This was given by Philip IV. of 
Spain. Its value is notorious, and there can 
be fcarcely a fufpicion of imperfedion, much 
lefs of any counterfeit ftones, in fuch a gift. 
I have no doubt that all the votive offerings 
which are public donations of princes, are 
what they appear to be. They are the of- 
ferings of devotioo, and one can much more 
readily fufpeft the givers of fuperftition, 
than of fo very heinous and facrilegious a 
crime as any fraud in fuch matters would be 
thought. In the treafury I am very fure 
Tv^e faw and examined, among its dazzling 
and ftupendous riches, many ftones, of the 
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genuinenefs of whicliy as well as their beailtj^ 
and magnificence,- there can be no doabt^ 
Whatever all the reft may be, I can, as a 
naturalift, fpeak to one curiofity, certainly 
no lefs genuine than invaluable, a natur^ 
mafs of emeralds in their native cryftals,^ 
each three or four inches long, fticking in a 
white quartz rock, prefented by Philip IVi 
of Spain. The larger cryftals are about 
forty-two, the fmaller eighty-five. This is 
one of the greateft curiofities at Loretto. 
Small fpecimens of the fame kind, and thofe 
very valuable, may be feen in the Britifh 
Mufeum. 

It is remarkable that, among the contri- 
butors to this treafury, we meet with fcarcely 
any iiluftrious names, except Queen Chriftina, 
who, on her abdication, gave her regalia to 
the Virgin ; an oftenfible and not ill-judged 
adl of piety. The other princes upon re- 
cord are chiefly fuch contemptible and ufe- 
lefs ones, to fay the beft of them, as Henry III. 
of France, and Philip IV. of Spain. The 
latter has given more than any body. 

The room where moft of thefe riches 
are preferved, in glafs cafes, contains a moft 

admirable 
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Sadmirable Virgin and Child by Raphael^ 
coloured in his beft manner. I wonder the 
Manuel does not mention this picture. An 
Englilh nobleman is faid to have offered 
8000 fequins for it. 

The bronze doors of the ..great church are 
the fineft we have feen, and, if my memory 
did not deceive me, much fuperior to thofe 
of Pifa. 

So much is the marble pavement round 
the holy houfe worn, by devout knees, that 
it is obliged to be replaced about every 
tweftty-five years. At certain hours a prieft 
attends in the fanduary to touch, with the 
holy porringer, any thing the people bring 
for that purpofe, whether child-bed linen, 
prefents for diftant friends, or other things 
wifhed to be particularly fortunate. This 
is done gratis, and the concourfe of people 
on that errand is amazing. 

May I . We left this famous place early* 
The r6ad was crowded with pilgrims, fing-* 
ing and bare-headed. The country is beau- 
tiful, with fine views of the Adriatic ; but 
€ven at tliis feafon we had very cold weather. 

7 Hyachitbta 
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tiydcittibtts Ronianus grows abundantly abditf 

LorettOi 

Ancona lies a mile out of the great roaiL 
We left our carriage at an inn, and walked 
into thd town. It is a free port, with a 
good harbour, of which the town com-* 
mands a pleafant view. The arch, dedicated 
to Trajan, on the mole^ is a very elegant an-^ 
tiquity, but fmall, built of blue and white 
iParian marble, like the pillars of St Petct 
in Vincolis at Rome. The veins of this 
marble refembk in colour thofe of the com* 

« 

mon Carara, but they are ftraighter and left 
branched ; the cryftalline grain of the ftone 
is alfo larger, which is efteemed a beauty. 

Here is a Lazaretto defigned by Vanvitelli j 
and built in a pentagonal form, as well as 
a little chapel in the centre of its court. The 
latter is admired, I think, without much rea^ 
fon. The Exchange has a tolerably painted 
ceiling ; but its front, mentioned in the Ma^ 
nuely is a bad gothic paltry thing. 

After dinner we proceeded to Sinigaglia, 
amid troops of pilgrims. This is a fortified 
town. Our baggage was flightly vifited at 
{he Dogana or cufiom-houfe, by the moft 

civil 



{ 521 y 

cjtil oflBcers we have met witlij add feal^d^ 
by our defire, that it might pafs without more, 
trouble to Bologna. Walking on the pier, 
and by the fea-fide, we picked up a few 
fliells of little value^ but no plants. A fifher- 
man had juft caught, among prawns, that 
fingular infedt Cancer Mantis^ which we faw 
likewife at Ancona. About this town, and 
all along the hedges near the fea, grows the 
^reateft plenty of Tamarilk, Tamarix gallica^ 
which we obferved the fheep preferred to 
all other food, never touching any othei: 
vegetable while that remained. 

May 2. A moft terribly cold day, with 
much rain, and a violent north-^eafl wind, 
called here Scirocco ; we rode along the coaft 
to Marotto, a folitary poft-houfe, in whofe 
ipacious chimney we were glad to flielter 
ourfelves, crouching over a few half^glowing 
embers, till the weather became fomewhat 
more tolerable. It feems that every unfa- 
vourable wind is denominated Scirocco in 
Italy. In the fouth-weft that name is ap* 
plied to the hot fufFpcating blafls frora 
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A&ica ; in the north-eaft it means the cold 
bleak winds from the Alps. 

In the afternoon we pafled clofe to the 
little walled town of Fano, and about five 
arrived at Pefaro, a very neat well-built little 
place, fomething like parts of Florence. The 
churches afforded nothing to fix our atten- 
tion. Near the piazza is an indifierent ftatue 
of Pope Urban VIIL 

May 3* Faffed through a fhabby place 
called la Cattolica, and over the bridge men-* 
tioned in the Manuel^ at which there is now 
no toll. This country is flat, but tolerably 
cultivated, and the common people look 
decent and comfortable. We entered Ri- 
mini by the triumphal arch, ereded by Ti- 
berius to Auguftus, which the Manuel plsic^ 
at the other end o£ the town. This arch is 
pretty entire, large, but not elegant. It is 
too wide for its height, with only a finglc 
column on each fide the opening, and a 
very mean pediment. At the oppofite en- 
trance of Rimini, is the noble antique bridge 
of St. Julian, built of marble, and in very 
good repair. Its profile is remarkably hand- 

fome. 



fome^ A paltty lilde pedcftal in tfe^marijetv 
place told us Csefur harangued, hijs. foldierfr 
there, after paffing the Rubicon, which we 
did not thiak it iacumbent upon us exadly 
to' belie ve. 

This town has fufFered'much of late by 
earthquakes, and a (hock was felt the week 
before our arrival. 

Our road lay through the fmall town of 
Savignano, in which great numbers of count- 
try people were colledtjed to fee a horfe-race, 
«nd ithe road was crowded with people going 
thither. They were in holiday drefles, and 
bad a pleafing air of cheerfulnefs and good- 
hutnour^ The country i's flat, apparently 
very fruitful. 

Between Rimiai and Savignano Aands thp 
town of Archangelo, with a very handfome 
triumphal arch, ereded in honour of the 
late Pope Oanganelli. This ftruflure is of 
brick, with white ftone Doric pillars, in a 
very good tafte. 

We flept at Ccfene, a large and very po- 
pulous town of handfome appearance, the 
birth-place of the prefent Pope Pius VIj 
JBiafchi. .Here is an old brick caftle, and a 
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very noble bridge of the fame materials, 
begun, I believe, by Clement XII. and finiih* 
ed by his prefent Holinefs, who has done 
feveral things for the improvement of his 
native town. 

The people here feemed very devout 
The women, however, did not always carry 
their eyes on the ground j for they leemed 
not unfkilful in the art of ogling from under 
their fquare black hoods. 

The coffee ufed in this country is remark- 
able for being very little roafted, refembling 
ale in colouf when made. It is the common 
beverage of the people, as well as in pidft 
other parts of Italy. Even the labourers 
will not go to work' in a morning before 
they have been at the cofiee-houfe. They 
eat very little, if any thing, along with it. 

May 4. We left Cefene at half paft foUr^ 
and were obliged to have recourfe to one of 
thefe vulgar coflfee-houfes, none of the gen- 
teeler fort being then open. The road lay 
through a pleafant cultivated country to 
Forli, which has fuffered a little from the 
late earthquakes ; and from thence to Faenza, 

in 
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in Latin Faventia, celebrated for its earthen 
ware already mentioned. Moft of thefe 
towns are built with covered ways for foot 
paflengers, very commodious both in hot 
and rainy weather. In a grove of willows 
by the river fide I found Sa/ix triandra^ and 
obfcrved that kind of dripping from the 
leaves of thefe trees, defcribed in Du Hamel 
as being their condenfed perfpiration. Pby^ 
fique des Arbres^ vol. i, 150, 

Imola, a large town, is not far diftant. 
We traverfed it without flopping, and put 
up . for the night at a moft comfortable inn, 
at a fmall town within fifteen miles of Bo-^ 
logna, called CaftelloTSan Pietro. We .were 
never more civilly treated, nor better ferved, 
although perhaps, in fome great towns, more 
fplendidly. I found nothing curious in the 
village, except a column in the fquare, with 
a ftatue of the Virgin upon it, eredled the 
preceding year by the Lord of the town, in 
memory, as the infcription fays, of the Virgin 
of the Rofary having preferved this place 
from damage during the late earthquakes. 
This is a public authentic monument, and 
we may therefore conclude that the church 
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allows the people to underfiand by tiiefe 
images fomething more than a mere affift-^ 
ance to the imagination in prayer, as the 
more enlightened Catholics declare ; we have 
here • undeniable proc^ that they are^ to all 
intents and purpofes, idols, fuppofed to be 
endowed with difierent powers and dignity. 
I would not be uncandid or cenforiouSy but 
I cannot fee any difference between thefe 
images and thofe of Paganifmf Kone of 
the heathens ever imagined that the golden 
Jupiter of the Capitol was Jupitet himfelf ; 
nor that the Diana in the Temple of Ephdfus 
ivas the very identical goddefs in perfon j 
but they fuppofed it to be more efficaciousi 
to worlhip before thofe figures than any 
they could make themfelves ; and juft fodo 
the Catholics. I am willing^ however, to 
admit this is an abufe which has crept in ; 
for, alas ! it is too tempting and too profit- 
able an abufe to be kept out, wherever the 
veneration of images is admitted at all. Si^* 
milar obfervations might be made on the 
worfhip of relicks. 

May 5. From heoce it is a pleafant ride 

to 
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to Bologna, along a highly cultivated pldn. 
On approaching the town, we were ftruck 
with a fcandalous piece of effeminacy I never 
before witnefled, gentlemen taking an airing 
on horfeback, preceded by running foot- 
men ! 
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CHAP, 3^XXIL 



BOLOGNA. 



X HE principal objeds of a flxanger'a 
curiofity in this town are the numerous pic- 
tures, of which all the palaces and churches 
are fiill. Here the produfliions of the Bo- 
lognefe fchool, the works of the Carraccis, 
of Guido Rheni, Domenichino, Albano, &c. 
may be feen in the greateft abundance and 
perfedtion. We fpeqt four days in contem- 
plating them. 

The firft objed that ftrikes a traveller on 
entering the town, is the fquare tower of 
Afinelli, 307 French feet, or about no yards 
in height, built of brick, in the year nop; 
very flender, and of an equal diameter all 
the way up. It has inclined a few inches 
from the perpendicular by time. The brick 
work muft have been cojifiderably different 
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from the fliameful mud walls fo plentifully 
ereding daily about London. We afcended 
to its top by about 500 fteps, with no fmall 
labour. The day was unfavourable for a 
viewj but we could well diftinguifh Imola, 
Ferrara, and Modena ; as well as the hills 
about Verona, Mount Baldus, &c. feeming 
to rife abruptly from the dead flat which 
extends on three fides of Bologna. On the 
fouth are fome very pleafant hills ftuck with 
▼illas. 

The tower of Gariflendi, clofe to the 
Jibove mentioned, is not half fo high ; but 
faid to have been purpofely built leaning 
eight feet out of the perpendicular. This 
point however is doubtful, and the guide- 
book of the place fays the foundations have 
given way ; which is moft probable, as the 
wood work and mafonry incline from the 
horizon in the fame proportion as the walls 
do from the perpendicular, juft as in the 
tower of Pifa. 

Bologna poflefles a very famous public 
academy, called the Palazzo dell' Inftituto, 
where all tlje fciences arc taught gratis. Here 

is 



( 330 ) 

i$ an ample Mufeum^ Library^ and Apparatus 
for Natural Philofophy. 

The plafter modeled of gravid uteri, with 
almoft all poflible fituations and cafes done 
from nature^ are very good, though lefs 
beautiful than the anatomical models at Flo- 
rende. Here is one in which the umbilical 
cord prefents. The Myology I think infe- 
rior to the Florentine collection, except two 
entire figures of a man and woman. The 
Materia Medica is very good j efpecially the 
varieties of Peruvian bark, the chocolate 
nut, and feveral r^re Eaft Indian drugs. 
They have nothing for Calamus aromaticus 
bift our common Acorus. The fhells are 
poor, the infers poorer ; but the Academy 
had lately received a legacy of two cabinets 
of fhells, which were not yet placed. The 
coUeftion of corals is generally good, efpe* 
cially IJis nohiUsy red coral, of a variety of 
fhades, from deep fcarlet to a blufh colour 
and pure white. One fpecimen has even 
red and white in the fame piece, as men-^ 
tioncd by Tournefort. There are fome fine 
Spongia^ and fome tolerable Amphibia. A 

very 
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very large Tefiudo coriacea^ taken by accident 
fieaf Civita Vecchia. Th6 fkin of ati Elk, 
•^?^hich was brought hither alive about 14o 
years ago. The minerals are not capital ; 
but there are fome fine real Sicilian jafpers, 
dnd a collection, prefented by the reigning 
Empreffif of Ruffia, of the ftones of Siberia. 
The Philofophical Apparatus is moderate. 
The Library w:;is not thqn acceflible. 

In one of the great halls is an admirable 
whole-length portrait, in mofaic, of Bene- 
dict XIV. executed at Rome. In another 
room are fome curious old pictures, done 
by the earlieft painters of the Bolognefe 
fchool, fomjC of them of confiderable merit. 

This eftablifhment is entirely owing to 
Count Marfigli, who, throughout an aClive 
warlike life, purfued Natural Hiftory with, 
^ardour and fuccefs ; and who feems to have 
repofed on this foothing ftudy as his beft 
fource of confolation, both when by the for- 
tune of war he was a prifcner among Bar- 
;barians, and when he afterwards experienced 
the more poignant affliction of unjuftly 
blafted military fame. His collections of 
Natural Piftory, Aftronomical and Chemical 
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Apparatus, Plans of Fortifications, &c. were 
given by himfelf to the Senate of Bologna, 
bis native place, in 171 2, and now make a 
great part of this coUedion. His modefty 
would not permit that his name ihould ap^ 
pear in any public manner upon the occafion ; 
yet furdy his country might have afforded 
him the pofthumous honour of a maufoleum 
in fomething more permanent than plaftef ; 
for of fuch materials only is that they have 
creded. 

Our pilgrimages to the churches were 
performed in the following order : 

S, Salvatore, whofc Corinthian archi- 
tecture is very majeftic, has many tomb* 
ilones and holy-water bafons of an orange- 
coloured fpeckled marble, called ro/fo di Ve- 
rona^ which I firft faw at Loretto. It is not 
unfrequent in the northern parts of Italy, 
though rare elfewherc. All the pillars and 
cornices of the altar-pieces in this church 
are tawdrily gilt. The pidures beft worth 
noticing are, an Aflumption of the Virgin^ 
by Agoftino Carracci. Sick people before a 
crucifix, by Giacomo, or Giufeppe Cupi ; 
rather confufed, but not without confiderable 

merit 
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merit in the drawing. The altar-{)iece & 
the Saviour, by Guido Rheni; not very 
pleafing. St. John before Zaccharias, with 
other faints, by Benvenuto Garofalo, is ex- 
cellent ; but St. John kneels very badly ; 
he could not poflibly fupport himfelf as he 
is reprefented. There are fome fmall pic- 
tures of faints, by Giotto, curious for their 
antiquity ; and in the Sacrifty a pretty good 
St. Sebaftian of Guido Rheni ; and David, 
with Goliath's head at his feet, by Giovanni 
Antonio Burrini, in which there is great 
force of light and fhade, like Spagnuoletto s 
works. 

At St. Paulo, on the high-altar, under a 
half dome fupported by columns, are the 
admirable ilatues of St. Paul and his execu- 
tioner, by Algardi, Nothing can be finer 
than the meek refignation of the faint^who 
is kneeling in expectation of the fatal ftroke, 
with his face turned from the executioner. 
His countenance expreffes the moft perfefl: 
refignation, and the confidence of an inno- 
cent mind ; while a certain degree of con- 
ftraint in the attitude of the head, very finely 
reprefents his natural apprehenfion, or rather 

expedation. 
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«xpe<3tftiic», of the impending blow. We 
c<Hild flot perceive thtfe figures to be^ aa 
cpi»njiQttIy remarked, too fliort. This ex- 
cellent iculptor w*s a Bolognefe. TTh^ roof 
of this church is too rich. A fmall taber- 
nade on the akar^ reprefenting a chui%h in 
pedpe^aiye, is very pretty. 

JSt. Agnes is chiefly remarkable for Do- 
menichinjo's cdd>rated pi£ture of the martyr- 
dom of that faint, of which Cochin, De la 
Lande, and JLady Mill^ have given fo full 
an account, indepeadent of each.other, diat 
I ihall only ^dd my hearty aifent to all they 
have faid in its praife ; allowing at the ikme 
time that the party of angels in the clouds 
eould vreil be difpenfed with. The head 
<^ St. Agnes, and fome otliers, are fiall of 
beauties. In ihe Sacrifty are fome ^ood dki 
produ<3.ions of the Bologna fchool, before 
the time of the Carraceis. 

St. Dominic^s i^ ^ long, but not inelegant 
church, in w^ich the moft remarkable thing 
is the fhrine of that famous faint, whofe apt 
emblem, as I have already remarked, was a 
dog with a firebrand in his mouth. There 
U a chink in the back of the farcophagus, 

where 
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where devout perfons have fancied thty 
fmelt celcftial fragrance. We unfoitunattlj 
had not faith enough to perceive it ; but I 
could not help thinking how feelingly we 
fhould have been converted, if " Domimc 
the blackfmith '' had thruil out ^' his tongs 
red hot '' and taken us by the nofe. Such 
a miracle a man mufl have had a front of 
brafs to have refifted. The faint however 
lay very quiet, and did not even growl at 
us. If he had always been fo tolerant, I 
fhould have been more inclined to worihip 
him than I now am. The fhrine is gothic, 
of white marble, extremely rich in iculpture^ 

and terminating upwards in a pyramidal 
form. On the farcophagus are an immenfe 
number of figures in alto-relievo, of good 
execution, by an unknown artifl. At each 
extremity of the adjoining altar is a fmaH 
kneeling angel of white marble. That to- 
wards the eaft is faid to have come from the 
hand of Michael Angelo Buonarotta in his 
youth. It is not remarkable, except for 
fliffiiefs. 

Here h tiie plafter monument of Count 
Marfigli. 2 

S. Giovantai 
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S. Giovanni in Monte is adorned with 
many piftures, the three principal of which 
are, 

id, St Francis adoring the crucifix, by 
Guercino ; the author of which I fhould 
never have gueffed. The crucifix is placed 
on the ground in the forepart, fo that the 
faint's eyes are direded at once to it, and to 
the crucifix on the altar below. The co- 
louring of this picture is remarkably ftill ; 
its expre£Gon good. 

2d, The Virgin of the Rofary, by Dome- 
nichino; a confufed compofition with a 
great number of figures^ of which I cannot 
underfland the defign ; but its parts are ad^ 
mirable. 

3d, The celebrated St. Cecilia, with St. 
Paul, Mary Magdalen, and other company, 
by Raphael ; which has been engraved and 
often copied. I was a little difappointed ia 
the principal figure, as to its perfonal beauty 
and grace ; the Magdalen pleafed me much 
better. 

St. Stefano is an irregular clumfy old edi-. 
fice, once a temple of Ifis, and now divided 
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lata about ie ven different churcKes, of vari^ 
t)U8 forms, fixes, attd levels* 

In the Madoiina di Galiera^ occurs no- 
thing worth notice, except St. Philip Neri 
in extiafy^ by Guercino. 

The Gathedfal, or Duomo^ is a large ma-* 
jeftic building intefnally, of the Corinthian 
order, but with feveral faults. The arch 
4Dver the entrance of the tribune is too nar- 
row, and the femicircular niche at the ex- 
tremity too low. The moft remarkable 
pidure here, St. Peter confecrating St, Apol- 
linarius a bifliop, by Gratiani, has great 
merit in the defign. 

St. Petronio is a vaft old gothlc ftrudure, 
much more refembling a cathedral, though 
the front is of brick, and unfinifhed. Moft 
of the buildings in this city are of brick, a 
great difadvantage to their beauty. In this 
church is a famous meridian line, made in 
1656, and repaired In 1776. Here we 
meet with an old much-honoured ftatue of 
St. Petronius ; not Petronius Arbiter, but a 
holy bifliop of Bologna in the fifth century, 
and now its patron in heaven. No capital 
pidures, except St. Rocco, by Parmiggianino. 

Vot.ll. Z One 
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One Sunday evening, May 6, we wltnefl^. 
cd a proceffion of a ftatue of St. Francis, 
which was carried with a great parade of 
crucifixes, mufic, &c. to give its benediSion 
in the great piazza before the laft mention<« 
ed church. All the different religious orders 
attended; and fome people dreffed very 
richly in the ftyle of 300 years ago, with 
crowns, fceptres, and other ornaments^ 
What they expreffed I could not learn. 

We went to the church of Giefu and 
Maria to fee the excellent pidture of the 
Circumcifion, by Guercino, which is co- 
loured in his beft ^manner, without that 
blacknefs of ihade remarkable in moft of his 
workst The air of the Virgin expreffes her 
awkwardnefs in being a fpedtator of fo in- 
decent and cruel a ceremony. This piifturc 
hangs in an excellent light. 

The Mendicanti di dentro contains feveral 
.celebrated pidturcs. St. Alo and St Petronio 
before the Virgin, by Caved one, is, in my 
opinion, too much praifcd by Cochin, and 
ftill more after him in the ManueL Job oa 
,a throne, with people bringing him prefents, 
by Guido Rheni, in his fpft manner, is 

much 
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ItlUcli more worthy of admiration. The 
great altar-piece by the fame artift, in hid 
ftrong ftyle, is furely unworthy of him, be- 
ing as faulty in compofition as any old pic-* 
ture of the earlieft mafters, whofe works, in-* 
deed, it a good deal refembles. The dead 
body of Chrift is reprefented lying at full 
length on a long table in the clouds, in the 
front of the upper part of the pidure^ with 
the Virgin and fome other figures about it. 
Below are St. Petronio, St, Charles, and 
three other faints, looking up ; but it is im- 
poflible they fliould fee any thing except the 
few and under fide of the table. The canvas 
ought to be cut in two. Chrifl calling St. 
Matthew, by Ludovico Garracci, is an ex- 
prei&ve and harmonious pidture. Jofeph 
kneeling to afk pardon of the Virgin for 
having unjuftly fufpeded her of unchaftity, 
is chiefly remarkable for the fubjed, which 
is juftly ridiculed in Wright's Travels, where 
is a fort of caricature print, for it cannot be 
called a copy, of this performance. The 
painter was Aleflandro Tiarini. CochiQ 
praifes this pidure, and finds great fault with 
the laft mentioned* 
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The convent of noble ladies, called Sti 
Pietro Martire, has in its church an excellent 
painting of the Transfiguration, by Xudovico 
Carracci, one of the beft of his works that 
I have feen. There is great noblenefs in 
the defign, and the drawing and colouring 
are good, though the latter is a little grey. 

At the Servi di Maria, St. Andrew adoring 
his crofs is an excellent performance of Al- 
bano's, and a Ndli me tangere of the fame 
artift deferves attention. There feemed to 
be many other good pidures in this church, 
but " the dinner waited, and we were tired.'* 

At St. Gregorio, the altar was dreffing up 
with grejit magnificence for a feftival, which 
deprived us of the fight of St. Gregory 
fhewing the bleeding wafer, by Calvart, the 
firft mafter of Guido, faid to be a very good 
pidure. St. George and the Dragon, by 
Ludovico Carracci, did not pleafe me much; 
neither did the pidlure by Guercino, of St. 
Felix putting the monadic habit on St. Wil- 
liam. It is confufed, and the colouring feem« 
to have fufFered. 

The little conventual church of St. Lud<v 
vico, the bifhop, poflefles a good pidure, by 

Annibal 
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Annibal Carracci, of the Virgin and Child 
in the clouds, with fomc faints below adoring 
her. 

The church of St. Francis, not far diftant, 
is a venerable pile ; in which nothing ftruck 
me fo much as the fine gothic altar-piece of 
white marble, confifting of a kind of fcreen, 
on which are ranged feveral ftatues of faints 
in two rows. An Affumption of the Virgin, 
by Annibal Carracci, is a confufed pidlure ; 
the light 'too much divided, and the whole 
wants repofe. 

At St. Margaret's is an admirable work of 
Parmiggianino, reprefenting the Virgin and 
Child, with adoring faints, according to cuf- 
torn. Some of the heads are very beautiful. 
Chrift in the garden, with an Angel behind 
him, is not one of Guercino's beft perform- 
ances. 

St. Catherine, or Corpus Domini, is a taw- 
dry church ; but the front of an altar, in the 
firft chapel on the right hand, confifts of 
perhaps the fineft piece of verde antico, for 
the clearnefs and great fize of its fpots, that 
Italy can boaft. x^nnibal Carracci's pidure 
cf the Refurredion of Chrift, is efteemed 
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one of his beft works, though there is t 
duhiefs in its colouring, even more thali 
ufual with this mailer. Through a iilver 
grate, J over an altar, we had a view of the 
body of St Catherine Vigri, the foundrefs ; 
which is prefcrved entire by a miracle, as 
they do the Almighty the honour of fup- 
pofing. She is fitting, richly drefled, in a 
chair, with candles burning about Tier. The 
face, hands, and feet are vifible, and of a cho- 
colate colour. On her cheek is a whitifh 
mark, faid to have been occafioned by Jefiis 
Chrift appearing to her in a dream and 
giving her a kifs j by which it appears the 
letter in the Bath Guide, beginning, 
*' Hearken, Lady Betty, hearken !'* is a 
more orthodox compofition than I had ever 
fuppofed. Mafs happened to be faying at 
this altar when we wanted to fee the faint, 
fo that, being not very anxious about the 
matter, we declined intruding, and were re- 
tiring ; but the facriftan, unwilling to lofe 
his fee, elbowed his way through the crowd, 
and removed the curtain againft our will, for 
it feems we heretics have more feeling oa 
thofe fubjeds than the eled themfelves. 

So 
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So much for the churches of Bologna— 
If the reader is tired of pidures, he muft 
pafs over what I have to fay about the 
palaces. 

In the Palazzo Publico/ or Town-hall, are 
a few very capital produdions of the pencil. 
The firft room contains a good architedural 
piece by Bibieno. In the next is a portrait 
of the body of St, Catherine Vigri, juft men- 
tioned, with all her finery, by Vandyke. 
This is the greateft degradation I ever knew 
the pencil fufFen I hope Vandyke was well 
paid for doing fo ftupid a work. Another 
toom is adorned with the St. John, by Ra- 
phael, which contends with that at Florence 
for originality, and I think comes the neareft 
to it of any. Cochin efteems this much 
inferior to that in the Orleans colledion, 
which is natural enough for a Frenchman. 
I know but one nation that is more partial 
to every thing belonging to their country 
than the French, and the French are much 
the mod difagreeably and arrogantly partial 
of the two. Sampfon drinking water from 
the jaw-bone of the afs, an admirable paint- 
ipg jof Guidons, defervedly praifcd in the 
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Manuel j and the Saints, protcftorg of Bdi 
logna, by the fame hand, are no lefs worthy 
of him. The latter are on a filk bannert 
painted in a hurry for a public proceffion iQ 
the time of the plague; the painting of 
courfe is flight ; but the manner and draw« 
ing eafy and free, St. Jerome, by SimooQ 
da Pefaro, good. Two admirable chiar* 
ofcuros of female figures by Guercino j the 
attitudes and drapery very graceful. In a 
fraall apartment, not always fhewn, a very 
curious portrait of an infant fon of Francis I, 
of France, in a kind of wooden cradle, by 
Leonardo da Vinci, The child's face is 
very interefling, and has great expreflion } 
the finifliing qf the whole inimitable. 

Palazzo Sampieri contauis #ne of the 
choiceft collections in Bologna, We could 
not examine all as they deferve j but priii-^ 
cipally noted the following. 

The marriage at Cana, by Crefpi, called 
Lo Spagnuolo ; a large piece in thQ manner 
of Paul Veronefe. A fine expreffive Judith 
of Julio Romano, A woman with two 
children in her lap, by Vandyke j of na,tu«« 
lal and pleafing ?xpreffion, Dead Chrift 

With 
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Hylth the Virgin and St. John, by Bellino j 
an old ftifFdry pidure ; but the countenances 
have great merit. The beautiful angel Ga* 
briel of Guido, of which there are fo niany. 
duplicates, copies, and prints. An excellent 
Magdalen, by Annibal Carracci. A very 
much arid juftly-admired pidurc, by Albano, 
of a number of boys dancing hand in hand 
round a tree, with Venus and Cupid in the 
clouds. I like it infinitely better than any 
of this painter's works I ever faw before. 
It is worthy to be engraved by Bartolozzi ; 
no other perfon would do it juftice. Chrifl: 
faying, " Render unto Csefar, &c.'* two 

heads only, copied by Ludovico Carracci, 

• 

after an original of Titian, now at Drefden* 
The calm and dignified ihrewdnefs of our 
Saviour, is well oppofed to the eager malici- 
ous expedation of the perfon endeavouring 
to entrap him : there is too artificial a 
contrail in the colouring of the two faces ; 
that of Chrift is too much illuminated. The 
fine Abraham, Hagar, and Iflimael of Guer- 
cino, which has been engraved, I think, by 
Strange, is much more pleafantly coloured 
iJian moll of this great painter's works, the 

'J ihades 
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ihades being lefs black ; of its chara^er and 
compofition no praife can be too high. But 
the moft precious picture in this collediony 
and almoft in the worlds is the celebrated 
St. Peter lamenting his fault, with another 
apoflle, fome fay St. Paul, attempting to con- 
fole him. This is the mafter-piece of Guido 
RhenL Ten thoufand fequins have been 
offered for it, and it ia always kept covered, 
and fhewn laft. Cochin fays, I believe very 
juflly, that this piece unites all the perfedions 
of painting in the higheft degree. The 
drawing, expreflion and colouring are all 
equally excellent, and it is therefore the moft 
complete picture in Italy. With refpedt to 
the exprefCon, ab6ut which alone I prefumc 
to judge in fuch a cafe, I moft heartily aflent 
to his opinion. The fincere and humble, 
yet dignified contrition of St. Peter, is fo 
juftly, yet not at all violently, expreffed, that 
nothing can exceed it ; but its whole mean- 
ing is not to be caught at a tranfient glance. 
The countenance may be ftudied for ever, 
like thofe of Raphael, which very few paint- 
ings will bear, ; for the expreflion in moft is 
f ith$r exaggerated at firft fight, and, when 

dofcly 
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clofcly examined, defe£tive ; or it is falfe, 
and often contrary in diflferent parts of the 
lame face ; which laft is the moft general of 
all defefts in this noble art, and is the touch- 
fione which diftinguifhes art from nature. 
In Guido's St, Peter may be read all the cha^ 
xa&er of this moft amiable apoftle: that 
warmth or fufceptibility of impreffion, which 

made him the (irft to refent an infult ofiered 
to his beloved Lord ; that generous fenfibi- 
lity, which prompted him, before all the 
reft, to fcorn the idea of a poflibility of failure 
in his afFeftion or duty ; and that tendernefs 
cf foul, which was at the fame time, perhaps, 
moft in danger of the fault into which he 
fell, and certainly moft capable of the deepeft 
heart-rending contrition afterwards, 

Palazzo Tanaro contains many good 
paintings. In the firft room two great 
piSures of the Martyrdom of St. Andrew, 
in one of which is a good head of a 
female fpedator on the right ; otherwife 
they are not capital : the artift's name we 
could not learn. In other apartments — Adam 
and Eve mourning over Abel, by Ludovico 
Carracci 5 a good pidiure, the colouring very 
light, the charader of Adamjuft and afFedl-* 

S lag. 
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ing* The Aflumption of the ^^rgin, hf 
Guercino, is beyend comparifon the beft 
piece in the houfe^ It is extremely in the 
ftyle of his famous St. Petronilla, both ia 
exprcffion and colouring ; and the upper 
part fuperior to that of the laft-mentioned 
pidure* Almoft all the heads are cxquifitcly 
fine ; but the expreflion not fo much varied 
as it perhaps might be: the fhades are 
black* St. Peter delivered out of prifon, 
a work of Agoftino Carracci, is lingular for 
the Angel being reprefented like a handfomc 
young mortal woman without wings ; the 
guards are awake, and opening the door 
willingly : this makes the event not fuflS- 
ciently miraculous. St Rocco, by Parmig- 
gianino j ,a duplicate of that at St. Petronio'i 
church : I did not like it. A Virgin and 
Child, by Lavinia Fontana, is extremely 
like the works of Parmiggianino j efpecially 
the beautiful head of the young Jefus, than 
whigh nothing can be more charming ; but 
his hair is rather too white — it is even grey. 
Another Virgin and Child with St. John 
Baptift ; a large pidure of Guido's, in his 
ftrong manner, with dark fhades, not unlike 
the ftyle of a pidure by Mich. Ang. da Car* 

ravaggio, 
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tavaggio, in the Palazzo Borghefc, 1 thinti 
at Rome, of the young Chrift learning of 
1hi8 mother to walk ; and having met with a 
ferpent, he, to her apparent wonder, infifta 
upon fetting her foot, along with his, upon 
its head. 

Here are two bad pidures by Aleflandro 
Cerini, as we were told, of Peter denying our 
Saviour, and Judas betraying him* It h 
feidom one fees fuch falfe expreflion in any 
picture at all tolerable. . Raphael's miftrefs^ 
by himfelf, with an agreeable countenance* 
The Laft Supper, by Agoftino Carracci, is 
a very indifferent performance,though praifed 
by Cochin. Chrift is a gigantic figure ; St# 
John lying afleep on his bofom, looks like 
a fat woman intoxicated with love and 
wine. The altar-piece of the chapel is by 
Annibal Carracci. The ornaments of the 
fire-place, in the hall, are by Giovanni di 
Bologna ; much too good for the lufe to 
which they aro put. About this houfe is a 
gpod deal of the roffor di Verona marble. 

Palazzo Zambeccari, the laft we vjfited, 
is' rich in piftures, fome of which are very 
capitaK St. Peter kneeling before the Vir^ 

gin^ 



Igia, >and lamenting the deatH of otr Sivioiir^ 
is a great difagreeable performance of Ludo^ 
vico Carracci ; its compofition Tery bad ; 
the Saint like a perfon begging a favour, and 
the Virgin haughty, vulgar, and ungracefuL 
A Crucifixion, by the younger Palmaj a very 
multifarious defign, but feveral of the parts 
have merit. The Laft Supper, and two 
other pieces, by Scarcellino di Ferrara, very 
good ; but I never heard of this artift be- 
fore. Holy Family, by Innocenzo Francucci 
da Imola« Dead Chrift, with the Virgin, &<% 
about him; an indifferent performance of 
Paul Veronefc. One room is entirely filled 
with portraits, fome of which are very ex- 
cellent ; but, like all fuch colleSions, many 
ate bad, and many of unknown perfonages, 
A Duke of Mantua and his Duchefs, in the 
characters of Solomon and the Queen of 
Sheba, with many attendants, all portraits j 
a very capital piece of Layinia Fontana'& 
It is amazingly rich, like the works of Paul 
Veronefe. The heads of the attendants arc 
too much in a line. Charles V, an excellent 
head by Titian ; we difceirn a family likenefs 
between this pidure and the portraits oF 

Philip 



I'hilip IL In another room is a good head 
of St. Francis, by Guercino ; and a fine 
whole-length Virgin and Child in the clouds, 
by Francefchini, very much in Guidons foft 
manner. A Virgin and Child with St. John ; 
very much In the flyle of Raphael's earlieft 
works, by Julio Fiorentino, a painter who 
has done but very few pidures. The beft 
pifture in the houfe is Judith in the a£t of 
decapitating Holophernes, by M. A. da Car- 
ravaggio; juflly celebrated in the Manuel, 
preface, p. 41. for the propriety of its ex- 
prcffion. In fpight of all Judith's boldnefs, 
we fee in her countenance a natural horror 
of the bloody adtion in which fhe is engaged^ 
•* Many painters," fays the author, " who 
have treated the fame fubjedl, have given 
Judith the expreffion proper to a grenadier 
in the midft of a battle, and that expreflion 
is falfe." A fingular high-finiflied picture, 
or rather three pictures, by Luca d'Olanda, 
of the hiftpry of Efther and AhafueniSi 
The marriage of St. Catherine, by Parmig- 
gianino, very pretty. Lucrece ftabbing her- 
fclf, by Pelegrino Tibaldi, has great merit ; 
but her legs are beyond all proportion large 

and 
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ftftd clumfy. St. John in the Wildernefe^ liy 
Guido, very good, A pidure of JudaS be-* 
traying Chrift ; exadly like that which dii-» 
pleafed us fo much in the Palazzo Tanaro^ 
and which the fervant there attributed to one 
Aleflandro Cerini, a name I do not know, 
unlefs it be the Bolognefe pronunciation of* 
Chiarini, This at the Zembeccari palace^ 
we were*told, was a copy by Flamimo Torre 
after the other, which is an original of Lu-* 
dovico Carracci ; and I pay more regard to 
this account, as the guide at Palazzo Tanaro 
was only a footman, the perfon who gene-^ 
rally fhews the houfe being ill. Two Cupids, 
by Simone da Pefaro, very good. An ad- 
mirable Ecce Homo, by Albert Durer; a 
head only, extremely highly finifhed, and 
very affecting ; but the lips are too blue* 
Thefe old matters had great powers of pathog 
occafionally, even beyond the general pro* 
dudions of more poliflied times. 

** With rough majeftic force thej touch'd the heart, 
. • '* And truth and nature made amends for art." 

Here is a ftriking head of St. Francis, by 
Pominichino. A head of St. Peter, by 

Guido^ 
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0uid6, in his* rough manner, liot tapitaL 
Two pictures of a boy and girl ; the latter 
jpectlliarly admirable, by Guido Gagnacci, 
a feholar of th^ great Guido. Virgin, Child, 
and St, John ; a good pidure, by Calvart, 
Guido's mafter. Marriage of St, Catherine^ 
with St. John Baptift and St. Charles Boro^ 
toed in the fore-ground'; a large and very 
excellent pi(aure of Albano, perhaps one of 
his bdft. 

Such afe & part of the treafures of Bo- 
logna in the piaure way. Our hurry to 
get to Venice made us fcarcely fee any thing 
elfe of the town ; nor were we provided 
with letters, meaning to make no ftay here. 
A vifit to the Botanic Garden however could 
not ht difpenfed with» It hardly repaid the 
trouble, being fmall and far from rich. The 
famous Egyptian papyrus, Cyperus Papyrus^ 
Was growing there, and Agave vivipara^ I 
believe^ g^i^g to. flower. CaUicarpa Ame-^ 
ricatia was mofl: beautifully in fruit. Some 
of the fucculent plants are fine, as ufual in 
this part of the world. Our conduftor told 
toe Linnseus^s nomenclature was ufed here, 

Votr II. A a but 
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but I could not find that he knew the plants 
hj thofe names. 

We laid in a ftock of the famous Phof- 
l^orus of die place, native and prepared ; 
and walking about the ramparts obferved 
abundance of common plants in flower ; but 
no great rarities. Thefe were all the obfer- 
vations relating to natural hiftory we made 
&t Bologna, where the riches of art were 
more than fuflicient to occupy ajll our atten* 
tioUk 
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CHAP* XXXIIL 



>ROM BOLt)GNA TO VElSTICE Bt WATER 

iT. acark's plage akd church—- 

ARSENAL— CHURCHES — PRO- 
FESSION OF A NUN. 



May 8* A HIS evening, about ten oMock, 
We Went on board the boat of the courier 
for Venice, paying thirty pauls each, not 
tquite fifteen fliillings, to be landed there free 
of all other expence, and fed by the way* 
The price Was fo low we feared the accom- 
modation could not be good j but there was 
no alternative, except taking a boat to our- 
felves at a great expence, and incurring va-* 
nous difficulties and impoiitions, always 
beft avoided by conforming to the man- 
ners of the (iountry, A man faves him- 
felf a . gi'eat deal of trouWe, In the great 
journey of life, by yielding judicioudy to 

A a 2 the 
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the tide. We i?^crc much better pleafecf 
with this voyage than Mr. Arthur Young 
was ; for the extreme civility, and even po- 
lite attention of our conduftor, made us dif- 
pofedtoput up with every inconvenience,and 
to enjoy every thing pleafant. I can by no 
means recognize him in Mr, Young^s de- 
fer! ption of the fikhy brutality of the peifon 
uijder whofe care he performed his voyage, 
and conclude he mufl: have met with a dif- 
ferent captain. 

It was a difmal rainy night, and on coming 
to the wharf we found two boats, one of 
which was fo full of trunks, packs, bafkets> 
and women, that, linding no place, we were 
ftowed in the other, v/ith two capuchins as . 
jolly as Father Paul in the Duenna, five or 
fix men befides, and a woman and young 
child. The laft-mentioned article is not 
generally efteemed the greateft fweetener of 
life in a packet-boat or ftage-coach ; but no 
bachelor has a right to complain of it, and, 
for my own part, I prefer it much to com- 
pany one often meets with. The capuchins 
claimed acquaintance with us, having feen 
us at their convent at Genoa y and we had 

the 



( 357 ) 

..... * 

the pleafure of hearing news of our friends 
therie. 

As two nights were to be employed in 
this voyage, I and fevcral others had hired 
mattrefles at Bologna, on which we dcpofit- 
ed ourfelves, upon chefts, benches, or fhelves, 

« 

for we had room enough, and flept, to be 
fure not luxurioufly, till day-break about 
three o'clock. We then rolled up our beds, 
and began to look about us. The rain 
ceafed, but the fky was dull, and we found 
ourfelves in a flat marihy country, exactly 
like the worft parts of Holland and Lincoln- 
j(hire ; the vegetables much the fame, and 
the land generally lower than the canal, v 
which was narrow, brim-full from the great 
rains, and on the fide of which went^the 
horfe, drawing us along as in Holland. 



May Q^^ About nine in the morning ar- 
rived at a place, twenty miles only from 
Bologna,, where' we were to quit pur boat, 
and where the contents of the other velTel 
waited for us. I never faw a more grotefque 
appearance of what it might feem, in this 
cafe, too cruel irony to call xh^fciir fex, and 

A a 3, their 
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their ftylc of drefs was fuited to their per.* 
fon94 charms. Some of the party however 
Vrerc of a more tolerable afped, and we 
nfterwards liked their company very welK 

Here a prodigious variety of coaches, ca-i 
lafhes, waggons, carts, &c. prefcnted them- 
felv^s to carry us, ten miles as it was iaid, 
to Ferrara. All t^e multifarious inanimate 
luggage was difpofed in the waggons and 
carts, and the company, fcarcely leis l^etero- 
^eneous, in the other vehicles. |t fell to 
my lot to go in |i kind of double calaih, half 
open, with a man and woman, and th6 
?ibove-mentioned woman and child. Hap^ 
pily it did not then rain. We had fcarcely 
gone I op yards, in one of the worft roads 
J ev^r faw, half yp to the axle-tree in clay 
and mud, and along a high hauls: t|ie breadth 
of only one carriage, before one of the wag- 
gons ftuck faft, and it was utterly impoffible 
to pafs it. Many people came with levers 
and ropes, ?ind in about half an hour it wag 
fo far removed that our calafli paffed it, and 
went a little fafter ; but in perpetual danger 
of being overturned or fet faft. We croffed 
^ river, tl^ Reno I believe, in a boat, and 



( 359 ) 

nt length reached Ferrara j but furely no tea 
miles were ever fo long. 

This is a very large walled- town, thinly 
intiabited, yet mere populous than I expcdl- 
ed fro^ Ganganelli's pretty defcription. I 
regretted es^tremely not having time to vifit 
the towb of Ariofto. About the middle of 
tb^ town (lands a gi:eat old moated palace^ 
the refidence of the cardinal governor; and 
near it ji large gothic church, which was not 
open. The better part of our company 
dined together at a long table, and we had 
a moil e:!5ce]lent, neat, and comfortable din- 
ner. We were told at Bologna, that we 
fliould dine -^tYzrvdiX a. J!upendamente; at which 
we laughed, thinking that expreffion was 
Jike the French ittvafuperl^e^ always an omen 
of meannefs and difappointment. We have^ 
however, repeatedly found quite the coiit 
tr^ry, for the term Jlupendo is very rarely 
ufed by the Italians ; but when it is, it may 
be depended on. Our condu^oi;' fuperin-* 
tended our dinner, and would not partake 
of it till he had firft feen that every thing 
was as it oughts 

Here we left the capuchins. The reft of 
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our party walked all together, making noi 
fmall appearance, to another boat, a kind o^ 
barge, very clean, and exa£lly like thofe of 
Holland, except that it had qo fpitting-box, 
or other filthy accommodations for fmoak** 
ing ;. the want of which I by no means la* 
mented. This boat held all the company, 
who were now become very fociable, the 
baggage being put on board another. The 
canal was very pleafantly planted with trees 
on both fides, This halcyon voyage how- 
ever was doomed not td laft long. In about 
three houys we quitted this boat, and after 
waiting a long time in a little town, taking 
coffee, and fauntering about till dulk, w? 
went on board ^ large failing veffel on the 
Po, which is here nearly as wide as the 
Maefe at Rotterdam, and put me qiuch in 
mind of that river. Men, women, trunks 
and all, wi^re now flowed in one c^hbin, or 
rather hold, After a ponfufed I?ind of fup- 
per, which our good captain endeavoured to 
make as comfortably as pofllble, an arranger 
jnent of mattreffes took place, accompanied 
^ith various odd difficulties and much mern 
fiment} and the company w^r? laid, or rather 
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.piled, upon them, over chefts, bales, and 
every thing that could bq thought of. A 
young gentleman of Venice, who had run 
away from college at Padua, on a frolic to 
Bologna, and was now returning under the 
fafeguard of our captain, was glad to fhare 
my mattrefs with me. We feemed to be in 
dangdir of being overwhelmed and crufhed 
every moment with tubs and cheftsj but 
happily efcaped, 

€i > / ■ : ,a wondrous token 

♦^ Of Heaven's kind care, with limbs unbroken.** 

My fatigue neverthelefs^ was fuch that I fell 
afleep, and the tnofl difagreeable part of the 
whple expedition was being awakened about 
three in the morning, in order to go, chill 
^nd cold, aboard another veffel ; that we, 
were in being tqo large for the canals wc 
Jia4 to navigate. 

May lo. Thefe canals, through feveral 
locks, brought our bark fafe into the Adige, 
a fine large river, which we defcended fqr a 
few miles ; and then through other canals 
game to Chiufa, ac^d entered the laguni^ 

which 



which are roads kept open in the Tea at an 
ioimenf^ expence, and defended from it by 
a ndble flone rampart on the fouth-eaft, a 
xnile in length, zx the end of which ft^ds 
the towa of PalefUinju Here oyr captain 
Ijtn^edji with Dr. Younge and a lady, whofe 
cjuriofity prompted them to accompany him^ 
and provided a dinner^ which was brought 
on board ; and we partook of \U in good 
order, as we failed along the laguni with a 
Ikir wind. Venice now lay ftretched out 
before us, making a much lefs appearance 
than I expefted ; for, its fituation being fo 
very flat, there i$ no elevation of one ojbjea 
above aiiother, as in moft towns. We ar- 
rived at the ppft-office, a little way up the 
grand canal, about fix o'clock^ Here our 
party feparated, and were riot troubled with 
any examination or enquiry whatever. We 
now experienced the fmilhing ftroke of the 
worthy captain's goodnefs ; for, being dif- 
apppinted of lodgings at theScudo di Francia^ 
a celebrated hdtel, wher? we could have only 
Iwo miferable little rooms for twenty fequins 
a month, nor could we obtain them for aijy 

ihorter period, and wcrci afked twelve livr?? 

each 



wch by the day for dinner, our condudor 
/aid we Ihould not be fp impofed on, and* 
Jie w<)uld get us lodgings hifnfelf. He 
readily procured us, at the Nuoya Speranza, 
a very elegant and convenient fet of apart** 
mgnts for fifteen fequins, and dinner at fix 
livres each, with an excellent val^t de place^ 
who ferved us during our ftay at fix fivre* 
a day, which was cheap for this feafon. A 
Venetian livre is fomewhat left than a Ro« 
man paul. Our landlord's chriflian name 
was Sanfo^ Saint, but he proved not the lefs 
honeft for that. When we came tQ p^y the 
captain, and of cpurfe offered him a coinpli-* 
ment for this extraordinary trouble, he couI4 
by no means be prevailed on to accept of it^ 
faying it was againft ^11 rule, as he never 
took any thing above his pay. We lament- 
ed that his fliort ftay and many engagements 
prevented our having any other means of 
returning his civility. So vmcpuimdn an 
inft^nce of difmtereftednefs defprves tP be 
rgfprdpd; for fuch are rare, not only in 
Italy, but ip pipft countries. I have reafon 
Xp think foreigners are as much impofed on 
iq, liOpdon, apd oq our great roads, as any 

where, 
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where* Every thing is extravagatit at 
Venice during the Afcenlion time, as thc^ 
people then make their market of the 
grangers whom curiofity brings to that cele- 
brated fhow. Venice muft be very dull at 
other times, for we thought it not ex-* 
fremely lively then. The people are not 
prone to converfe with ftrangers, and it is 
common to hear them whifper to each other 
^ forajiiere^^ a foreigner, as they pafs, juft 

» in any little country town in England^ 
There are indeed certain people, who if they 
fee a ftrahger fauntering, or fitting alone in 
a cofiee-houfe, will often endeavour to con- 
verfe with him. Thefe are generally pimps, 
or fomething worfe, or the odious fpies of 
government, who perhaps unite all the three 
vocations. 

The centre of life and motion In this 
great town is St. Mark's Place, to which our 
firft fteps * were direded, after the very ne- 
ceflary refreftiment of a night*s repofe^ 
Views of this famous place are fo common 
no defcription is neceflary ; but v»-hat is ge- 
nerally exhibited in prints is only the lefler 
fquare, open to the fea, with the two npagni- 

ficent 
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ficent granite columns, •which eafilj diftirl-*, 
guilh it at a diftance, as we approach th6 
town. On the right of this is the Doge^^p 
palace, on the left the public library. At its 
extremity appears a corner of St. Mark's 
church. The larger fquare is placed at a 
right angle with the above-defcri bed, and 
fronts St. Mark's church. This larger fqUare 
is furrounded with an arcade, under which 
are moft of the cofFee-houfes, all of them 
quite open to the ftreet, without any partis 
. tion; and in the centre of this fquare is held 
the fair of St. Mark, in a temporary Oval 
building, confifting of fhops and cofFee- 
houfes. All thefe places, though of the moft 
elegant architefture, and exhibiting every 
fign of opulence and fplendour, are moft 
difguftingly dirty. Under the colonade o£ 
the public . library a variety of mean and. 
ofFenfive articles are fold, and the ftale fifh 
of the adjoining market is trodden ufider 
foot all oyer this part of the fquare, though 
it might fo eafily be fwept off the quajr into 
the iea. If the cleanlineft of the Dutch bfe 
owing to neceffity, as the malicious fuggeft, 
it is wonderful how thefe filthy Venetiaiw 

^xift. 
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Their canals were at this time otieA 
iibominabljr ofFenfivc, fcarceljr lefs fo thaii 
thofe of Amfterdam, and they are faid to b6 
much worfc in July and Auguft. We re* 
marked that the water varied in its depth 
iabout a foot at difierent times of the day^ 
and there is oft^n a confiderable current in 
the canals. But whether this variatifirn be 
Regular or conftant, like a tide, we could not 
determine. At low water abundance of 
commorl ctabs, Gandef Maenas^ may be feen 
flicking to the walls of the houfes and quajis. 
St. Mark's church ifi perhaps the moft 
dirty plaod of public worfliip in Europe^ 
except the Jew's fyiiagogue at Rome j it is 
at the fame tim^ the richeft in materials, and 
the word in ftyle. All its uncouth fronts 
rather faracenic than gothic, is as it were a 
foreft of columns of porphyry, of <Ufferent 
fizes and proportions, with a few of verde 
antico ; the latter fpbiled by the a£tion of 
the air. An idea of the ftyle of this edifice 
may be conceived from the four little co- 
lumns at each corner, placed in a group oil 
the capital of a larger one. Its roof is a 

Y^ a0embl^ge of domes, which feem iti 

danget 
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dahger of crufliing the whole building ihib 
the eafth. Over the great door, howevef , 
are the fout famous antique horfes^ of gilt 
bronze, brought from Conftantinople, which 
atone for all the tawdry mofaics about them ; 
JO^me of which indeed are more tolerable 
than others, but none very good. The 
font is a broad fhallow bafon, of the hara 
green breccia already dcfcribed at the Villa 
Borghefe, and like fome at the Villa Albani : 
^he floor compofed of very fmall and curi- 
ous Inlaid work, of aii infinite variety of 
patterns, of porphyry, marbles, and Other 
ilones. I obferved a few fmall bits like 
turquoifes ; but prefume they muil be glafs. 
In fome parts animals and other figures are 
reprefented. This floor is extremely un- 
even, being fwelled in fome places, and de- 
preffed in others, perhaps to the height of 
ten or twelve inches, apparently from a 
variation in the marlhy foil. Mrs* Piozzi 

feems to think it was laid fo purpofely, to 

imitate the waves of the fca. The walls 

are either cafed with mofaic work, devoid 

• of tafte, or with flices.of marble. In one 

piece of Carara marble, on the left hand, 

the 



(he veins obfcurely rqprefent the figtife ti 
k man, worthy of notice only becaufe Alber-* 
tus Magnus has taken the pains to mention 
it, among other nonfenfe which he delighted 
to accumulate. Behind the altar are fome 
mod precious columns of tranfparent ala- 
bafter ; and the church abounds with very 
fine ftones, ill difpofed ^d very ill kept 
The domes are lined with mofaics on a gold 
ground, very magnificent, but hard and ftiffi 
Neverthelcfs this church is one of the moft 
remarkable in Italy for its antiquity * and 
riches, though fo barbarous and inelegant in 
ftyle. 

The arfenai is an Objed of great curiofity 
with moft ftrangers, and we went thither with 
a large patty of Swedes, DaiieSj atid French, 
as well as of our own countrymen, twenty- 
eight in alL The Venetians make no fcfiv* 
pie of (hewing it to foreigners; nor is. any 
particular permiffion neceflary. This being 
the only thing of the kind belonging to the 
Venetian ftate, no wonder if it be, on the 
whole, fuperior to any fmgle arfenal in Eng- 
land, France^ or Holland ; yet even that is 
doubtful* ^ The rope-room is faid to be in- 
ferior 
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ferior to that of Toulon, and eren^ to oji^e at 
liiverpool ; but this I give on th^ autlK)rity 
i£ TFcnchmen and LiTerpdol people. The 
fmall arms feemed to md «ot equal it\ a^ 
pearance to thofe at the Tpwe'r of London^ 
Inrhere there are aritis for zco^ooo nien;; 
but here for So^ooo only* Other parts are 
curious^ but not pardctdariy interelting to 
an Uninformed ohferver. llbe Buc^itaur is 
a tawdry, heavy, gilt baige, in the ftyle of 
our Lord Mayor's^ and not much Amr^ 

Sunday^ May 135 w«.the firft thoroughly 
fine day fince we left Rome ; doubtlefs to 
be rattnbuted to the expbfitipa c^ a miracu*? 
lous pidure of the Virgin^ painted by St. 
iiiike, which had been exhibited for j(bme 
days iti St. Matk's chuf ch^ on pjirpoie to 
{>r6ciire good weather for the Afceiidon 
time. I do not exa&ly fee the connexion 
between the fuppofed catife add the effi^d ; 
but that is for want of faith. We were too 
tnuch pleafed with the godd weather, to 
cavil about the manner in which it was 
]>rocured, and pioully took advantage of it 
Co bej^n a pilgriinage among the churches. 
• Vox. IL B b J fliajl 
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I (halJ now colled together all our refmartff • 
on that fubjed. . ■ ^ 
: Begmaing in. the nofth-^aft quarter of the 
tewny we came to the krge (jhurch of Sl 
John and St. Paul, belonging to the Domi-' 
nicans. In the ai^ea before it,, faid to be the 
faigheft ground in Venice^i thoughL fcarcdy 
fix feet above the lenrel of the fea, ftandsan 
equeftrian ftatue «of Bartolomeo Coglione, or 
CoUeoiii, afanrous geiiei?dt, employed by the 
Venetians in the 1 5th centuuy. Its^ pedeftal 
is handfomely ornamented with columns and 
<!ythef decorations ; amdng others his coat of 
airimsi coihpofed of i certain parts of the hu^ 
Hian 'body, fiot ufually blazoned in heraldry^ 
alid feid to ailude to a fupernumerary bene- 
fictenfce of nature to him in thofe parts } at 
feaftjfo Cptyit tellrf us i^ his Crudities^': 
t^ This* church i^ furniflied with ^ number 
of large ittid fbpferb maufoleums. Over die 
lioor' that of -the fbunderj without any in-^ 
fcription, .occupies all that end of the nave : 
its architeftufe^is good. ' On the fouth fide 
a^ another very . fuperb monument for ti?vro 
Doges of the: Valieri family. The beft pic- 
lyre in this church, and one of the fineft in 
• 1 ' ^ Venice^ 
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^ Vemce, is the martyrdonir of St. Peter and. 
s^nother Domin^an^ the mafter-jpiepe of 
Titian. . The faints are jn a wood flying, 
from a foldier, who has juft ca^ught . one of 
them. Nothing can be £1:^ than the land- 
Ccape, and the efFedt of li^t and fhade. .The 
expreflion is ftrong, the adion animated and 
juft; the colouring fine and rich, though 
d^k, and much impaired by^ time. ;The 
chapel of St. Dominic, rich i^ fine p^vo- 
nazzetto marble^.has a good pidure of Mary 
Magdalen and St. Louis at th^ foot of the 
crofs, by Liberia Another cqntaijos a cele- 
brated painting, by Leandro i^alTan, repre* 
fenting a ipiiracle of two Dominicans walk«> 
ing upon the water; Some heretics have 
thought it a greater miracle that Divine 
Providence Ihould ever have permitted any 
of them to walk upon land ; but there are 
good and amiable men even among Pomi« 
nicans. The figures are as large as life ; 
the fpedators feem not fufficiently af]^£ted. 
The chapel of the Rofary is very rich ; its 
altar in the form of a fmall temple, cont^un- 
ing a fiatue of the Virgin, is of a moft ele- 
gant defign, and the fan<fiuary lined with 

B b 2 fome 



^tot very hiqmCite iffto-rilfie^ds; by BcvS 
listzxi and others, reprdenting the Anhuti* 
cl^ibiiy Adoration of ttie ^h^pherds aild 
Mkgi, with other part» of our SavlcUr i 
early )Morf. Here is a- g^)od pi'aiu* of 
the Crucifixion, by Tintoret^ dctS federal 
ethers Worthy of notice. 

The rtfcftory of this convent is tL irery 
fine room, paved with fragments of tfiarble^ 
jRid even Tapis Ikzuli, fcattered iit ftneco, and 
die whole pblifhed ihtb a fmooth Hen fuiv 
&<:e. Such pavemerits ^e uAi&I in Italy;, 
hut tills is one of the beft of its kiiid^ TKfe' 
walb are covered, as ufual in V^nice> Ivith 

gdorfpKtures, iand one end Entirely bccupiefii 

' ' ' ■ • _ 

By a Very capital piece of Paul Veronefe,Chrift 

flipping with the Pharifce. » The figures are 

all alive j the attitudes finely varied ; the* 

drawing excellent ; many parts li^ve fufiered 

mUcli. In an apartmei^t occupied by the 

preient Pope, in his way to Vienna, we were 

ihiewn a fine group in ivory, mixed with 

brown wood, of Abraham and Ifaac, with 

the Angel and Ram j the whole about fix 

feet high : the body and head of Abraham^ 

of one entire piece of ivory, the largeft i 

ever 
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^er &Lvr. The i!aoie 4^%^» ^^^ \^ ^^^ 
fame materials, iQay b$ feen in many places; 
b^t not lialf fo large* Here are feveral 
jp^ilujrps, but none yery find §pmc of t^i^m 
^eem too luxurious for ^ conveat ; ss Le4? 
^d the fwan« 

In the adjoining fchoolof St^UrfuI^ arefome 
curious old paintings of her hiflpry ; and i^ 
the fchool of St. Mark^ many good pictures 
pf the hiftory of that faint's relieves and mi^ 
fades, by Tintorct j alfo a very highly finifh- 
jed and well coloured pidliu-e, by Paris Bor- 
done, of the Eifherman giving St. Mark's 
png, which he had found, to the Doge in 
council. It pleafed me as mu(:h as any 
^ing in the place, though deficient in group*- 
}ng and the arrangement of light and fhade^ 

* 

We likewife yifited the fchools of La 
Mifericordia and St Theodoro, in which 
are fome good work§ of Tintoret, a very 
prolific artift, and others ; tnut nothing very 
femarkablj3. At the lad-mentioned place 
fqme of the direftors or truftees were fitting 
at a table, and very civilly pointed out the 
pictures to us. One of them, an elderly 
{nan, began tp tell me, with great glee^ 

Bh X what 
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what a number of precious relicks they pot 
feffed ; but the reft of the company laughed 
him to fcom, and immediately flopped his 
mouth, crying out that we were travellers, 
and did not care for relicks j at which I was 
hurt, as it feemed very much to difparage us 
in the good man's opinion. He never 
opened his mouth afterwards while we 
flayed. 

Proceeding from hence to the nprth-caft 
fide of the town, we enjoyed a noble view 
of the fea, with the towns of Burano and 
Murano, and the main land beyond, crown* 
cd with the lofty Alps of Carinthia and Car- 
niola. Not far diflant ftands the Jefuit's 
church, a fpecimen of the fine tafte and 
magnificence of that celebrated order of men, 
and in a flyle peculiar to itfelf. The pan- 
nels and intercolumniations of this beautiful 
edifice are inlaid with flowers of verde 
antico, upon a ground of white or Carara 
marble, fo as to reprefent damafk ; for the 
diverfity of greeris in the former, produces 
the effeft of (hades in filk or velvetl De la 
Lande miftook it for ftucco. About the 
ajtar are fome lar^e twifted columns of verde 

^nticO| 
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Mtko, and the fteps are fo formed .of that 
precious marble, inlaid with ydlow, asift 
feem fpread with a green and gdld damaik 
carpet* All this is executed with the moft 
confummate elegance and judgment. 

On the left hand of the entrance may be 
feeh an admirable pidure of the Martyrdom 
of St. Laurence, by Titian; chiefly •»• 
inarkable for the light, which is that of 
torches and fire. The laft has not fufficient 
cfFeft. The Manuel mentions pictures in 
the facrifty, which we could not find. 

At St, Gatheriae^s are many paintings j 
but none of merit, except the marriage of 
that faint, by Paul Veronefe, on th« higlji 
akar ; and this did not pleafe us fo much 
as Ibme others of his works, though its lights 
^e fine. 

This afternoon w.e heard fome exquifit^ 
mufiq at the Confervatory of the Mqndl- 
canti ; one of thofe convents where young 
girls are e^^cated ; pften, it is faid, at the 
expence of men of fortune for the bafcll 
purpofes. The ypice^ were all female, as we 
were told, for the performers were concealed 
|rpjn our profane fight. T^c fubj?^ was a 

3 b 4 facred 
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ikcred oratorio of Sufanna, io jingling Ladqi 
iliyme. 

The following Sunday we went to th^ 
other moft famous confervatory, La Pietai 
and heard a fimilar piece moft divinely peri 

formed indeed. We could juft diftinguiib 

• • ' ' , ' 

the girls through the lattice, fiddling, playing 
cm the French horn, &c. One fong, with 

• • • -* * 

the flute accompaniment, was the fweeteft 
thing I ever heard. The voice went as high 
as the flute. 

At St. Luke's dnirch is an altar-piece of 
that faint, contemplating the Virgin in a 
glory above, by Paul Veronefe. The figurcj 
itod attitude of St. Luke very much refemble 
Vandykfe*8 Belifarius at Chifwick j fo that 
one would appear to have been copied 
from the other. The colouring is harmo« 

niouls, but dark. Here lies the infamous pro- 

••■•-■ ^ 

Uigate Aretin, called the fcourge of princes t 
Tjut his proper title would be the fcourge cJi 
decency and virtue, and the fycophant of 
Vice. ' 

At St. Salvatore the architedure of the 

* • " * f m 

\ , • • • ^- 

nave is Angular, but on the whole very good. 

It was begun (fays our book) 1sy Cieorgio 

I Spaventi, 
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fa 1534. Th* , eupolaa, tlwuj^ ftnajl 41^4 
unadorned, are of elegant proportions, Iq 
this church are feyecal aot^ monuments ia 
a fkie ftyle of archite^rCj Hl^ the de%n9 
pf Palla^io aiKl Michael Angela Thp chief 
pidures are| die AfiauQciatioii, by Titian^ iiot 
very iptereftifig || ^nd our Saviour at t^blt 
with a Turk, a Friar, an4 ibme other per** 
fonages, by Gioyanni Pellino, This I? 
palled the Dtfcipies atEmxnaus; but with fuch 
yile anachronifins it cannpt be ju% laid to 
yeprefent any hiftory whatever. The painty 
ing is good, in Titian's manner, and feern* 
too modem for Bellino^ 

■n.= church of St Stephen b remaAd* 
pnly for the great profufion of red Verona 
marble. 

Sl Caffiano-s has feveral pi(Shires, forne 
of which may he good, but they are fo dirty 
they can fcarcely be feen. The pulpit ftandcf 
on twp pillars of verde antico, not^ as our 
book fays,' on five of Terpentine, which 
would i>e what the world never yet faw. 
The little facrifty, wonderfully rich indeed 
|n marbles .and hard ftones, contains a good 

pauxtmg. 
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palntingi by Bkleflra, of the Martyrdom pf 
fome Saint, if my memory does not deceiya 
me. 

At S. Maria mater Dd'mini is a good Laft 
Supper, by old Palma j and the finding of 
the crofs, by Tintoretto ; a very celebrated 
performance, but fo dirty and dark, and iq 
{p bad a light, we were abfolutely unable to 
form any judgment about ity T|ie ehurch 
i$ not worth feeing, 

St Paul's is furniflied with feveral good 
pictures, but no capital ones. Many of 
thefe churches are entirely covered, and great 
part of their architefture concealed, with 
paintings on canvas or board, placed clofe 
tpgcthipr without frames, ^nd without order. 
They are moftty dirty, 'darkened by time 
amd the injuries of the fea air, fo that one 
is obliged to undergo much drudgery in 
'finding out what is worth looking at, and 
what is not. A* profefled artift might pec- 
haps, with advantage, ftudy many, that, oa 
account of their bad condition, make no im- 
pr^ffion on a conimon obferver. Over the 
door of St. Paul's fteeple are two famous old 
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lions in ftone, very ill formed, but of fingu? 
larly excellent expreflSon. 
, St. Zaccharias's church is rich in marbles^ 
porphyry, and Terpentine ; its paVement re- 
femWes antique breccia corallina, and, if fo, 
is precious beyond computation. The walls 
are covered with good pidlures, among which 
are two much better worthy of notice than the 
reft, viz. Several Saints, male and female, 
ftanding by the Virgin and Child, the work 
of Giovanni Bellino in 1 505. The compofition 
and drawing are ftifF and inanimate, but the 
heads good, and the colouring and chlar* 
ofcuro admirable. This piece is in excellent 
prefervation. The other is a pidlure by 
Paul Veroncfe, in a good light, over the 
little altar of the facrifty, of the Vir^n and 
ChiH with St. Jofeph, and before them St. 
Jerome, St. Francis, and St. Catherine ; very 
juftly praifed in the Manuel^ after Cochin, 

" ■ * 

*as one of the moft admirable plftures in 
Italy. It is certainly one of the moft agree- 
able of Paul Veronefe^s works ; the group- 
ing and attitudes are natural ahd eafy, the 
Virgin's countenance handfome and graceful. 
St. Catherine is lefs pleafing. The colour- 

mg 



( 3«o ) 

Sag U yery good, efpedalLy the flcflj, jlq^ 
the prefervation perfea. 

Tlie nu>nuaiei)t of Alexaoder Yittoria u 

* • • • ♦ 

SKrell defigiied^ except the architedural pait 
]>€?ng rather heavy ; the figures are grace? 

$t. France&o della vlgna^ famous for its 
^rchiteaure, which, like that of nx^y oth^jr 
Venetian churches, was df figned by Paliadio^ 
lias little wprthy of obfervation befides. The 
i^ont is in the favourite ftyle pf this great 
.artift, with four compofite columns fupport? 
ing a pediment, and lateral abutments witl) 
Jeiler columps. The whole mafs is good 
,and tnajeftic ; the pfirts well propprtipned. 
,juid finely formed. 

It is a pradice at Venice to place fom^ 
diftinguifheii maufoleum over the doprs of 
their churches on the outfide ; nor has thi| 
a bad effe^ when the proportions and ftylq 
<qf the monument agree with that of the 
.building. Santa Giuftina has three fuch 
.paemorials of the family who built th^ 
.church. The tabernacle of its altar. is very 
magnificent in precious ftones of the fecoa^ 
order, or pietre dure^ efpecially its columns 



of red jalpeir. ' TO Walk are^ fumiffiaa widi 
mianV toferaWi paiiitwigS; ~ 

Sfc Gtcrrgio hiaggiOTe, a iifiaghmctet' cbtt-fc 
vent and church, rifing^ like ' a faiiy paladfi 
out of the fea^ oppofice to St. Mark's iHace, 
on an ifland by ftfdfy telongs to the Bbne-* 
di£kines, and is one of the noblefl religious 
iioufes about Venice, The fine tafte of 
Palladio is difplayed in the church, as well 
as in, all thbfe parts of the convent which 
he defigned, particularly the Ionic cloifter, 
and a door-way leading to the refeSory. 
The other cloiftei*, by Sanfovino, appeared 
to irie far inferior in merit/ The flails dF 

the choir are Very elaborately carved, likd 

- • . . . ♦ 

thofe at Monte Caffmo, by Alberto de Brule^ 
The cdn*idoris of the monaftery too refeax- 
ble Monte Caffino and St. Severino at Na* 
J>les; We faw, in the chapter-room, a pic- 
tute of the Woman taken in adultery, paint- 
ed by Rocco Marchona in 1525, or there- 
•^bouts J an admirable performance for the 
'time, as ^ the Venetian fchool was not then 
arrived at its perfeaion^ The. ftyle is 
like that of Bellino and Mantegna; but 
rather lefs ftii£ The fair culprit is a charm- 
ing 



mg figure^ with a very original ain Behind 
the numerous male accusers appears a v^oman 
who might ferye for. the portrait of Prior^s 
Madam Purganti-— 

t ^' She-thought the riatibh tic'cr ^oulcl tliriv^ 
^* Till all the whores were burnt alive.'* 

, iThe church has foirie. pictures of Tinto- 
ret*s, but they are not among his heft ; and 
we were beginning to grow put of conceit 
with this painter. In tjie refedory is that fo 

much celebrated performance of Paul Vero* 

... 1 

nefe, the Marriage at Cana, occupying one 
end of the room, and containing above 120 
figures as large as life, nioflly . portraits. 
Among others Francis I. and his Queen; 
Charles V. and Mary of England, fifter to 
our Henry VIIL and Queen of Louis XH> 
of France ; although the guide-book, by 
miftake, fays ix^ife of Henry VIIL and t^^ 
man who fliewed us the convent, by a ftill 
greater miftake, called her Chriftina, Queen 
of Sweden. Among the muficians are por- 
traits of Paul Vcronefe, his brother, Titian, 
Tintoret, and Baflan. I could not help 
thinking this pidure, as to colouring, infe- 
rior 
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fior to, many of the; fame great maft«w 
TtereMs an unpleafant want of hajraipny^ 
and a hardnefs in Xo^ne parts* Th^ arc^ir . 
tefluTal ornaments are^n a fine Grecian tafte^ • 
'v^ith a fteeple in yiew crowned with a ftatuc 
of St John Baptjiftj but f^ch/Utd^^iinpro^- 
prietieS' are not worth noticing ; nor evea 
tfe^e error, thpugh 1a great: foite, of dreffing 
the ' coppany in the -. ftyk^^of the painterV 
own time^ Paul Verpnefe. often tranfg<efled 
in. this way. Qn* the whole Jbis is an- ad- 
ipirable pidture^ and ivell .prefex!ved,. 
, The garden of 'thi3 coftvent b large^ af«!; 
for Venice, tderably pleafant j but;the wixwi- 
was fo extremely cold the day we were tbere^. 
May 2o, that it was impoffible to enjoy airy 
thing in the open aih From lience is the. 
beft view of St. Mark's Place* 

The fine church of St. Maria della Salute* 
near the cuftom Jhtouljb, . df figned by BaldiC- 
fera Lunghera, i?rin a ftyle of great magni- 
fipence: ; but overcharged with ornameaits. 
The altars, all of Carara marble and of eler 
gant forms, haye a pleafing uniformity oC 
efieft. Two altar-pieces, by Luca Giordano^ 
reprefenting the Birth of the Virgin, an4 

her 



keif ft«fenfation in the Tefttt>^ are vefjf 
good* Over the intermediate altar a flatue 
o£'k bifliop, the founder^ of terjr recent date^ 
pi^eOTes cdnfidc*able merit. The Marriagd 
atCana^ In the Sterifty, by Tintdret (a good 
ptaure on the ifviioiej aiid a mudi better 
cOftipofition ihiati^ that ^ Paul Ve^onefe), is 
jotiy critieii«d in the Mmuei for ke bad 
6t2kptiTit^^ 4inf fhadows, and ii^sMt bf va-^ 
ri^ in the tffeSt^ The fame bock no le& 
jtii^7praiieft the eeiling pointed with feveral 
fubjeds fttwn the Old Teftament, by Titian^ 
ibey a^ Awiob^ the mil^ tnafterly of his 
Wferfcs* We experienced great tiivilitj from 
the fecriftaCni, and made an acquaintance herd 
1«ith tw6 ^*^^d^informed radnks 6f the ion-* 
ircnt df St John and St. Patil^ whofe polite* 
hefs was fo refined, they pretended to takcf 
toe iot a Roman from my fpeechi 

Not far from heijcc the Httle church of 
t^miita poifefles a celebrated piaiire of 
St* Peter and St. l^aul^ b^ Jacopo Baflan^ 
ftrtnewhat diffetent from his iiftral hrafs^pak 
ftyle, and the figures larger than he geneJally 
ilrew. Nothihg can be more es:cellent thad 
the heads and hands ; but the feet are Teiy 

large 



large and ugly. He is fkid to have drdwn 
them naked, contrary to his uniform prac- 
tice; becaufe fome of his contemporary 
painters reproached him with not being able 
to draw feet ; and the refult of his experi- 
ment abundantly juftifies their reproach* 
The roof is well painted by Paul Veronefe. 
In a compartment next the door, the fubje(3: 
I forget, are two pillars forefhortened, like 
thofe in Rubens's Whitehall ceiling ; but not 
the better for that refemblance. 

After croffing the canal of Giudeca, which 
appears broader than the Thames at Black- 
friars, we came to a church, called il Re- 
dentoi^e, built by Palladio in a very majeftic 
tafte, efpecially the infide. The femidrcular 
fweep of columns behind the high altar, has 
a very fine efFedl ; and the cupola within is 
of a good form, though too high without* 
A peculiarity is obfervable in the vault of the 
nave, being but little elevated above thfe cor- 
nice, and very much flatter than ufual, void 
of all breaks, and quite unadorned. The 
architedk feems to have intended that the eye 
ihould not take the roof into confideratioii 
at all ; but that the coi;nicc fhould have the 

Vol. II. C c fames 
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fame efied as if open tQ the fl^y ; and it is^ 
rather pleating than not This church i^ras^ 
Angularly decked out with grekt numbers of 
frnaU orange trees and other fhVubs in pots, 
arranged on the projefting parts ort^ie build- 
ing, all around the nave and chapels, 

St. Cofmo and St. Daniiano, a pretty little 
diurch juft by, attrad:ed us not fo much by 
its numerous paintings, which are of conti-^ 
derable merit, in the ilyle of Solimene, as by 
a ceremony performed thei?e May 21ft. A 
young lady of noble birth, named Cecilia 
Barbaro, was to take the veil, or rather on 
that day to make a profeflion, as it is called. 
After high mafs was faid, with a vejiy fine 
band of mutic hired for the occation, the 
principal prieft went to the grate, whicif 
was decked with flowers, and on the other 
fide of which were aflfembled the nuns of 
the convent, with the young vidim, appa- 
rently about twenty years of age, with an 
agreeable countenance^ rendered more inte- 
refling perhaps by her circumflances j but 
her perfon was a little deformed. She was 
fliperbly drefTed, with a profufion of diamonds 
in her hain After fome tinging, burning^ 

of 
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df incenfe, and other ceremonies, (he was 
ftripped of all her finery, clothed in a nun's 
drefs with a white veil, and crowned with a 
wreath of flowers. She then, with a pecu- 
liar expreflion of alacrity aiid ingenuous fa- 
tisfadion, received 

«• The kifs of peace from all the vcftal throng.** 

And after fome more ceremonies at the grate, 
and a chorus from the band in the church, 
the bufinefs was concluded, and the new- 
made niin received the compliments of her 
acquaintances through the grate. She ap- 
peared very cheerful and talkative ; but what 
fenfible heart could fail to anticipate for her 
a long and melancholy reverfe of fpirits after 
all this tumult and pomp ! How animated 
and genuine muft that devotion be, if fuch 
exifts, which can fupport itfelf through life 
without ever experiencing a flatnefs ! While 
fuch thoughts were pafling in my mind, a 
fpedator, near us, whifpered in French, 
*' Behold one more vidim to prejudice f ' 
r was glad to catch hold of the very flender 
confolation, that the doom of the fair vidim 
was not yet final. Her novitiate was to laft 
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of filk work. Two celebrated Doges of the 
fifteenth century are buried here with very 
noble old maufoleums. 

We next came to the church of St. Rocco, 
where are feveral tolerable paintings, among 
others Chrift clearing the Temple, by Fumi- 
ani J a pidure in a great ftyle, though fome- 
what heavy. Adjoining is the School dedi- 
cated to the fame Saint, one of the fineft 
things in Venice. Thefe fchools are not 
places of education, but, like the halls of our 
London companies, built by perfons aflbci- 
ated for works of piety or charity, to enjoy 
thcmfelvcs in eating and drinking, and fhew 
their magnificence in building luch halls. 
This of St. Rocco is almoft entirely fumiih- 
ed with the works ojF Tintoret, whofe per- 
formances may therefore be better ftudied 
here than any where elfe ; and this colledlion 
convinced me I had hitherto been no judge 
of his merit. The lower room he has adorn- 
ed with feveral excellent and very large pic- 
tures of the early part of our Saviour's hif- 
tory ; the Flight into Egypt one of the beft, 
A very noble ftaircafe, painted with the 
hiftory of the plague of Venice in 1 630, 

and 
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and the fuppofed intercefEon of St. Rocco, 
by Zanchi, Negri, and Tintoret, brought us 
to the great room above, decorated in a very 
fuperb ftyle with marbles, carving in wood, 
and paintings of Tintoret, which laft fur- 
round the upper part of the walls, and cover 
the ceiling. At the upper end ftahds an 
altar, with a good ftatue of St. John Baptift 
on one tide, and St. Sebailian on the other, 
both by Campagna ; and in front are two 
more figures by the fame fculptor, left un- 
finifhed at his death. In a fmaller room 
adjoining, the floor of which is rich in por- 
phyry, jafper, and precious marbles, ele- 
gantly difpofed, we admired a moft capital 
pi(3:ure of the Crucifixion, by Tintoret, juftly 
reckoned one of his beft works. It is com- 
pofed of innumerable figures, but for the 
moft part well grouped, and the general dif- 
pofition of the wholie is good : the ground 
fmgiilarly white, as if covered with fnow. 
At the foot of the crofs^ on which Chrift is 
extended, the Virgin appears fainting, atr- 
tended by the two Mirys and St. John, 
The women are entirely occupied in aflifting 
\\tY J but St. John feems divided between 

C c ^ he;? 
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her anil his friend* At the fame time thaf 

his arms fupport the Virgin, he looks up iij 

the utmoft anguilh, as if, from long habit^ 

hoping fpr aid from him to whom he ha4 

ever been ufed tp Ippk for all comfort and 

affiftance, but whofe own fad fitijation now 

feems the principal caufe of his beloved dift 

ciple's anxiety, which had only been half 

diverted to the other object. This is one of 

thofe happy conceptions in which a painter 

goes beyond himfelf, as well as beyond all 

others who hav? treated the fame fubjeO:. 
— — • ' * . •^ ■ 

The two thieves are tied to their croffes, 
which th^ executioners are going to'raife up]| 
^ut as they are not yet exalted, the principal 
figure predominates admirably* 

St. Pantaleone, not far from hence, has 
nothing in it very remarkable, except a cu-» 
rious old painting of f^iots, bifhops, and 
pther good company, done by Crijftofpro di 
Ferrara in 1444, rem^arkable for its antiquity, 
and particularly fpr the odd expreffion of 
fome of the faces, in which the artift, in 
attempting charafter, has fallen into the 
moft ludicrous burlefque. 

St. IV^aria maggiore is an old church a^ 

'■■'■ the 
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fhe ex,treinlty of the town to the north-eaft. 
Beyond this part nothing appears but thp; 
moft dreary fwamps, feeming to connect 
yeni9e with the main Japd. The altar-^piecc 
pf this church, an AfRjipption of the Virgia 
J>y Paul Veronefe, did not ftrike us ; nor caa 
I think the 3t* John Baptift, of Titian, fo 
yery capital as to be ranked among his chief 
performances; as a painter, whp lA^as then 
copying it, told us. It is a good fingle 
figurp, but of no particular charafler, and 
too gld. The back ground is mafterly. 

< 

Returning home^vard we vifited St. Se^ 
baftian ; a church very richly furnifhed with 
^he works of Paul Veronefe, who was obli- 
ged to hide himfelf in the convent to whicl^ 
it belongs, on account of hi<s having offend-^ 
ed fome great man^ During his abode here, 
he painted almoft the whol6 of the facrifty^ 
^ number of pidures about the organ and 
pther parts of thp church, and a large piece 
in th? refe<9:ory, of Chrift at the Pharifee'$ 
^able, with Mary Magdalen walhing his feet^ 
in which the figure of Chrift is very like 
that in his famous picture of the fame fqb^ 
jed| at Genoa, Thefe pieces arc, on the 

whoje. 
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Vfhole, well worthy of notice, though not 
the beft of his works. The fineft in my 
opinion are two large paintings in the choir 
or capella maggiore, of the hlftory of Stt 
Marcellin and St. Sebaftian ; the compofition 
and defign of one in particular is very fpirit-** 
ed, and its colouring good and well pre- 
ierved. In the church we faw the monu- 
jnefit of this famous painter, with his buft. 

Left the reader fhould be tired of pictures, 
we will fufpend that fubjeft for the prefent, 
and in the next chapter fpeak upon a dif« 
ferent, if npt a new one — the Doge's mar^ 
jdage with the fea. 
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ySNIlC? — THE J>0G£*8 MARRIAGE WIT9 
^HE SEA — ST. MARK S FAIR — DOGE fk 
PALAC£ — PALAZZO BARBERIGO. PI- 

• * . I ' • ■* 

I^ANI, FARSETTI — -SCULPTURE LI- 

BR^RIES — DRIJGS — GLAS§ J^ANUf ACr 
TORY* 



iVlAy 17th being Afcenlion-Day, and tli€ 
painted Madonna having with much ado 
procured very fine weather (fpr it feems to 
be efteemed a miracle to have a fine day at 
Venice in the middle of May), every body 
was in motion to fee this auguft ceremony, 
fo much talked of, and fo often defcribed ; 
nor did the Venetians themfelves appear lefs 
eager for the fpedtacle than ftrangers. We 
firft repaired to the ducal palace, and faw 
the tables fet out with fweetmeats and other 
decorations for the dinner. They were very 

paltry. 
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paltry, and much inferior to the generality 
of mayor's, feafts in England. The Doge 
prefently appeaf ed, not exadly yith all that 
alacrity one would expert in a bridegroom 
whofe intended fpoufe was fo very favour^ 
able and complacent as on the prefent occa- 
fion : but he had pafled many fuch bridal 
days already, and knew the ficklenefs of his 
xniftrefs's difpofitioij, fo that though in the 
ceremony he might affume the title of her 
lord and' mafter, fhe could, at pleafure, very 
fopn make him fenfible of the contrary, 
and however complacent now, might perhaps 
be in a very ill humour before morning. 
The Doge was accompanied by the Pope's 
Nuncio, with the officers of ftate and a large 
traiq of nobles, and fo went on board the 
Bucentaur, which was then rowed and towed 
towards Lido, an ifland about two miles dif- 
tant, where ftands a church, with a fort 
guarding the approach to Venice from the 
Adriatic. The flat roof of the vefTel was 
fpread with crimfon velvet, looking magni- 
ficent among t^he gilding ; but nothing can 
be more ugly than its Ihape, nor more awk- 
Tfvard than its motioq. We accompanied it 

iq 
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in our gondola, amid thdufands, perhaps, of 
Other gondolas, peotas, and boats of aU 
kinds, which covered the fca, arid formedl, 
the moft ftriking and curious part of the 
fpedacle. The fhips all faluted the Bucen- 
taur as it pafled ; and a little before its arrivdl 
at Lido, the Doge threw a plain gold nng^ 
worth about three fequins, into the fea, with 
the ufual fpeech, " Defponfamus te Mare m 
^gnum veri perpetuique dominiir ^* We 
efpoufe thee, oh Sea, in witnefs of true and 
perpetual dominion/' This part of the ce- 
remony could be feen by thofc only who 
were very near. The Doge and his fuite 
then attended mafs at the church of Lido, 
with no particular functions, during which, 
every body who chofe it might go on board 
the Bucentaur to fee its infide j foreigners 
were even permitted to ftay there, and re- 
turn with the Doge. We took advantage 
of this indulgence. The Doge fat on hl& 
throne towards the ftern, with the Nuncio, 
a very keen fenfible looking man, at his right 
hand ; and the fenators in their robes of crim- 
fon filk, with great wigs put over their hair, 
like our lawyers, were ranged on benches, 

and 
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gnd idtermixed with the ftrangers ; fotnt of 
whom I was fony and afhamed to fee wear 
iheir hats, and in very (habby clothes, par-^ 
ticularly two or three Frenchmen* The 
Doge*s drefs was white and gold ; his cap of 
tha (ame, formed like a Phrygian bonnet. 
He was then about fcventy-fix years of age^ 
and is (Ince dead ; his countenance rather 
pleafant than ftriking* It was a truly fine' 
fight to look down from the windows of the 
Bucentaur upon the fea, almod covered with 
gondolas and other veiTels all around ; the' 
ihores of the iflands crowded with fpeftators, 
and efpecially all the windows and rooil, asr 
well as the fhore about St. Mark's Place, 
where the Doge and his company landed. 

A no lefs entertalining and fiiigular part 
of this day's amufements, confifted in a pro^ 
menade in the afternoon by water, on the 
canal of Giudeca ; where we foiind a great 
concourfc of gondolas, occupied by much 
good company, rowing backwards and for* 
wards to fhew themfelves, as on a cor/o ; and 
the fhore was crowded with walking fpeda- 
tors. The gondolas, being entirely black, 
have a very hearfe-like appearance ; but the 
J gay 
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gay liveries of the rowers, and the elegant 
company within, foon chace away all fune- 
real ideas. Nothing can be more graceful: 
dian the attitudes of thefe gondoliers, as they 
urge their light barks over the waves, Ikim- 
ming the furface of the water with the ra- 
pidity of a fwallow, and fcarcely feeming to 
touch it more ; while their tright prows of 
polifhed iron gleam in the funfhine, and 
glitter in the rippling waves. This elegance 
of attitude is certainly owing to the juft and 
full exertion of the mufcular frame, which 
always gives elegance. They ftand on a 
very narrow part of the ,boat, (lightly ele- 
vated, like the ridge of a houfe, and varying 
in its horizontal inclination every moment, 
on which they are fupported only by the 
clofc application of their feet through thin 
Ihoes, a firm pofition of their legs, and ac- 
curate poizing of the body, the upper part 
of which, with the arms, alone are in mo- 
tion. 

The evening concluded with a walk in 
St. Mark's fair, held in a temporary build- 
ing, which had been fome time preparing in 

the larger fquare before the church. This 

is 
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18 a khid of Ranekgh, but much more vom 
ried and entertaining. The (hops arouini were 
ftored with all kinds of elegant merchandife, 
toys, trinkets, refrefliments ; and the whole 
fet off to the greatefl advantage by illumina* 
tions^ Among the moft elegant of all was a 
glafs-lhop,'difplaying a niunber of ornaments 
for tables, by far.fuperior to any thing I ever 
iaw. Faihion, which is fo rarely in unifon 
with tafte, has, I think, almofl: dlfcarded 
glafs from our tables ; but furely it is time 
for paltry paftry, and fugar work, now to 
give place to what is fo infinitely fuperior in 
e£fe£t, as well as in execution. 

This fair was prodigioufly crowded with 
genteel company, many of them in dominos^ 
but few mafked. I cannot reconcile myfelf 
to women in long camlet cloaks and cocked 
hats J and I wonder Venetian gallantry has 
not found out that a veil might be managed 
to much greater advantage ; perhaps not the 
lefs fuccefsfully for partly concealing what 
is not always the moft beautiful in a Vene- 
tian female, while its graceful folds might 
improve the'efFed of the figure, leaving the 
imagination to complete a face* The eyes 

^^ might 
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isiigKt fometmtesr be &und ihteUigfbre enough: 
through a pwtty thick TeiU 

Poring thh hk all the world reforts to 
St. Marie's Place in the afternoon and even- 
ing; the piazzas and coffce-houfes are no 
kf? crowded thain the rotunda, without any 
Hxuflc or pftrtfeular diverfions to attra<fl: com- 
paity* In the day tinxe itnprbvifatori are 
fpouting thdr verfes to the people, ancji 
punch lend^ his aid to the general amufc'^ 
Inent ; while before the great clock of the 
fquare, even the Holy Virgin has her levee, 
being devoutly adored by figures of the 
Magi, who, during this feafon, come forth 
fevery hour and bow to her imige. It is 
amazing what crowds of people are always 
waiting to fee this puppet-fliew, not half fo 
diverting as that of punch. 

One.jevening I witnefled a very different 
fcene. Wandering alone beyond the limits 
tof the crowd, towards the fca, I Hood nejyr * 
the two large columns obferving the trem** 
bling moon-beams on the waves, and con- 
trafting them with the dim light from a 
Veffel off at fca juft before me, when alF on 
a fudden a man accidentally fell from the 

Vol. II, D d deck 
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deck of this veflel into the water. He (jitk 
immediately, and I heard his laft exdama* 
tion, Dio ! which no part of the creation 
feemed to hear befides. No boat wa^ by^ 
nor any living creature in fight nearer than 
the fair, except a group of men coming 
along the quay, to whom I was haftening to 
tell my ftory, when a movement on board 
the (hip fatisfied me the poor man had help 
nearer at hand. It was however in vain, 
for he could not be found* Numerous fpec* 
tators foon coUeded on the ihore, and I was 
then not forry I had not been the firft pro- 
pagator of the intelligence, left, under fo 
dark and whimfical a government, I mi^t 
have got into fome fcrape, or at leaft have 
been detained, to my great inconvenience, 
ijS; an evidence. 

The Doge's palace ftands pleafantly at the 
corner of the lefler place of St. Mark. Its 
architediure is rather faracenic than any 
thing elfe. The furrounding ground has 
been raifed confiderably, fo that the bafes of 
the lower range of columns are quite buried. 
The windows are the moft ligly and difpro- 
porti9ned I ever iaw in any buildings 

Stranger^ 
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Strangers ate firft fhewri the apartments in^ 
habited bj the Doge^ which eontain no 
capital paintings^ nor any thing remarkable* 
The rooms deftined for date 'affairs, although 
not in a modem ot very accurate tafte, have 
an air of much magnificence^ and are fur- 
nifhed with fome of the choicefl produdHona 
of the Venetian fchool. I chiefly remained 
a ceiling by Tintoret, in which Juflice is 
prefenting a fword to the. Doge Priuli j one 
of the befl works of that artifl ; the colour^ 
ing natural and agreeable. It may indeed 
be objefbed, that the figure of the Doge ap-» 
pears too infirm. to wield any . fword what-* 
ever. Chrifl in the Garden, a fmall pifture^ 
by Paul Veronefe, is much praifed by Cochin 
for its <:olouring j we were not flruck with 
it on the whole. In the hall of the Anti^ 
collegio, commonly called Sala delle Quattro 
Porte, are fome excellent pidures, particu- 
larly one, overlooked by Cochin, of a Doge 
and other perfons adoring a figure witba 
crofs in a glory, reprefenting Faith, by Titian. 
The group on the right hand is the befl part. 
The architraves of the four doors in thi$ 
room are in a very good tafte, by Palladia 

Dd 2 Aiinall 
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A fmali rotim; c^ed the Anti-Krolleglo^ con* 
tains four tolerable piAures of Ttnt6ret\ 
more remarkable for the anatomy and draw* 
ing of the figures than thei^ expreffion, and 
two admirable pieced befides, viz^ the Re- 
moval of a Villager with his Family and 
Stock, one of the beft works of Baflan j 
and the Rape of Europa, by Paul Vcronefe* 
The latter is faulty in having a triple adUoa 
in th6 fame piece, an abfurdity which oc--^ 
curs in the plates of Harrington's tninilation 
Df Arioflo, and many other works of that 
time ; but which Paul Veronefe ought to 
have avoided. In the fore-ground Europa 
is feated on the bull as he lies on the ground 
licking her foot. Her fij^e is charming, 
although perhaps not dignified i the colour^ 
ihg brilliant, and pleafmg. In the back 
ground the bull is carrying her into di£ lea, 
and farther back ihe appears on the oppefite 
Ihore. One of the fecretary's rooms, pre- 
ceding that in which the Council of Three 
deliberates, contains an excellent pi^re of 
Titian's, our Saviour and his Difciples at 
Emaus^ in which the heads are particulariy 
fine ; the compofition excelfent and fimple. 

The 
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The hall of the Council of Ten has a truly . 
-fine ceiling by Paul Veronefe ; its middle 
compsgrtmenty in which Jupiter is thundering 
on the Vices, appeared tp me one of the beft 
of this nuifter's performances* The fore- 
fiiortening and keeping are excellent; th^' 
colouring lefs mannered^ or at lead in a bet" 
ter manner, than ufuaL In the next room ' 
is another pf his ceilings, in the fame ftyle, 
and nearly of equal merit, reprefenting ^X^ 
Mark in the'Clouds, with four VirtueSi and 
fome other company, few of whom perh^$ 

ever met on earth. It is reajly too labori- 
ous to be obliged to underftand ail the ^Jte- 
goiical pitSures one meets wLtli. The walls 
of thefe rooms are alfo adorned with na^ny 
good productions of the pencil, among 

others not fo good. The hall of the Pre* 
gadi is a fuperb room, furnifhed with 
benches, and ornamented with excellent 
paintings. At the upper end is a vaft pidure^ 
I think by Tintoret, of a ftrange defign, 
confifting of our Saviour in Heaven, with 
innumerable Doges, Saints, Monks, &Ct 
adoring him. Neither is the League of Cam- 
bray a very intelligible compofition^ The 

P d 3 vafc 
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vaft hall of the Great Council, likewife filled 
with benches, occupies the corner of the 
building next St. Mark's Place. The large 
hiftorical pictures, by various mafters, which 
cover its walls, chiefly relate to' the hiftory 
of Pope Alexander III. his coming to Venice, 
and the humiliation of the Emperor Barba- 
rofla J a glorious period of the Venetian 
hiftory. The hall called dello Squitinio, 
tontains an immenfe painting of the Laft 
Judgment by Palma, which I confefs did not 
pleafe me. 

We vifited a few other palaces, chiefly 
for the fake of pi(Shirc8. 

Palazzo Barbarigo is a dirty fhabby houfe, 
rich in the works of Titian, who once re- 

T 

fided there; but they do not feem to be his 
heft performances. His Magdalen, though 
expreffive, is deficient in grace, and fo is his 
Virgin, We noted an Apollo by Contarini, 
* pretty,, tut not inajeftic ; and a Angular de- 
fign of an infant Jefus on the Crofs, with 
other children about him, by Padouanino^. 

« 

Palazzo Pifani contains but two paintings; 
th? Death of Darius, by Piazzetta, a ftrong 
told performance y and the Family of Dariua 
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before Alexander, by Paul Veronefc. For 
the laft-mentioned pi^ure alone ftrangers 
vifit this palace, and few perhaps ever re- 
gret that it is the only reward of their trou- 
ble. All the charms of compofition, colour- 
ing, and expreflion, are here in great per- 
fe£biolv The head of Alexander, a portrait^ 
is very interefting ; the young wife of Da- 
jrius charming. The mother*8 figure is ad- 
mitably coloured, and fo managed as to have 
great efie^t. Epheftion's leg, as every body 
remailcs, is very badly drawn, and a great 
blemifh, for it is impoffible to look at the 
pi€kurc without wondering to whom that 
leg belongs. 

The colleftion of pidures at the Palazzo 
Oraili, mentioned in the Manuel^ are fold ; 
fo we declined vifitlng the walls where they 
had been. 

r 

The Farfetti palace, near St. Silvefter's 
church, pleafed us better than moft things 
in Venice. Here is a colledion of cafts and 
models, very well done, of moft of the fineft 
ftatues in Rome and Florence, and of fome 
in Spain and England. Among others a 
caft of one of thofe wreftlers or boxers with 
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a guard tied round the hand* t^e original of 
ivhich was qaft away goi^ to Eii^la^d 
They have not the antique Flpra^oorMichacl 
Angelo's Mofes. Here too .nxay be feen 
chalk drawings of Raphael's pictures at the 
Farnefma, and his Transfiguration^ the fize 
of the originals. Very pretty models i^ 
pumice-ftone of the Tempie at TivoJi, 
Arches of CQnfiantine, fieverus, and Titus^ 
and of the tomb of .Cecilia Metella^ galbd 
Capo di Bove^ in which every ftone is rcprc- 
fented ; and pumice is even better than cork 
for models of ruins* In another part of this 
houfe is a fmall, but very choice, aflemblage 
of pictures, of which the fervant gave us a 
printed catalogue. Amongother things two 
inimitable pieces by Rembrandt, for whicli 
Lord Cowpcr is faid to have oflFered a large 
fum; one of them Lucrece and Tarquin, 

• r 

fingular for the dreiTes of the figures, which 
are more like thofe of modern Greece, than 
of ancient Rome : the other is a pprtr^ of 
an elderly man in a ruff and black gown, 
as good as I ever faw. Adam and Eve, by 
Albert Durer, a fmall pidhire, accqmpanied 
by a print of it the fame fije, and •bj.-the 

fame 
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fjtme liand. A 4^pUcate Q£rPadouaaino*:$ 

child oa the crois, already meotioned at 

Palazzo Barberigo, called here St^Simoncin^^ 

jor St Simon the lefs, a child faid to hai|ise 

been crucified by the Jew8» Nothing w^ 

more comiooa io pretended chrifti^ co^uk* 

tries, abotkl five or fix huodred. years a^, 

when a plea :j¥a8 wanted for robbing or noiur^ 

Bering the Jews, than to zcf:\^ them of fpipc^ 

action of this kind. Our king John, a qiQtt 

honeft villain than ibme of \a& compeev, 

imprifoned and totn^nted (hem prpfeifediiy 

that they might ranfom tlle^>fclyes wi;^ 

money. Stowe fays every one of them Ml 

an eye at leaft, and he $ells of one wlio^ 

/* b^ing tormented many i^aies, w:ojild »0t 

^^ ranfome himfdfe, till the king had caufed 

^^ everie dlUe one of his gi^eat teetli to be 

^^ pulled out by the fpace of feven d^es^ 

^ and then he gave the king loooo markes 

** of filver, .tp the end they ^ould pull out 

^^ no more." One cannot l^elp wiihing that 

ibme modern r^forniers h^d had times :like 

thofe to work on^ and then their tai^ for 

plucking up things by the roots, as king 

John did thi? Jew's teeth» .rolght have been 

juftified 
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jaftified on^he principle of' retaliatioiL 
Happily fuch remedies arc now fome^yhat 
out of fcafon. But to return to the Palazzo 

r 

Farfetti — here are many good little Flemifli 
pi£hire$. Alfo' the daughter of Herod, by 
Titian, admif able. God and iChrift crowning 
the Viigin, a moft fingular and wonderfully 
Wgh-finiflied pifl:ure by John of Bruges ; 
nothing can be more exquifite than the lilk 
and gold damaik and other ornaments. A 
Holy Family by Andrea dd Sarto, good, 
but not one of his beft works. In the half,, 
Seneca in the Bath, and two other large pic- 
tm-es by Luca Giordano. I fuipe& there is 
a room we did not fee, it being thcA occu- 
pied by company. In the firft apartment 

m 

are two moft fuperb tables of amethyft in 
jafper, of immenfe value ; and in the next 
two of red porphyry, as large as any at the 
Villa Borghefe. 

One day we met a pi£lupB-dealer in th© 
ftreet, who, knowing our valet, invited us to 
fee his coUedtion. Here were fome pieces 
of Luca Giordano, as he faid, and poffibPy 
they might, and four pretty views by Cana- 
letti } but fuch a heap of fpurious Canalettis, 

and 
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and other trumpery whicli he fliewed lis £br 
works of greit mafters, and which we were 
ohiiged in fome fort t% commend, that I 
never was more fatigued. To crown all, 
he produced fome of his own vile works, for 
** he too is a psunter " and never were more 
execrable daubings* Anger alone prevented 
our laughing. I would advife every body 
who goes abroad for the firft time, to avoid 
pifture-dealers and inferior colledors, if he 
wiflies to efcape havkig his pocket picked, 
his judgment bewildered, or his tafte cor* 
Tupted. He vnll fiiid fufficient employment 
in feeing, with proper attention, undoubted 
inafter-pieces, abput which all the world arc 
agreed. Upon thefe let him form his tafte,' 
diftinguifh the excellencies and the faults of 
each mafter, and thus learn at once the ftyle 
of each, and in what good painting confifts» 
If he enters into controverfies about doubts 
ful pieces, or takes upon him to iettle the 
endlefs difputes of dealers, or others who 
pofiefs fpurious pictures, of vehich they wifli 
to eftabliih the reputation, he will never 
Jeam any thing himfelf,' nor give informa- 
tion to others. 

Venice 
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•Venice is not 4ch la antique fcul^ptne. 
The. chief curiofities of this kind are at thp 
public ^hrary of ^t l^Iark ; a very elegant 
ftru Aure qppofite ^ JQoge's palace^ i^%ned 
by Sanipvino. I ^q|ider the Manuel men* 
tions it fo (lightly. The yeftibulc ^^ptaina 
the antique ilatiiesy /^hich are nc^:pan7« 
Hie maft remarkable are, Baccb^ and 4 
yoim^ .pan, very like tljie g^ijtup opppiite t^ 
entrance of the Mufeun^ C^^e^^upi at 
Rom^* A ,fine buft of Adriap, of a ^ngulAjiy 
beaptifiil ifvhite marble, l|ke alabafter. Led|i 
and the Swan, a fmall groi^ of great mean- 
ing } and a ftmilar one of Ganim^ and 
|he Eagle. The bird's head is particv^ly 
fine, i^i^d its e^prefl|q$i ^d^ as cafinot be 
miflakai. 

One room contains printed bool;s in gi>- 
neral ; anodbier, manu^ripts and yery rai)e 
editiofis only. The coUedion is fmaU, com* 
pared to more modem Ub^^aries. We ^ere 
ihewn two inanufcripts of the Greek verficsi 
cf the S^tuagint, of the eighth or ninth 
century. - A commentary on Homer, a very 
fine manufcript of the ninth or tenth. Fa* 
ther Paul's origin^ ItaUaa nuHufcripC of 
"' ' his 
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his hHbrf g£ the Cbtrhcil of Tredt^fiudtm 
^fier in many piaAres fr6m the pHnted tdU 
tiohs, Guarini's Paftor Fido, tiie originai 
iaanufcnpt, with many correaions and alter- 
ati^ohs; fee Mrs. Piozzi's Travels, vol. i . 1 94. 
A manuicr^t hillory of the Moguls ia 
French; or rather portraits of the Moguls, 
with their manner of riding, &cc. and many 
parts of their hiftory, elegantly painted in 
India, and accompanied with explanation 
in French ; done about roo yews ago, at 
the expence of 01^ Nicholas Manucci, a 
Venetian, who refidcd fome tifne in that 
country as a phyfician, and prcfented this 
work to the library on his return. The 
conqueft of Spain by Charlemagne ; an old 
hifliorical French poem, in manufcript, with 
coarfe illuminations. There are feveral other 
Similar French manufcripts, as le Roman de 
la Rofe. Among the mod ancient printed 
books we faw a Pliny, by Spira at Venice^ 
1469. Apollonius Rhodius, in Greek capi- 
tals, with the fcholia in the margin ; a fine 
printed book, dated Florence, 1496, 

The Abbe Luigi Canonici, to whom we 
had fetters from the Marquis Durazzo, has 

one 
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me of the.fiheft private libraries for matiif« 
icripts and old books that can any where be 
feeh. Here are feren difierent manufcripts 
of the works of Dafite. About 260 Greek 
manufcripts* A Qreek Teftament, written 
ih very large chara^ters^ which coft him^ I 
think, 60 fequins in France. A fine Latin 
Bible in one volume folio, pubKihed by 
Sixtus V. and fupprefied by fome following 
i^e^ Clement XIJ. if I miftake not, on 
account of errors. Qucre, Which of thefe 
two Popes was infallible ? At this gentler 
man^s houfe we became acquainted with the 
Abb6 Morelli, keeper of the public library, 
and with a Neapolitan Duke, likewife a col- 
ledor of curious books« 

The Abbe Ridolfi, an £x-jefuit near St. 
Maria Mater Domini, ihewed us a little col- 
ledion of Natural Hiftory of his own mak<* 
ing. The ihells were tolerable ; the minerals 
not fo good. I obferved a fpecimen of a 
very beautiful marble, called Seravezza di 
^irenza, fomethtng like Pavonazzetto, but 
more party-coloured. The fmaller the fpots 
the more it is efteemed ; and we were told 
k was not rare* The collection of woods 

is 
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is very choiise^ and the ipecimens fine« , 
Among them is a good deal of beech wood, 
become of a beautiful green in decay. This 
Abb^ feemed to be a perfon of eminent, 
fandtity. He ftiU wore his Jefuit's drefs, 
and was addreffed with great form. Some 
young men, who appeared to^ be under his 
tuition, approached him with a kind of re- 
fpedt little Ihort of adoration. 

There is bo botaniflng in Venice any 
more than on fhip board ; nor did we 
even obtain the Apocynum Venetunu The 
druggifts' Ihops were, however, a fource of 
many acquifitions, and fome diver flon* ♦ 
Venice having been fb long the emporium 
of Europe for productions of* India and the 
Levant, and having fo long fupplied all the 
world with Theriaca ; all the exploded arti- 
cles of which that celebrated hodge-podge 
is compofed, as well as many other obfoletd 
drugs, are only to be obtained here ; efjpe- 
cially as medicine is nearly in as dark a ftate 
as it was 200 years ago. We therefore pro- 
<;ured, by diligent fearch among the moft 
antique-looking Ihops, many very curious 
articles of Materia Medica. It is fcatcely 
5 credible^ 
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crWibW, fStttfiaiy tniti thaC the^ ftiB c6n- 
timie id felt here, by the ^MHieey cramp ilonies, 
anc^ eagle ftonrfSi The former are the opcr- 
cvth, of a fhdl of tHe Tttrbo kind I believe, 
and oalled Umiiltcus Veneris. It is believed 
that they cure the cramp by being tied to 
the limb ! 'jthe others, Aetites^ are nothing 
more than flints from a gravel pit, accident- 
ally hollow, and containing loofe fand or 
fra^dnts of ftone, which rattle when fhaken. 
Thefe are wom by women to facilitate de- 
Hyery, and are adually fold for that purpofe! 
We bought thefe precious curiofities, and 
fome lapis ntpbriticus ; the latter very dear, 
though only a kind of green ferpentine ftone 
rounded by the fea, and plentiful on the 
coafts of the Mediterranean, as well as the 
Adriatic and Atlantic: but we wifhed to have 
the identical article from thd lb<)ps. More 
valuable articles to us were four kinds of 
Myrobalans; Afnomum verum in its racemus ; 
'Lignum nepbriticumy Afpbattum^ and Aloes ^ 
Oriental SaJfafraSy vaftly more fragrant than 
the occidental, though it had then been keipl 
in the ftiop twenty-five years ; it is very hard, 
and of a dark brown colour; Mr,^ Miglio- 

2 ratiy 
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tjSiiiy a polite and intelligent dniggiff near the 
Mcrceria, gave me fome Scboenantbus^ or 
Gamers hay, which ift a different fpecies of* 
Andropogon from th6 A. Scboenanthus of 
Linnseus, as well as from that publifhed in 
our Philofophicd Tranfa£tions for 1 790 ; 
with two kinds oi SpicaCeltica^ one of which, 
from the Venetian Alps, is not fo much 
eileemed as that of Germany. He affured 
me, the true ancient Calamus aromattcus is 
not now to be had, nor the Ungues odorati^ 
though we had bought fomething for the lat- 
ter, which were indeed the horny opercula of a 
Ihell, but had no fmell at all, either dry or 
when put into warm water. After we had 
made feveral purchafes at a fliop on the quAy, 
beyond the Doge's palace, the mafter offer- 
ed, by , way of compliment, to treat us with 
fome powder of gold to comfort the heart. — 
This was not to be refufed* It proved an 
abforbent powder,- coloured of i beatitiful 
red, apparently with fattguis draconis^ with 
fome particles of leaf gold diiperfed through 
it, and highly flavoured with oil of cinna- 
mon and fugar. . He, told us he had fupplied 
the Dey of Algiers with a large quantity of 
Vol. II. E e this 
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thh powder, 'vrhich that great perfonagc edilP 
ftantlj ufed as a cordial-^— <i property it 
no d6ubt pofleflfes, not from the gold, but 
the cinnamon^ 

The glafa manufa^ory carried on at Mu-- 
tano^an ifland fcarcely one mile from Venice,, 
deferv^s to be vifited, rather for what it has^ 
been, than whal it is. About a century ago 
Venice glaffes were as much in requeft as. 
Venice treacle } but the French firft, and 
now the Englifh^ have greatly furpafled thi* 
manufadory. The water of the canals 
happening to be very low, Vaft numbers of 
fmall crabs. Cancer Mcenasy were feen flick- 
ing to the wails, juft above the furface, as we 
went along. They are collcfted in great 
quantities for food ; but kept fome time in 
ponds at Murano, to purge them, as it is 
faid, before they are eaten. 

On arriving at Murano we faw the mak^ 
ing of plate glafs. It is firft blown into a 
long cylinder, the end of which is cut ofl^ 
and then a flit made' with a huge pair of 
{hears all the way up, fo that it may be ex- 
panded into a fquare piece ; which is then 
laid on an iron or brafs plate, and heated 

7 ^ 
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tin it becomes iSat. The glafs is alfo obliged 
lb be heated repeatedly during the firft part 
bf the prOcefs, a^ no nlaii's breath is fuffi- 
cieilt to ii>flate it to a proper fizi^ at once ; 
tior hideed Ncaii any glafles pbffibly be tnade 
fo largte by this method, as by the French 
tnode of calling tbem. The plates, ^e after- 
Ward's teiiipered, of innfealed; We did Hot, 
fee the polifliing- as that is performed dt ah-i 
bther placcj and may be feeii in gveate^r per-^ 
fe^on at Paris oi^ Londoii, 

At another houfe beads are maniifaddredi 
by drawing oiit coloured glafs into flender 
tylinderg, which are afterwards ciit into 
beadS| arid thefe rotmded by hdat; Tw9 
Workmen tike a luiilp of red-hot glafs be- 
tween fhein, applying a pipe to each end. 
After blowing a little^ they run different 
Ways, throwing the mafs into undulations 
like a ftring as they drstw it out, by this 
iiieans forming a flendej- tube^ perhaps 150 
yards in length, and fcarcely a line: in dia- 
hieter, perforated all through, and fometimes 
coated only with coloured glafs. 

A warehoufe adjoining exhibited a pro- 
digious, variety of patterns of beads, knife 

£ e 2 handles. 
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handles, and other toys made here, chiefly 
for the Turkiih trade. We bought a few 
bell handles as a fpecimen of fo celebrated a 
maakufa^tory^ After our return, being at 
dinner, a man, who had ferved us as cicdrone 
at Murano, came in with a written melTage 
firom the proprietor of this warehouie as he 
pretended, faying he had by miftake charged 
but half what he ought to have done for . 
theie articles, and begged we would fend the 
reft of the fum. Perceiving his contrivance, 
we told him we thought them rather too 
dear already, and he might therefore take 
them back. This he declined, and would 
then have compounded for fomething for^ 
his trouble in coming, or for boat-hire ; but 
we were inexorable on thefe points as on the 
other, fo he got nothing by his ingenuity 
but a voyage in a very heavy rain, and fome 
jeering from the waiters at the inn, who had 
liftened with all gravity till they found him. 
worfted. 

The Venetians feem to be as much behind 
hand with the reft of the world in roguery, 
as in every thing elfe. The old ftale trick 
©f ring-dropping was attempted uppn me 

2 . one 
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ode i%Kt !ft paffing iJrfwgH a. bufjr Jlttle 
ftreet calkd tht/Mercena. A fhabby look- 
ing fellow ftobped juft before me, and pit* 
fended to take tip fomethihg very briliiant ; 
upon which he beckoned me into a little 
darkifh alley juft by, where he held up the 
iiaztling prize with geftur^ of great joy 
and myftery. I was not ambitious of carry* 
ing the joke tod far^ by following him into 
this alley, but, with a fignificant nod, Ie& 
him, feemingly petrified with aftoniftimenL 

Gur evenings were chiefly fpent in Sl 
Mark^s Place, a, never-failing fourcd i^ 
amufement. The reader^s expeAation may 
now perhaps be on tiptoe to heat fome Ara- 
-bian tales of cafinos, kind ladies, and pro- 
pitious duennas ; but I (hall leave his ima*» 
gination to make out a better ftory than any 
I could give him^-only cautioning him noit 
to believe too much upon this fubje£t, anrd 
at the fame time confeffing I have reafqn to 
.think all fuch ftories are not entirely void of 
foundation. 

'One night at the Ope^ fatisfied us, as it 
was in every refpedl bad, fxcept the per- 
formance of th<f celebrated Pacherotti. 

It 
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it 18 wortli whfk to afcend St. Msifkfd 
Tower, from whofe top is the only gooa 
view of this fmgular town, with the iflands 
and ihoals about iti The great eanaly vaMy 
narrower however than that of Giudeca, is 
of the fhape of an S, and croffed by the 
£imous Riako ; a bridge of marble indeed^ 
hut fo coated With dirt, it might as well be 
of brick; and its top is encumbered wjth 
mean fliops* Why Otway choJe this place 
for his confpirators to medt at, in his moft 
mafterly tragedy, 1 Cannot conceive, except 
he had tiever heard of any 6ther place ih 

Venice. None can be lefs proper for fecret 
deliberation* 

Tired with living fo long, as it wdre, 6h 
board a fhip, Whicih Venice more refembles 
than any other abode that cah be thought 
of, we began to languifh for green jfields, 
free air, and the ufe of our legs. The uni* 
formity of St. Mark's Fair became infipid, 
notwfthftanding the numerous fet of ac- 
quaintances^ of various nations, which wfe 
had unavoidably accumulated in the courfe 
of our journey, and which met all together* 
at this grand* rendezvous. The Afeenfion. 

tiiiHS 
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time at Venice is the winding-up of tht 
Italian feafon 6f amufements for foreigners* 
Afterwards they all feparate, never perhaps 
to meet again; but the dear profpe^ of 
home begins now to have greater attrad:i«ns 
than any thing elfe to a fatiated curiofity, and 
I am not fure we fhould have turned with 
equal fatisfa£tioato the eaft, in taking ledve 
of Venice, that we did to the weft. 
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